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RAEA MISSION: 

To conduct programs of professional activities for 
state and national events; 

To encourage continued personal involvement and 
development in art education; 

To inform State Associations and NAEA of concerns 
relevant to members of long - standing; 

To encourage and support, as well as provide 
mentorship for,  student members of the NAEA. 

I hope your summer is going well. If retired people have all the time in the world – 
why is it that we are so very busy?  It might be that we want to make good use of this 
valuable thing called time. We use our time to travel, to volunteer, to visit our friends 
and family, and of course to pursue our special talents. For myself, I return to Taos 
New Mexico for the same watercolor workshop I’ve been attending for over 30 years. 
It’s a time to hug old friends, reminisce, drink wine and perhaps do some serious 
painting. I did all the above and even completed ten paintings.

I got a surprise call from Linda Fisher (RAEA Past President). She was in 
Albuquerque, so I took her on a personal tour of the Albuquerque Museum and then 
to lunch at Church Street Café in Old Town (one of my favorite places). We had a 
delightful conversation – I learned that Linda attended college in Kanas. Of course I 
bragged about our triplet grandkids who just graduated from high school back in 
Kansas. One grand daughter was valedictorian – all three were straight 4.0. Now, 
with their kids in college, our youngest son and daughter-in-law will be free to drive 
out for the Balloon Fiesta in October. That event should be on everyone’s bucket list.

In September, my bride and I will be attending our 55th high school reunion 
back in Kansas. (Go Bulldogs) My bride turns 30 every year – hard to believe we 
both graduated the same year.

 I hope you will be attending NAEA in Seattle in 2018 - and be sure to attend 
the RAEA sessions - I’d love to meet everyone in person. Please feel free to contact 
me - you can search “Woody Duncan” on Facebook or check out my blog at the top 
of my website homepage at www.taospaint.com.

http://www.taospaint.com
http://www.taospaint.com


 
 
 

SILENT AUCTION CHAIR NEEDED

RAEA is on a quest to find a member who likes to organize and work with 
artwork, to coordinate the annual RAEA Silent Auction, held during the 

Artisan’s Galley at NAEA conventions.    

Interested?  Intrigued?  Please contact Woody 
(woodyduncan@comcast.net) or Dean (deangjohns@gmail.com).  

  Thank you!! 

RAEA SILENT AUCTION 2018

This End Up

Poppy Artist

Note:  I’’ve attached  two photos of paintings - the 
balloon one was done while I was in Taos at the 
week long watercolor workshop. 

The lady painting poppies, I finished yesterday, is of 
a fellow artist whose name is Marty.  She is a regular 
in Taos - I did a portrait of her husband Jim a few 
years back.

The group that returns to Taos every year in June 
are like an extended family.

Woody
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MARIE 
DAVIS 

LOUISIANA
Marie Tilleux Davis died in her home in Louisiana on April 26, 2017.

She graduated from Northwestern Louisiana with a "B.A. In Art.  She continued 
on to earn the Masters in Fine Art in Painting from the Louisiana State University 
in Baton Rouge.  In 2002 Marie was presented the National Emeritus Art 
Educator Award.

Marie was a long time delegate to the NAEA Delegate’s Assembly.  She was an 
active member of the NAEA-Retired Art Educators Interest Group serving many 
committees.  Marie was an annual contributor to the annual RAEA Art Auction, 
always bringing a fine selection of watercolors.

Marie had a passion for art education, art educators and students.  She 
welcomed the opportunity to enter dialogue with students and fellow educators.

Marie Tilleux Davis always presented the best in an art educator constantly  
advocating for her profession.
advocating for her profession.

I personally was always impressed by her energy, her willingness to include everyone.  Her unique 
approach to,both her own artwork and the needs of the profession provided a unique role model for her 
colleagues.  Marie's wisdom, talent and genuine enthusiasm will be missed.  

Submitted by Robert W Curtis

Watercolor paintings by Marie Tilleux Davis



Grand Cane, LA
Services for Marie Tilleux Davis of Grand Cane were held at the Smyrna Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
April 30.  Visitation began  at 1:00 p.m. followed by a funeral service at 2:00 p.m. and Interment in 
Smyrna Cemetery.

Marie passed away after a lengthy illness at the place of her birth in the Smyrna Community on 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at the age of 86.  Marie was a dedicated wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, teacher, and art enthusiast.

Marie was born on March 13, 1931 to Clarice Vivian “Tip” McMichael Tilleux and Albert Emerson Tilleux.  
Her education was received in the public schools of DeSoto and Caddo Parishes.  She graduated from 
C. E. Byrd High School where she was a proud member of the Hall of Fame. In 1953 she received a B.A. 
degree in Art from Northwestern Louisiana University.  She later earned a Master of Fine Arts in Painting 
from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge.

She attended Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond to renew her teaching certificate in 1973 
and she was later employed by the Tangipahoa Parish School Board to teach art with the parish migrant 
program.  She was assigned to Hammond High School in 1974 to initiate an art curriculum where she 
taught for nearly 25 years.  In recognition of her service to the arts, Marie has received numerous awards 
including the Louisiana Art Education Association’s Retired Art Educator of the Year, and the National Art 
Education Association’s Retired Educator of the Year,

Throughout her life, Marie was actively dedicated to the Smyrna Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian 
Church in Hammond, La., her family, her community, and many professional organizations including 
scouting, United Way, AAUW, Hammond Art Guild, Association of Women in the Arts, DeSoto Arts 
Council, Hoover Watercolor Society, The Barnwell Center, and the Hemerocallis Study Club Ark-La-Tex 
Area.

Marie is survived by her loving husband of 63 years, Lawrence Houston Davis, six children Diane 
Baringer (Dale), Paul Davis (Susan), Lee Davis, Martha Fontcuberta (Tom), Ellen Place (Larry), Thomas 
Davis (Rachel), fifteen grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, and her sister, Betty Jo Tilleux Breaux 
(Allen) and nieces and nephews.

Marie was preceded in death by her grandmother, Bessie Billingsley McMichael, her parents, Clarice 
Vivian “Tip” and Albert E. “Al” Tilleux, her brother, Gerald Tilleux, one grandchild, Mae Ellen Burke, and 
one great-grandchild, Stephen Lloyd Smith.



REFLECTIONS

BOB 
CURTIS 

MICHIGAN

Do you have short statements that “reflect” on your beliefs and philosophy of art education and teaching? Let’s hear 
them!  Please email them to me by the  E-Bulletin deadline listed at the end of this issue.  Thanks!!!  Dean

RECOLLECTIONS ON A LIFE IN EDUCATION
“STUDENTS”

SOME HIGHLIGHTS

THE DAY A SPECIAL EDUCATION EDUCATOR CAME TO ME TO THANK ME FOR THE WORK I 
DID WITH ONE OF HER STUDENTS.  THROUGH OUR REGULAR LESSONS IN CLASS THE 
STUDENT GAINED GROSS MOTOR CONTROL ENABLING HIM TO WRITE HIS WHOLE NAME 
ON A SINGLE SHEET OF PAPER.  WHAT A GREAT FEELING THAT WE COUD ACHIEVE 
UNINTENDED ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

THE WEEKEND I SPENT IN NEW YORK CITY ATTENDING THE MIDLIFE RETROSPECTIVE  AT 
THE WHITNEY MUSEUM OF A FORMER STUDENT  (MIKE KELLEY) WHO HAD BEEN A HIGH 
ACHIEVER IN HIGH SCHOOL. PRIDE IN HIS ACCOMPLISHMENT BUT ALSO GRATIFIED 
WHEN HE EXPRESSED THANKS FOR ALL THE EXPERIENCES I HAD PROVIDED HIM WHEN 
IN HIGH SCHOOL.

THE MANY YEARS THAT I TOOK AWARD WINNING STUDENTS TO MICHIGAN YOUTH ARTS 
FESTIVAL TO RECEIVE THEIR RECOGNITION.

THE REGULAR SUCCESSES OF STUDENTS FOR ACHIEVING GOOD RESULTS FOR 
EXERCISES COMPLETED AND THE RECOGNITION THEY RECEIVED FROM FELLOW 
STUDENTS AND OTHER FACULTY MEMBERS. 

THE OPPORTUNITY FOR MY STUDENTS TO INTERACT WITH OTHER STUDENTS IN COOPERATIVE PROCESSES AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE THINKING EXERCISES.

                                                      RECOLLETIONS ON A LIFE IN EDUCATION
                                                        “PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT”

THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE CHILD DEVELOPMENT AT ALL LEVELS OF EDUCATION.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK COLLABORATIVELY WITH OTHER EDUCATORS TO DEVELOP CURRICULUM 
APPROPRIATE TO STUDENTS NEEDS.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPAND MY PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH INVOLVEMENT WITH  EDUCATORS IN 
OTHER DISCIPLINES,

THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE A PART OF THE MAEA-NAEA NOT ONLY AS A MEMBER BUT AS A PERSON IN GOVERNANCE 
LEADERSHIP.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO REPRESENT THE EDUCATORS OF THE SECONDARY LEVEL ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE AS PRESIDENT OF THE MAEA, THE NAEA AND THE NAEA-RAEA. 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO REPRESENT ART EDUCATORS ON A ROCKEFELLER EDUCATION PANEL, A KENNEDY CENTER 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE TO AUSTRALIA AND A JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS IN EDUCATION  
COMMITTEE FOR THE STATE OF MICHIGAN.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO COOPERATIVELY DEVELOP A MAEA FALL CONFERENCE.



 THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP DEEP FRIENDSHIPS WITH EDUCATORS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY AS WE 
WORKED TO BETTER OUR FIELD.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE INVOLVED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL ART EDUCATION FOUNDATION AND 
TO CONTINUE AS AN ACTIVE  LIFE TRUSTEE OF THAT FOUNDATION.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO WITNESS EMERGING LEADERSHIP IN THE ART EDUCATION FIELD; THE GROWTH OF OUR 
PRACTITIONERS NOT ONLY IN THEIR CLASSROOMS BUT IN THEIR LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT. 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE OUR PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION CONTINUE TO GROW IN RESPONSE TO NEW 
CHALLENGES AND TO BE A BEACON OF SUPPORT TO OTHER EDUCATORS.

“FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO THE 
PRAIRIES TO THE OCEANS...”

HAVE A 
GREAT 
SUMMER!



COMMIT to informing the editors of subjects you would like to see addressed.

COMMIT to contributing an article for inclusion in the E-Bulletin.

COMMIT to contributing artwork and/or sponsoring an auction table for the RAEA Silent Auction at the 
NAEA Convention (the only revenue source for RAEA).

COMMIT to exhibiting in the RAEA Members E-Gallery. When submitting work please include YOUR NAME 
AND STATE, THE TITLE OF THE WORK,THE MEDIUM AND SIZE, AND A SHORT DESCRIPTIVE 
COMMENT.  HELP MAKE THE E-GALLERY A SUCCESS.

COMMIT to keeping us updated on member news;  changes in RAEA State/Province leadership, gallery 
exhibits, milestones, deaths.

COMMIT to creating new opportunities for yourself and those around you! 

YOU ARE THE RAEA!!!  DO YOUR PART TO MAKE THE RAEA A VITAL ISSUES GROUP OF THE 
NAEA!

SEND Dean Johns the name and contact information of your state/province representative.

DEADLINE FOR ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE E-BULLETIN IS THE 15TH 
OF THE MONTH PRECEDING PUBLICATION:   DECEMBER 15 FOR 
JANUARY, FEBRUARY 15 FOR MARCH, APRIL 15 FOR MAY, JUNE 15 FOR 
JULY, AUGUST 15 FOR SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER 15 FOR NOVEMBER.  

NEXT DEADLINE IS AUGUST 15

ITEMS IN NEED OF ACTION

COMMIT TO RAEA



President - Woody Duncan, New Mexico
President-Elect - Rick Lasher, New Jersey
Past President - Linda Willis Fisher, Illinois
E-Bulletin Co-Editors - Robert Curtis, Michigan, 
                                       Dean Johns, North Carolina
Secretary - Becky Blaine, Illinois
Treasurer - Kathryn Hillyer, Illinois
Awards Chair - Emily “Boo” Ruch, Tennessee
Silent Auction Chair -
Membership Chair - Patsy Parker, Virginia

RAEA PRESIDENT:  Woody Duncan, woodyduncan@comcast.net 
RAEA PRESIDENT ELECT:  Rick Lasher, ricklasher@aol.com
RAEA PAST PRESIDENT: Linda Willis Fisher, lmwfis@ilstu.edu

E-BULLETIN CO-EDITORS:  
Robert W. Curtis, rwcurtis37@gmail.com 
Dean G. Johns, deangjohns@gmail.com

THE RAEA E-BULLETIN IS SENT ELECTRONICALLY TO CURRENT 
MEMBERS OF NAEA WHOSE MEMBERSHIP DESIGNATION IS 
“RETIRED” AND WHO HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS ON FILE WITH NAEA.  
IT IS PUBLISHED IN MONTHS WHEN THERE IS NOT AN NAEA NEWS.  
SPECIAL ISSUES ARE PUBLISHED AS NEED ARISES.

CONTACTS

2017 - 2018  RAEA BOARD  
and Committee Chairs

JOIN US AT NAEA IN SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
MARCH  22 - 24,  2018 


