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“Perspective is worth 80 points of IQ.”

This	quote	comes	from	computer	scientist	Alan	Kay.	He’s	a	big-
deal	computer	scientist—the	idea	for	the	mouse,	the	graphical	
user	interface,	even	the	personal	computer,	can	be	traced	back	
to	his	work	in	the	1960s-1970s	at	Xerox’s	Palo	Alto	Research	
Center. 

I’ve	mentioned	Kay’s	“perspective”	quote	before,	and	it	has	
come	to	mind	again	as	we	contemplate	the	course	of	our	work	at	
NAEA.	Perspective,	of	course,	is	a	familiar	concept	in	the	world	
of	art	and	design.	It’s	also	a	major	concept	in	politics,	in	social	
justice, in science and mathematics, in solving virtually any 
problem.	(Alan	Kay’s	thought	when	he	coined	the	phrase.)

Perspective	is	all	about	point	of	view.	And	for	several	years	
now,	NAEA	has	focused	on	why	it’s	important	to	gain	a	fresh	
perspective	and	how	to	see	differently.	The	National	Art	Honor	
Society	student	exhibit	now	on	display	in	our	NAEA	Studio	&	
Gallery	reminds	us	of	the	importance	of	seeing	differently.	One	
compelling	interactive	design	piece,	juried	into	the	show	from	
among	1,160	works	submitted,	is	entitled	“WHO ARE WE?” The 
artist—Isabella Pecci, a senior at Nonnewaug High School in 
Woodbury, Connecticut—describes her experiences as a biracial 
child	and	challenges	the	viewer	to	“allow	future	generations	to	
use their creativity and intelligence to accept who we are.”   

The	NAEA	National	Task	Force	on	Equity,	Diversity	&	Inclusion	
is	in	the	midst	of	taking	a	critical	look	at	NAEA	and	who	we	
are. While a daunting charge—and never so daunting as it is 
now	during	this	time	of	heightened	White	nationalism	and	
#MeToo—this	work	is	crucial	to	advancing	NAEA’s	mission.	The	
Task	Force	will	be	presenting	its	findings	and	recommendations	
to	the	Board	of	Directors	and	the	membership	next	spring	
during	the	NAEA	National	Convention	
in Boston. 

Speaking	of	Boston,	we’ve	been	looking	
at	our	national	convention	from	fresh	
new angles as well. For those who 
have been to previous conventions, 
you’ll	notice	one	change	immediately:	
There’s no convention theme. While 
having	a	theme	for	many	years	provided	
a	tighter	focus	on	specific	content,	it	
also	narrowed	the	space	for	other	slants	
or interpretations—an unintended 
consequence.	Yes,	even	our	national	
convention has been inclusion 
challenged. 
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From the Executive Director

One of the first tenets of inclusion: Challenge the 
conventions of what’s in and what’s not. Start with our 
own thinking. You see, the more we broaden our perspective, 
the more inclusive we become. 

When we practice inclusion, we break down barriers. We open 
ourselves to new experiences. We reboot our curiosity. And 
while	we	are	artists,	we	must	never	forget	that	we	are	also	
educators.	We’ve	answered	the	call	to	serve	as	a	catalyst	for	
learning.	Our	work	is	to	open	minds,	and—sometimes—the	
mind we may most need to open is our own. 

In	this	issue,	Jennifer	Dahl	writes	about	the	excitement	of	
teaching her elementary school classes about the arts and 
language	of	the	local	Ho-Chunk	Nation	of	Black	River	Falls	
in Wisconsin. Asha Whittle discusses interviewing LGBTQ+ 
students	at	her	Oregon	middle	school	about	how	teachers	
could	better	create	a	place	of	belonging	at	school	for	them.	The	
students'	answers	still	resonate	with	her.	“I	feel	a	renewed	sense	
of	purpose	in	continuing	to	create	safe	spaces,”	Whittle	says.	

And	this	brings	me	to	the	focus	for	this	new	school	year’s	series	
of	Palette	columns:	“Rebooting	Curiosity.”	In	the	last	Palette,	I	
encouraged you to spend the summer in aimless regeneration 
so	that	you	might	come	into	the	school	year	thirsty	for	new	
experiences to bring to the learners you work with.

Now,	I’m	further	encouraging	you	to	distill	what	you’re	curious	
about and to explore the unknown—in the spaces and places 
you work with learners, in your curriculum, in your community, 
throughout	NAEA—with	renewed	vigor	and,	yes,	fresh	
perspective. Then, please, share what you have learned. Include 
all	of	us.	

Best	wishes	for	a	stellar	new	school	year!		

Cleansing the Palette: Rebooting Curiosity 
One of the first tenets of inclusion: Challenge the conventions of what’s in and what’s not.              
Start with our own thinking.

2018 NAHS Juried Exhibit. "Who Are We?" Interactive design by Isabella Pecci, 12th grade, 
Nonnewaug High School, Woodbury, CT. NAHS Sponsor: Leeza Desjardins
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