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Julie's middle school students 
brainstormed various social issues they 
were facing using this concept map. 

Project Description: 
This research gathered a group of art educators to engage in 
collaborative action research focused on exploring the relationship(s) 
between the enactment of a postmodern curriculum/pedagogy and 
student learning in K-12 classrooms. 
 
Project Goals and Objectives: 
The goal of this research was to provide an opportunity for a group of 
art educators who had adopted a postmodern approach to their art 
education practice the chance to consider, through action research, the 
student learning in their classrooms. The project provided the teacher 
researchers with an opportunity to learn action research methods and 
continually reinforced their commitment to a postmodern art education 
practice.  
 
Description of Activities Supported by this Grant. For Research 
Grantees, include a summary of research methodology. 
Largely informed by Cochran-Smith and Lytle’s (2009) Inquiry as 
Stance, our group worked collectively from an inquiry stance to “call 
into question the effect of existing curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment practices and policies” and with the ultimate purpose of 
“enhancing students’ learning and life chances for participation in and 
contribution to a diverse and democratic society” (p. 146). In short, both 
the group’s method (collaborative inquiry) and the focus of its 
investigation (a postmodern approach to art education) served similar 
purposes: to enhance students’ learning through art as a means of 
educating them for a diverse and democratic society. 
 
Each participant in the group functioned as fellow researchers and 
learners, with their individual practice being the primary site for inquiry. 
The collaborative inquiry group, then, became the support for a 
systematic and intentional inquiry of practice as group members 
collaboratively engaged in a critique of their own and each other’s 
experiences, assumptions, and beliefs.  

The majority of the meeting time was spent looking at individual 
members’ research questions, student work, or evidence/data using a 
protocol from the National School Reform Faculty. These protocols 
focused the conversation, and set a pace to ensure each group 
member’s inquiry received adequate time and attention. Using this 
method for structuring group meetings allowed the group to achieve 
and maintain a productive momentum and remain focused on the 
inquiry. 
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The collaborative inquiry group presented its research 

at the Action Research Network of the Americas 
Conference, May 2014. 

The teacher researchers examine artifacts from 
Beth's elementary art classroom 

Artifacts from Beth's elementary art classroom 

 
Results: Lessons Learned or Findings of Research: A number of themes reoccurred, 
overlapped, and/or emerged from each participant’s action research: 

 As a result of a number of curricular changes, teachers observed an increase in student 
investment into art projects/classwork. 

 Students (and teachers) were more willing to spend precious art class time engaged in 
writing activities, especially when projects were open-ended and students were eager to 
communicate the meaning of their work to the viewers. 

 Teacher researchers had to constantly renegotiate their postmodern approach with 
outdated district curricula.  

 Teachers identified reduced stress and fatigue as a result of a supportive collaborative 
professional environment outside of work and more engaged students at work. 

 Teacher researchers found traditional notions of what it means to “do research.” 
 

Impact of Receiving this Grant: The teacher researchers in the study reported the ways in 
which collaborative inquiry positively impacted the teaching and learning in their classrooms as 
well as how it reinvigorated their own professional and personal selves. Regarding teaching and 
learning, the teacher reported that students were more motivated, invested, and inspired. Their 
classrooms, as a result of asking students to make artwork based on personal interests and 
meaning, required that the art room be a safe-place for self- expression without the fear of 
ridicule. The teachers also reported that engaging in this research changed their role in the 
classroom from conductor to director by giving students more control over their creative work 
(and thus, more responsibility). Regarding the impact on teacher researchers’ professional and 
personal selves, the participants felt motivated and supported by the collaboration, and 
appreciated the accountability toward self-defined professional goals. 
 

Grantee Biography: Leslie Gates, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor of Art Education at 
Millersville University of Pennsylvania and serves as the Conference Administrator for the 
Pennsylvania Art Education Association.  
 

About the National Art Education Foundation 
NAEF supports visual art educators and promotes the teaching of art through professional development, research, and program 
sponsorship.  As an independent, philanthropic organization, NAEF assists with efforts to represent the teachers of art in America, 
improve the conditions of teaching art; promote the teaching of art; encourage research and experimentation in art education; 
sponsor institutes, conferences, and programs on art education; and to publish articles, reports, and surveys about art. The 
Foundation has supported 277 projects since its inception in 1985. NAEF funding supports a wide variety of professional activities, 
including research in art education, scholarships for professional development, promotion of art education as an integral part of the 
curriculum; establishment and/or improvement of art instruction in public and private K-16 schools; promotion of the teaching of art 
through activities related to the instructional process, curriculum, student learning, student assessment, classroom behavior, 
management, or discipline; purchase of art equipment and/or instructional resources. Donations in support of NAEF, a 501(c)3 tax 
exempt organization, are tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 
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