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Emily Thomas 
 
Title of Project: 
 

A Camera for a  
Photography Class 
 

City, State: 
Montgomery, Alabama 
 

Grant Period: 
July 2013 - March 2014 
 
NAEF Grant Amount: 
$500.00 (SHIP) 
 
Project Contact: 
Emily Thomas 
 
Telephone Number: 
334-269-3617 
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emily.s.thomas@gmail.com 
 
Related Webpage: 
 
 

 
Breanna Tyre, Aquarium 

Project Description: 
This NAEF SHIP Grant sponsored project was to purchase an up-to-date 
digital single lens reflex (DSLR) camera for the 9th-12th grade students in 
the Booker T. Washington Photography Magnet High School.  
 
Project Goals and Objectives: 
The project objective was to provide better access to current digital 
photography technologies and improve digital photography curriculum by 
offering hands-on experiences with an up-to-date digital camera that would 
have otherwise been unaffordable. This entry-level camera will benefit my 
current students and future students for many years to come. 
 
Description of Activities Supported by this Grant. For Research 
Grantees, include a summary of research methodology. 
After receiving the SHIP Grant, I purchased a Nikon D3100 DSLR camera 
with an 18-55mm lens for my Photography program. Students were able to 
apply their previous knowledge of film-based photography to the new 
digital camera and quickly became familiar with the settings and functions. 
With the new camera, students now have the opportunity to checkout the 
camera overnight to complete photography assignments outside the limits 
of their school’s campus. In addition to serving my students, my 
Photography program also serves other arts programs within our school by 
photographing their performances, making Theatre headshots, 
documenting Visual Art portfolios, and providing public relations 
photographs for school publications and website.  
 

 
Student using our NAEF SHIP grant Nikon D3100 
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Results: Lessons Learned or Findings of Research:  
Providing students with access to an up-to-date digital 
camera generates excitement about photography. This 
grant process was wonderful.  I had a straightforward 
need to teach my students relevant digital photography 
techniques on a new DLSR camera and the NAEF SHIP 
grant provided the funds necessary to purchase a Nikon 
D3100 DSLR Camera.  The camera has been used 
daily in my classroom for assignments and checked out 
many times by students. The high quality digital images 
produced have energized my students, improved my 
lessons in digital photography and provided excellent  
images for school wide events. 
 

Impact of Receiving this Grant: The NAEF SHIP grant has had a direct impact on my current 
and future photography students by providing funds to purchase an up-to-date digital camera. 
Prior to receiving the grant, the need for a new DSLR camera was great because my students, 
many of whom cannot afford to purchase their own camera, relied on borrowing two older digital 
cameras from the school to learn digital photographic techniques and complete projects. The 
grant has improved student learning by giving them the relevant experience needed to gain 
entry into college photography programs and the professional world of fine art and commercial 
photography. Also, being able to check-out the camera to complete projects outside of school 
has allowed students to expand their subject matter to a much larger world, helping them make 
stronger connections between their personal lives and their understanding of art.  
 

Grantee Biography: For the past six years, Emily Thomas has been the Photography Instructor 
at Booker T. Washington Magnet High School in Montgomery, AL.  She received a BFA in 
Photography from the University of Alabama, a MA in Museum Studies from the University of 
Oklahoma, and her Teaching Certificate from Auburn University, Montgomery. In 2003, she 
completed an internship at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Department of Photography in New 
York.  She spent six years at the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts as an Assistant Registrar, 
Photographer, and Curatorial Assistant. In addition, she has volunteered for local art non-profit 
organizations and operates her own commercial photography business.  
 

About the National Art Education Foundation 
NAEF supports visual art educators and promotes the teaching of art through professional development, 
research, and program sponsorship. As an independent, philanthropic organization, NAEF assists with 
efforts to represent the teachers of art in America, improve the conditions of teaching art; promote the 
teaching of art; encourage research and experimentation in art education; sponsor institutes, 
conferences, and programs on art education; and to publish articles, reports, and surveys about art. The 
Foundation has supported 277 projects since its inception in 1985. NAEF funding supports a wide variety 
of professional activities, including research in art education, scholarships for professional development, 
promotion of art education as an integral part of the curriculum; establishment and/or improvement of art 
instruction in public and private K-16 schools; promotion of the teaching of art through activities related to 
the instructional process, curriculum, student learning, student assessment, classroom behavior, 
management, or discipline; purchase of art equipment and/or instructional resources. Donations in 
support of NAEF, a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization, are tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 

Caleb Griffin, Dandelion 
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