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Last summer, I introduced the focus of this year’s Palette as the 
“Year of Living Uncertainly” and I asked, “What are you most 
troubled about during these uncertain times?” 

Is it the nonstop news that flows moment-by-moment from our 
nation’s capital? The sea of change in educational philosophy 
espoused by the U.S. Department of Education? The state and 
district budget cuts and new curriculum mandates? Or perhaps 
the very real question of whether, or to what extent, the arts 
will be included in the future of education, despite mounting 
evidence of their value in developing human potential?

Akin to the saying that “the only constant is change,” it is clear 
that the world is becoming ever more volatile, more confusing, 
and more uncertain.

BUT WAIT! Let’s pause for a deep, cleansing breath…

This is the post-Convention Palette. And after a rousing 
gathering in Seattle, if there is anything I know, it is that there 
are a number of truisms that we can never forget or lose faith in 
when it comes to visual arts education, NAEA, and the resilience 
and commitment of our vibrant community.

Always inspired and energized by this epic gathering each year, 
it is in that spirit as I leave Seattle, that I offer “Ten Things I Am 
Certain About”…

 #1 – I’m certain that the uplifting energy and impactful 
perspective of the thousands who convened in Seattle created 
an irresistible force for advocacy and change. And I’ve seen each 
year what a growing force our community is becoming. 

#2 – Speaking of advocacy, I’m certain that “artivism” is a 
movement whose time has come. If you aren’t familiar with 
this mash-up of “art” and “activism,” it is the use of art to make 
advocacy more powerful and resonant in bringing about change.

#3 – I’m certain that NAEA is one of the smartest and most 
passionate professional communities. You are engaged. You 
know where to target your initiatives for greatest effect. You 
know how to tap one another to gain greater insight and apply 
that insight for optimum impact.

#4 – I’m certain that Nick Cave, Barbara Earl Thomas, Golan 
Levin, Shin Yu Pai, Rebecca Kamen, John Grade, and many 
others challenged your assumptions and perhaps changed the 
way you look at the world. 

#5 – I’m certain that the STEAM movement is an intriguing 
take on cross-disciplinary synergies whose power and efficacy is 
taking hold. 
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#6 – I’m certain that the value of the Convention experience 
continues to expand throughout our community for all 
members. 

#7 – I’m certain that every conversation in Seattle gave me 
and others more food for thought and fresh ideas for the work 
before us. 

#8 – I’m certain that the future of art education is both 
challenging and bright. I believe in the “art of the possible” 
because the future of art education is in the hands of the 
thousands of you that made the pilgrimage to Seattle. You 
brought your knowledge and experience, your energy, your 
enthusiasm, and your absolute insistence on not taking “no” for 
an answer.

#9 – I know that we can use uncertainty as a tool. Because we 
are unequivocally certain in the power of art education—and in 
a world of uncertainty, those who wield certainty and have the 
arguments to back up their certainty, have an edge.

#10 – I’m certain that art educators left Seattle with a renewed 
mission and sense of empowerment to take action on behalf of 
all learners. 

And that is what always certainly happens following the NAEA 
National Convention. If you couldn’t find your way to Seattle, 
you can get a taste of that experience—and the empowerment—
through the videos posted on the NAEA website, handouts 
loaded on the app and the new conversations in Collaborate 
sparked by the Convention. 

You just need to keep that energy alive. Apply it. Share it. Grow 
it. And know that your NAEA community is here to support you 
in your efforts in every way we can. And make plans now to be 
in Boston next spring, March 14-16, 2019, for the 2019 NAEA 
National Convention!  

Cleansing the Palette 
How are you going to use the “certainties” embedded in the NAEA National Convention  
to combat the uncertainties you face moment-by-moment in today's world? 

Keep that energy alive. Apply 
it. Share it. Grow it. And know 
that your NAEA community is 
here to support you…”
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