
 

 

 
 

NAEA Adopted Position Statements under Review March 2018 
 

Review Process: 
The Platform Working Group has reviewed the following Position Statements, adopted in March 2016. 
Each Position Statement can be either 1) Kept as is, 2) Kept with modifications, or 3) Archived (no longer 
relevant in any context). The recommendation regarding each Position Statement is at the close of each 
Position Statement. The recommendations will be presented at the 2018 Delegates Assembly. Final action 
regarding each Position Statement will be determined by the NAEA Board at the March 2018 meeting 
following the Delegates Assembly.  

 
Category: Art Educators 
 
Position Statement on Importance of Visual Arts Supervisors/Administrators in PreK-12 
Education [Adopted March 2015] 
 
NAEA believes that school districts should support arts education programs by having and maintaining arts 
education supervisor position(s). Visual Arts Supervisors/Administrators ensure exemplary visual arts 
programs that meet the needs of all students. The role of the supervisor is to implement Pre-K-12 
programs through rigorous curriculum aligned to state and/or national arts standards; engaging instruction; 
authentic assessment; quality equipment, facilities and resources; community advocacy; and professional 
development for highly qualified certified/licensed educators. This includes collaboration with school 
leadership teams regarding teacher evaluation and the development of teacher leaders in the arts. 
 
NAEA recognizes that while the visual arts shares characteristics with other arts disciplines, it stands as its 
own unique discipline within the arts. NAEA believes it is imperative that support for visual arts educators 
and district programs be provided by supervisors/administrators with experience in the field of visual arts 
education.  
 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2018:  
 

Position Statement on Importance of Visual Arts Supervisors/Administrators in PreK-12 
Education [Reviewed and Proposed for Revision, March 2018] 
 

NAEA believes that school districts should support visual arts education programs by having and 
maintaining one or more visual arts education supervisor positions. Visual Arts Supervisors/Administrators 
ensure exemplary visual arts programs that meet the needs of all students through the implementation of 
PreK-12 programs with:  

 rigorous curriculum aligned to state and/or national visual arts standards;  

 engaging instruction;  

 authentic student assessment;  

 quality equipment, facilities, instructional materials, and other resources;  

 appropriate allocation of budgets 

 community advocacy;   

 participation in interviewing and recommending visual arts educators for hire, 

 observations of visual arts educators with content specific feedback,  

 professional development for highly qualified certified/licensed educators.  

 collaboration on school leadership teams regarding teacher evaluation, and 

 development of teacher leaders  
 

NAEA recognizes that while the visual arts shares characteristics with other arts disciplines, it stands as its 
own unique discipline within the arts. NAEA believes it is imperative that supervisors/administrators with 
experience in the field of visual arts education provide support for visual arts educators, and 
implementation and maintenance of district programs. 



 

 

Position Statement on Importance of Visual Arts Supervisors/Administrators in PreK-12 
Education (continued) 
 

Recommended Changes for March 2018:  
Delete the language highlighted in green.  Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 

 
NAEA believes that school districts should support (add) visual arts education programs by having and 
maintaining (add) one or more visual arts education supervisor positions. (delete) Visual Arts 
Supervisors/Administrators ensure exemplary visual arts programs that meet the needs of all students. The 
role of the supervisor is to implement PreK-12 programs through rigorous curriculum aligned to state and/or 
national arts standards; engaging instruction; authentic assessment; quality equipment, facilities and 
resources; community advocacy; and professional development for highly qualified certified/licensed 
educators. (Change to:) Visual Arts Supervisors/Administrators ensure exemplary visual arts programs that 
meet the needs of all students through the implementation of PreK-12 programs with: (Change to:) list: 

 rigorous curriculum aligned to state and/or national (add) visual arts standards;  

 engaging instruction;  

 authentic (add) student assessment;  

 quality equipment, facilities, (add) instructional materials, and other resources;  

 (add) appropriate allocation of budgets 

 community advocacy;   

 (add) participation in interviewing and recommending visual arts educators for hire, 

 (add) observations of visual arts educators with content specific feedback,  

 (add) professional development for highly qualified certified/licensed educators.  

 collaboration on school leadership teams regarding teacher evaluation, and 

 development of teacher leaders  
(delete) This includes collaboration with school leadership teams regarding teacher evaluation and the 
development of teacher leaders in the arts. 
 

NAEA recognizes that while the visual arts shares characteristics with other arts disciplines, it stands as its 
own unique discipline within the arts. (delete) NAEA believes it is imperative that support for visual arts 
educators and district programs be provided by supervisors/administrators with experience in the field of 
visual arts education. (Change to:)_NAEA believes it is imperative that supervisors/administrators with 
experience in the field of visual arts education provide support for visual arts educators, (add) and 
implementation and maintenance of district programs. 



 

 

Category: Relationships 
 
Position Statement on the Value of Collaborative Research [Adopted March 2015] 
 

NAEA believes that teaching and learning in the visual arts in PreK-16 classrooms, art museums, and 
community programs are strengthened by knowledge gained through collaborative research. The 
complexity of issues in visual arts education today requires frameworks for collaborative research that bring 
together the collective expertise and perspectives of researchers and practitioners in addressing shared 
educational concerns and opportunities. 
 

NAEA supports collaborative research that can result in effective educational change. In responding to an 
issue or problem in visual art education an opportunity for informing teaching and learning practice is 
identified, a collaborative research plan is developed and implemented, and the outcomes are shared as a 
basis for future decision-making about practice and policy. 
 

Collaborative research encompasses a range of methods and approaches and can involve teams of 
teachers, higher education faculty, artists, students, administrators, community members, policy makers, 
and partner organizations.  
 

Opportunities for collaborative research are found within the changing circumstances and situations facing 
visual arts educators today. The NAEA Research Agenda provides an accessible means of identifying 
research topics and trends that can further understanding and heighten the impact of visual art education 
programs in all settings. 
 
Note: This Position Statement was developed by the NAEA Research Commission; Revision for March 
2018 approved by the NAEA Reseach Commission.  
 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2018:  
 

Position Statement on the Value of Collaborative Research 
[Reviewed and Proposed for Revision, March 2018] 
 
NAEA believes that knowledge gained through collaborative research strengthens teaching and learning in 
the visual arts in PreK-post-secondary classrooms, art museums, and community programs. Collaborative 
research encompasses a range of methods and approaches and can involve teams of PreK-12 educators, 
museum educators, higher education faculty, artists, students, administrators, community art educators, 
policy makers, partner organizations, and local stakeholders. Collaborations can involve making 
connections with other non-arts subject areas.  
 

The complexity of issues* in visual arts education today requires frameworks for collaborative research that 
bring together the collective expertise and perspectives of researchers, practitioners, and other 
collaborators in addressing shared educational concerns and opportunities. 
 

NAEA supports collaborative research that can result in effective educational change. Once an opportunity 
for informing teaching and learning practice has been identified in response to an issue or problem in visual 
arts education, a collaborative research plan is developed and implemented, and the outcomes are shared 
as a basis for future decision-making about practice and policy.)  
 
The NAEA Research Agenda provides an accessible means of identifying research topics and trends that 
can further understanding and heighten the impact of visual arts education programs in all settings. 
 
Resource: 
*See NAEA Research Agenda https://www.arteducators.org/research/articles/168-naea-research-agenda) 
for current issues in art education. 

  
Recommended Changes for March 2018: see next page 
Delete the language highlighted in green.  Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 

https://www.arteducators.org/research/articles/168-naea-research-agenda


 

 

 
 (delete) NAEA believes that teaching and learning in the visual arts in (delete PreK-16) (change to: PreK-
21) classrooms, art museums, and community programs are strengthened by knowledge gained through 
collaborative research.(Change to:) NAEA believes that knowledge gained through collaborative research 
strengthens teaching and learning in the visual arts in (delete PreK-16) (change to:) PreK-post-secondary 
classrooms, art museums, and community programs. 
Move this from 3rd paragraph to 1st paragraph –  
Collaborative research encompasses a range of methods and approaches and can involve teams of 
(delete: teachers) (change to: PreK-12 educators), (add:) museum educators), higher education faculty, 
artists, students, administrators, (add) community art educators,) (delete: community members) policy 
makers, (delete: and) partner organizations (add:) and local stakeholders). (add) Collaborations can involve 
making connections with other non-arts subject areas.)  
 

Move from 3rd paragraph to become new 2nd paragraph: 
The complexity of issues* (add *) in visual arts education today requires frameworks for collaborative 
research that bring together the collective expertise and perspectives of (delete: researchers and 
practitioners) (change to:) researchers, practitioners, and other collaborators in addressing shared 
educational concerns and opportunities. 
 

Move from 2nd paragraph to become new 3rd paragraph: 
NAEA supports collaborative research that can result in effective educational change.  
(Delete)In responding to an issue or problem in visual arts education an opportunity for informing teaching 
and learning practice is identified, a collaborative research plan is developed and implemented, and the 
outcomes are shared as a basis for future decision-making about practice and policy.)   
(Change to): Once an opportunity for informing teaching and learning practice has been identified in 
response to an issue or problem in visual arts education, a collaborative research plan is developed and 
implemented, and the outcomes are shared as a basis for future decision-making about practice and 
policy.)  
 

(delete this entire sentence) Opportunities for collaborative research are found within the changing 
circumstances and situations facing visual arts educators today.The NAEA Research Agenda provides an 
accessible means of identifying research topics and trends that can further understanding and heighten the 
impact of visual (add) arts education programs in all settings. 
 



 

 

Category: Curriculum 
 
Position Statement on Art Education and Social Justice [Adopted March 2015] 
  

NAEA recognizes the importance of art education to raise critical consciousness, foster empathy and 
respect for others, build community, and motivate people to promote positive social change. Service 
learning is one approach to education in which social justice is addressed through service with others, 
often in arts-based projects. 
 

Artists often engage with the issues of their time, and some treat the creation of art as a social practice. Art 
can provide a meaningful catalyst to engage individuals and communities to take action around a social 
issue. The processes by which people create and interact with art can help them understand and challenge 
inequities through art education and social justice.  
 

The interconnectedness of the Internet has enabled many social justice and service learning projects to 
grow into global arts-based efforts. Visual art educators are encouraged to have their students participate 
in pre-existing social justice/service learning projects or to develop their own. 
 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2018:  
 

Position Statement on (add) Visual Arts Education and Social Justice  
[Reviewed and Proposed for Revision, March 2018] 
 

NAEA recognizes the importance of visual arts education to raise critical consciousness, foster empathy 
and respect for others, build community, and motivate people to promote positive social change.  
 

Artists and cultural organizations often engage with the issues of their time, and some treat the creation 
and/or curation of art as a social practice. Art can provide a meaningful catalyst to engage individuals and 
communities to take action around a social issue. The processes by which people create and interact with 
art can help them understand and challenge inequities through art education and social justice.  
 

The interconnectedness of online resources and social media has enabled many social justice and service 
learning projects to grow into global arts-based efforts. Visual art educators are encouraged to have their 
students participate in social justice/service learning projects or to identify, create, and implement their 
own. These projects can help educators and students bring about awareness of social justice issues, open 
dialogue, and identify ways in which the arts can impact efforts to address injustice. 
 

Recommended Changes for March 2018:  
Delete the language highlighted in green.  Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 
 

NAEA recognizes the importance of (add) visual arts education to raise critical consciousness, foster 
empathy and respect for others, build community, and motivate people to promote positive social change.  
(delete) Service learning is one approach to education in which social justice is addressed through service 
with others, often in arts-based projects.  
 

Artists (add) and cultural organizations often engage with the issues of their time, and some treat the 
creation (add) and/or curation of art as a social practice. Art can provide a meaningful catalyst to engage 
individuals and communities to take action around a social issue. The processes by which people create 
and interact with art can help them understand and challenge inequities through art education and social 
justice.  
 

The interconnectedness (delete) of the Internet (add:) of online resources and social media has enabled 
many social justice and service learning projects to grow into global arts-based efforts. Visual art educators 
are encouraged to have their students participate in (delete) pre-existing social justice/service learning 
projects or to (delete) develop their own. (add) identify, create, and implement their own. \(add) These 

projects can help educators and students bring about awareness of social justice issues, open dialogue, 
and identify ways in which the arts can impact efforts to address injustice. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_consciousness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_change
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaching_for_social_justice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_consciousness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_change
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaching_for_social_justice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaching_for_social_justice


 

 

Category: Curriculum 
 

Position Statement on Media Arts [Adopted March 2015] 
  

NAEA supports the implementation of visual arts education that encompasses traditional media arts 
including film, graphic communications, and animation as well as new media forms of expression. 
Emerging technologies within media arts include virtual design, interactive design, virtual and augmented 
reality, moving images, multimedia, and design of mediated images, objects, spaces, and experiences. 

In 2014, for the first time, the National Core Arts Standards include media arts standards which can be 
used for instruction by certified/licensed visual art educators in conjunction with the visual arts standards. 
Media arts and visual arts are complementary disciplines within a comprehensive art curriculum.  

Recognizing the growing interest in media arts as constantly evolving modes of expression, all learners, in 
both schools and community-based settings, benefit from developing knowledge and skills within the 
broadest range of artistic media to support their capacity to be effective communicators.  
 

Resource: NAEA Definition - VISUAL ARTS, as defined by the National Art Education Association, include 
the traditional fine arts, such as, drawing, painting, printmaking, photography and sculpture; media arts, 
such as, animation, video and emerging digital technologies; design, such as, communication, product, and 
interactive; environmental, such as, architecture, landscape architecture, interior and urban planning; 
conceptual, performance, participatory, street, and folk arts and works of art in clay, glass, metal, wood, 
fiber, paper and other materials. (Revised March 2017) 
 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2018:  
 

Position Statement on Media Arts [Reviewed and Proposed for Revision, March 2018] 
  

NAEA supports the implementation of visual arts education that encompasses traditional media arts 
including film and video, graphic communications, and animation as well as new media forms of 
expression. Emerging technologies within media arts include, but are not limited to, virtual design, 
interactive design, virtual and augmented reality, moving images, multimedia, 3-D printing, and design of 
mediated images, objects, spaces, and experiences.   
 

The 2014 National Arts Standards include include media arts standards which can be used for instruction 
by certified/licensed visual art educators in conjunction with the visual arts standards. Media arts and visual 
arts are complementary disciplines within a comprehensive art curriculum.  
 

Recognizing the growing interest in media arts as constantly evolving modes of expression, all learners, in 
both schools and community-based settings, benefit from developing knowledge and skills within the 
broadest range of artistic media to support their capacity to be effective communicators.  
 

Recommended Changes for March 2018:  
Delete the language highlighted in green.  Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 
 

NAEA supports the implementation of visual arts education that encompasses traditional media arts 
including film (add) and video, graphic communications, and animation as well as new media forms of 
expression. Emerging technologies within media arts include(add), but are not limited to, virtual design, 
interactive design, virtual and augmented reality, moving images, multimedia, (add) 3-D printing, and 
design of mediated images, objects, spaces, and experiences.   

(Delete) In 2014, for the first time, the National Core Arts Standards (Change to:)The 2014 National Arts 
Standards include media arts standards which can be used for instruction by certified/licensed visual art 
educators in conjunction with the visual arts standards. Media arts and visual arts are complementary 
disciplines within a comprehensive art curriculum.  
 

Recognizing the growing interest in media arts as constantly evolving modes of expression, all learners, in 
both schools and community-based settings, benefit from developing knowledge and skills within the 
broadest range of artistic media to support their capacity to be effective communicators.  



 

 

Category: Instruction 
 

Position Statement on Instruction, Assessment and Student Learning in the Visual Arts 
[Adopted March 2015] 
 

NAEA believes that quality teaching in the visual arts is a multi-faceted, complex endeavor that 
acknowledges the integral relationship between instruction, assessment, and learning. Authentic 
assessment in the visual arts informs instruction and, in itself, is a collaborative process between learners 
and educators. 
 

Quality instruction and assessment fosters skills and provides tools so that learners can reflect on and 
carefully consider their learning in art, empowering learners with greater agency in shaping their own 
development. The art educator grounds art experiences in essential understandings and inquiry questions 
that are relevant to learners and demonstrate how the visual arts impact society. 
 

NAEA advocates for policy makers and administrators to support professional development that empowers 
art educators in facilitating the integrated process of meaningful instruction, assessment, and learning. 
 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2018:  
 

Position Statement on the Relationship Among Instruction, Assessment and Student 
Learning in the Visual Arts [Reviewed and Proposed for Revision, March 2018] 
 

NAEA believes that quality teaching in the visual arts is a multi-faceted, complex endeavor that 
acknowledges the integral relationship between instruction, assessment, and learning. Authentic 
assessment in the visual arts informs instruction and, in itself, is a collaborative process between learners 
and educators. 
 

Quality instruction and assessment fosters skills and provides tools so that learners can reflect on and 
carefully consider their learning in art, empowering learners with greater agency in shaping their own 
development. The art educator grounds art experiences in enduring understandings and essential 
questions that are relevant to learners and demonstrate how the visual arts impact society. 
 

NAEA advocates for policy makers and administrators to support subject specific professional development 
that empowers art educators in facilitating the integrated process of meaningful instruction, assessment, 
and learning in the visual arts. 
 

Recommended Changes for March 2018:  
Delete the language highlighted in green.  Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 
 
NAEA believes that quality teaching in the visual arts is a multi-faceted, complex endeavor that 
acknowledges the integral relationship between instruction, assessment, and learning. Authentic 
assessment in the visual arts informs instruction and, in itself, is a collaborative process between learners 
and educators. 
 

Quality instruction and assessment fosters skills and provides tools so that learners can reflect on and 
carefully consider their learning in art, empowering learners with greater agency in shaping their own 
development. The art educator grounds art experiences in (delete) essential understandings and inquiry 
questions (change to:) enduring understandings and essential questions. that are relevant to learners and 
demonstrate how the visual arts impact society. 
 

NAEA advocates for policy makers and administrators to support (add) subject specific professional 
development that empowers art educators in facilitating the integrated process of meaningful instruction, 
assessment, and learning (add) in the visual arts. 


