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DISTINGUISHED FELLOWS CRITERIA 
 
Distinguished Fellows (DF) of the National Art Education Association are members of the NAEA 
who are recognized for their service to the Association and to the profession. Each Fellow 
demonstrates a reasonable profile of accomplishment that extends across several criteria: 

• NAEA or other awards that honor exemplary teaching, research, scholarship, 
leadership, and/or professional service. 

• Chair or member of NAEA standing and/or ad hoc committees 
• National or regional convention program chairs 
• NAEA task force membership or chair 
• Editorship and/or member of editorial boards of NAEA publications 
• Research and research-related activity reported through NAEA publications 
• Major presentations at NAEA national or regional conventions (general sessions, super 

sessions, etc.) 
• Board of Directors or Delegates Assembly or service on other NAEA governance 

bodies 
Officers and Board members may be nominated as Fellows only after retirement from the 
Board of Directors. The immediate NAEA Past President is automatically nominated upon 
conclusion of his or her term of office. 

 
HISTORY 
 
In 1980, NAEA President Kent Anderson, and Past Presidents Charles Dorn and Harlan Hoffa 
initiated what was referred to as the Past Presidents Council of NAEA. In March of that year, at 
the NAEA Convention in Atlanta, five Past Presidents convened for a wine and cheese 
reception to discuss the possibility of forming such a group under the auspices of NAEA. 
 
In March 1982, Harlan Hoffa and NAEA Executive Director John Mahlmann met and discussed 
forming an NAEA Distinguished Fellows group. Hoffa wrote to NAEA President Kent Anderson, 
then Past President of NAEA, “Many professional groups recognize members who have 
distinguished themselves in one way or another by designating them as Fellows. There is no 
vehicle for such recognition in art education, and the profession has been worthy of the 
continuing special recognition that designation as Fellow would afford.” 
 
The establishment of the Distinguished Fellows with duties and responsibilities, criteria, 
selection processes, and administration became official during the presidency of Edmund 
Feldman (1981-1983). The 16 NAEA past presidents made up the first class of Distinguished 
Fellows and the following year other NAEA members were considered for DF membership. 
 
 
CURRENT INITIATIVES 
 
Fellows Forums  
Fellows Forums at the National Convention may only be proposed and presented by 
Distinguished Fellows. Procedures are as follows: 
demonstrates a reasonable profile of accomplishment that extends across several criteria: 

• Distinguished Fellows may respond to the National Convention Program Chair’s call for 
presentations by preparing a proposal. 

• When appropriate and necessary, the Distinguished Fellow who proposes a Fellows Forum 
session may invite other experts, who are not Distinguished Fellows, to join the proposed 
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Forum presentation.  
• Proposals should be titled “Fellows Forum: __” with the content title for the session 

following the colon. 
• All proposed Fellows Forums are reviewed with others submitted in the same area or 

category using the same procedures as all convention proposals. Acceptance is not 
guaranteed.  

 
Ask a Fellow and Convention Mentoring Sessions 
 Ask a Fellow is a project of the NAEA Distinguished Fellows intended to bring together 
researchers who have questions with Distinguished Fellows who have answers and can offer 
sound advice on research topics and projects. Art educators submit questions about research or 
professional topics to the Distinguished Fellows through the NAEA website 
(www.arteducators.org). The question is then distributed to Distinguished Fellows for response. 
Since 2009, DF David Burton who initiated the project, has also acted as the facilitator. To 
provide support, he is currently organizing daily mentoring sessions at the NAEA National 
Convention. 
 
 
NAEA Research Commission and Distinguished Fellows Liaisons 
The NAEA Research Commission has developed a liaison structure with Commissioners 
assigned to represent NAEA divisions, regions, interest groups, or publications. The 
Commission provides an opportunity for NAEA leaders to discuss research matters; shared 
interests; and the procedures, policies, and initiatives developed by the Research Commission. 
Ways in which the Commission can foster the interests of the NAEA DF in research-related 
work are conveyed by the DF liaison to the Commission. The DF Liaison does not attend RC 
meetings but is informed of research activity pertinent to the Fellows interests and subsequently 
reports these activities back to the DF group. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Chair 

• Presides at the annual business meeting and reception. 
• Informs all Fellows of an agenda for the business meeting in advance of the NAEA 

National Convention. 
• Communicates, when appropriate, with the NAEA Executive Director. 
• Solicits from DF nominations of NAEA members as prospective Distinguished Fellows. 
• Reports Distinguished Fellows election results to the NAEA Board. 
• Notifies all new Fellows to offer them congratulations on being elected for membership. 
• Inducts newly elected Distinguished Fellows at a Convention General Session. 
• Coordinates DF initiatives and provides feedback requested by the NAEA Board of 

Directors. 
• Organizes proposals for Fellows Forums to be presented at NAEA National 

Conventions.  
• Informs Fellows about Fellows Forums to be presented at NAEA National Conventions. 
• Writes occasional news items/columns about the Fellows for NAEA News. 
• Monitors the selection of the Fellows Chair, Membership Chair, and Secretary. 
• Supports the Fellows Membership Chair and NAEA staff in the election process by gathering 

and/or disseminating information as requested. 
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Membership Chair 
• Maintains and updates the NAEA Distinguished Fellows contact list along with the 

Fellows database record of membership. 
• Prepares and disseminates the annual call along with credentials required for 

nominations. 
• Manages the annual nomination and election process for new Fellows in concert with 

NAEA staff. 
• Reports election results to the Fellows Chair and NAEA Board. 
• Introduces newly-elected Distinguished Fellows at the annual Fellows business 

meeting. 
• Requests updated contact information yearly and distributes a revised list of contact 

information to all Fellows by January 15. A copy is also to be sent to the NAEA Office for 
their files. 

• Supports the Fellows Chair by gathering and/or disseminating information as requested. 
 
Secretary 

• Distributes and collects a sign-in sheet at the annual Fellows business meeting and 
subsequently appends it to the meeting minutes. 

• Takes minutes at the annual business meeting. 
• Collects copies of all DF National Convention session proposals and recognitions of 

Fellows to append to the meeting minutes. 
• Sends a rough draft of the minutes to the Fellows Chair and Membership Chair for review. 
• Submits final minutes to the Fellows by May 1 following the annual business meeting. 
• Corrects minutes, as needed, based upon Fellows’ suggestions. 

 
 
OFFICER NOMINATION AND ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMELINE 
 
The DF Chair will conduct a leadership election for Chair, Membership Chair, and Secretary every 3 
years. In off years, a leadership election, using the same procedures and timeline, may be held 
to fill a vacancy. 
 
Every 3 years, after the completion of the fall membership election: The Chair will a solicit 
at least two nominees for each leadership position vacancy and review nominations with the DF 
Membership Chair and Secretary. 
 
January 1: Nominations are due. 
 
January 15: Deadline for distribution of the ballot. The DF Chair will work with NAEA staff to 
distribute DF leadership election ballots electronically to the Distinguished Fellows. 
 
February 1: Deadline for voting. The DF Chair will notify NAEA Executive Director of the results 
of the election. 
 
March 1: Election results are announced.  
 
The new DF leadership team will take office at the end of the NAEA DF National Convention 
Business Meeting/Reception. The new Chair should publicly recognize the leadership and 
service of the retiring team. 
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DISTINGUISHED FELLOWS MEMBER NOMINATION AND ELECTION PROCESS AND 
TIMELINE 
 
The NAEA Distinguished Fellows conduct an annual call for nominations and election of new 
members in the fall. The timeline is developed by planning backwards from the NAEA fall Board 
meeting. In 2021, the Board meeting is November 12-14, and the Board materials are 
distributed two weeks prior, October 28. 
 
August 16 (specific date set annually): The DF nominations team made up of the 
Membership Chair and Chair distribute nominations packets, comprised of the following, to all 
DF members: 

• Distinguished Fellows criteria 
• Consent to serve/nomination form 
• NAEA standardized vita form 
• Request for nomination letter < 350 words 

 
It is customary for all nominees to receive a second opportunity to be elected by the Fellows. 
During the nomination process, any previous year nominees who did not meet the 50% 
threshold will be contacted to determine if they wish their names to be included on the ballot for 
the second year and offered the opportunity to update their nomination materials. Any nominee 
not be selected two years in a row must be formally nominated again to be reconsidered.  
 
The Membership Chair will receive the nominations and supporting materials and prepare them 
for distribution with the ballot. Each nominee’s membership will be confirmed with NAEA office 
prior to the preparation of the ballot. 
 
September 16 (specific date set annually): Deadline for submission of completed DF 
nominations to Membership Chair and Chair.  
 
September 23 (specific date set annually): Deadline for distribution of ballots. The DF Chair 
works with NAEA staff to prepare and distribute a ballot or ballot link by email. Regular mail 
ballots will be sent to those DF who are not using email. The NAEA standardized vita and 
nomination statement for each nominee will be attached to the ballot. The deadline for voting is 
to be included with electronic and mail ballots.  
 
Sample Ballot Letter: 

Subject: ACTION NEEDED: Class of 20__ NAEA Distinguished Fellows Ballot 
Good Morning: 
It is time to vote for the Class of 20__ NAEA Distinguished Fellows. We urge you to take 
the time to vote and exercise your right as an NAEA Distinguished Fellow to select your 
new colleagues for the class of 20__.  
 
Below is a link to view the ballot and supporting materials for the election of the 
Class of 20__ NAEA Distinguished Fellows. You may vote for up to five candidates. Up 
to five candidates receiving votes from more than 50% of the Fellows who vote will be 
recommended to the NAEA Board of Directors for ratification. If more than five nominees 
qualify, the five names with the top vote percentages will be submitted to the Board. Those 
candidates who are not elected will automatically be placed on the nomination list for the 
Class of 20__. 
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All ballots are due on or before ___. Results of the election will be forwarded for ratification 
to the NAEA Board. 

In addition, criteria for DF should be include as part of the cover letter. 
 
October 23 (specific date set annually): Deadline for voting. Votes are tallied. The DF 
Membership Chair works with the DF Chair and with NAEA staff to determine the results of the 
election. 
 
Up to five candidates receiving votes from a minimum of 50% of the Fellows who vote are 
recommended to the NAEA Board of Directors for ratification. If more than five nominees 
qualify, the five names with the top vote percentages will be submitted to the Board. Those 
candidates who are not elected will be offered a second chance on the nomination list for the 
next class. The outgoing NAEA Past President is not counted in the five. 
 
October 26 (by two weeks prior to the fall NAEA Board meeting): The Chair submits results 
of election to the NAEA Board. Names of up to five nominees and their supporting materials are 
submitted to the NAEA Board of Directors for consideration at the fall board meeting. 
 
After the fall NAEA Board meeting: The NAEA Executive Director notifies the DF Chair and 
Membership Chair of the actions of the NAEA Board. Newly elected Fellows are notified by the 
DF Chair and NAEA Executive Director.  The Chair and Membership Chair notify the DF 
membership of the election results. 
 
The Chair will notify nominees that did not meet the required 50% threshold that, with their 
approval, they will be placed on the ballot for reconsideration during the election the following 
year. 
 
The Chair and the Membership Chair send a message to all newly-elected Fellows welcoming 
them and asking each to submit a 100-word professional biographical statement which will be 
used to induct them as a member of the Class of ____ and to introduce them to their DF 
colleagues at the annual DF Business Meeting.  The Chair will let newly-elected Fellows know 
of the dates and times of both events as soon as the information is available. The Membership 
Chair will immediately include the new Fellows on the DF contact and email list. 
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*Deceased  **Posthumous 
 
Class of 1983 
O. Kent Anderson (WI)* 
William Bealmer (IL)* 
Ralph Beelke (IN)* 
Marion Quin Dix (NJ)* 
Charles M. Dorn (FL)* 
Ruth Ebken (PA)* 
 

 
Elliot Eisner (CA)* 
Dale Goss (AZ)* 
Ruth E. Halvorsen (OR)* 
W. Reid Hastie (TX)* 
Harlan Hoffa (PA)* 
Ivan Johnson (FL)* 
 

 
Bill C. Lockhart (TX)* 
Edward L. Mattil (TX)* 
Charles M. Robertson (NY)* 
Edwin Ziegfeld (CA)* 
 

Class of 1984 
Manuel Barkan (OH)** 
Kenneth R. Beittel (PA)* 
Rosemary Beymer (MO)* 
Edmund B. Feldman (GA) 

 
Jerome J. Hausman (IL)* 
Albert Hurwitz (MD)* 
Leven C. Leatherbury (CA)* 
Frederick Logan (WI)* 
 

 
Viktor Lowenfeld (PA)** 
June King McFee (CA)* 
Mary Adeline McKibbin (PA)* 
 

Class of 1985 
Laura H. Chapman (OH)* 
Howard Conant (AZ)* 
Mildred L. Fairchild (MN)* 

 
Italo de Francesco (PA)** 
Eugene Grigsby (AZ)* 
Hilda P. Lewis (CA) 
 

 
Clyde McGeary (PA) 
Harold Schultz (IL)* 

Class of 1986 
Jack Arends (IL)* 
Stanley Czurles (NY)* 
Louis Hoover (CA)* 
 

 
Carolyn Howlett (IL)* 
Marylou Kuhn (FL)* 

 
Nancy MacGregor (OH) 
Stanley Madeja (IL)* 

Class of 1987 
David Baker (WI) 
David Ecker (NY)* 
 

 
August Freundlich (FL)* 
Vincent Lanier (AZ)* 

 
Kenneth Lansing (IL) 
Ralph Smith (IL)* 

Class of 1988 
Robert W. Curtis (MI) 
Ronald MacGregor (BC) 
 

 
John A. Michael (OH)* 

 
Brent Wilson (PA) 

Class of 1989 
Donald Jack Davis (TX) 
Irving Kaufman (NY)* 

 
Evan J. Kern (PA)* 
Jessie Lovano-Kerr (FL)* 

 
Mary McMullan Packwood 
(TX)* 
 

Class of 1990 
Charles A. Qualley (CO) 
 

 
 

 
 

Class of 1991 
Graeme Chalmers (BC) 
Arthur Efland (OH)* 
D.Andrew Mills (NY)* 

 
Sandra P. Packard (TN) 
Jean C. Rush (IL) 
Robert Saunders (CT)* 
 

 
Larry Schultz (CO)* 
Ronald Silverman (CA) 

 
  NAEA DISTINGUISHED FELLOWS 1983-2019 
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Class of 1992 
Samuel Banks (VA) 

 
Ron Neperud (WI)* 
 

 
 

Class of 1993 
Ruth M. Freyburger (IL)* 
Pearl Greenberg (NY)* 

 
Thomas A. Hatfield (VA)* 
Kenneth W. Marantz (OH)* 

 
Verle Mickish (GA)* 
Marilyn Zurmuehlen (IA)* 
 

Class of 1994 
Beverly Jeanne Davis (VA)* 

 
Bill D. Francis (TX)* 

 
Marilyn P. Newby (IL)* 
 

Class of 1995 
Brian Allison (England)* 
James Clarke (TX) 

 
Esther Page Hill (NC)* 
Larry A. Kantner (MO) 

 
Foster L. Wygant (OH)* 
 

 
Class of 1996 
MacArthur Goodwin (SC)* 

 
 
Enid Zimmerman (IN) 
 

 

Class of 1997 
Ana Mae Barbosa (Brazil) 
Gilbert A. Clark (IN)*] 
Georgia C. Collins (KY)* 
 

 
Richard R. Doornek (WI)* 
Mark A. Hansen (MN)* 

 
Susan Mayer (TX) 
James L. Tucker (MD)* 

Class of 1998 
None Awarded 
 

  

Class of 1999 
Maryl Fletcher DeJong (OH)* 
Anne El-Omami (PA) 

 
Dwaine Greer (AZ)* 
Guy Hubbard (IN)* 
 

 
Sarah Tambucci (PA) 

Class of 2000 
Nancy Berry (TX)* 
Kerry Freedman (MN) 

 
Barbara B. Laws (VA) 
Larry N. Peeno (MO)* 
 

 
Patricia L. Stuhr (OH) 

Class of 2001 
Michael Day (UT) 

 
Stephen Dobbs (CA)* 

 
Renee Sandell (MD) 
 

Class of 2002 
Peter London (MA) 

 
Mary Stokrocki (AZ) 
 

 

Class of 2003 
Cynthia Colbert (SC) 
Christine J. Davis (SC) 

 
James W. Hutchens (OH)** 
Eldon Katter (PA)  
 

 
Bernard Young (AZ) 

Class of 2004 
Terry Barrett (OH) 
Doug Boughton (IL) 

 
Judith Burton (NY) 
Karen Lee Carroll (MD) 
 

 
Rita Irwin (BC) 

Class of 2005 
David Burton (VA) 
Rogena M. Degge (OR) 
 

 
Elizabeth Sacca (Canada) 
 

 
Maurice J. Sevigny (AZ) 
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Class of 2006 
Mary Read Diket (MS) 
Carole Henry (GA) 

 
Dean Johns (NC) 
Rick Lasher (NJ)* 
 

 
George E. Szekely (KY) 

Class of 2007 
Tom Anderson (FL) 

 
Kit M. Grauer (BC) 

 
Mary Ann Stankiewicz (PA) 
 

Class of 2008 
Douglas E. Blandy (OR) 

 
Kristin Congdon (FL) 
 

 

Class of 2009 
Lynn (Galbraith) Beudert (AZ) 
Paul E. Bolin (TX) 

 
Susan J. Gabbard (OK) 
Elizabeth J. Garber (AZ) 

 
Michael Parsons (OH) 
F. Robert Sabol (IN) 
 

Class of 2010 
Liora Bresler (IL) 
Anna M. Kindler (BC) 
 

 
Deborah Smith-Shank (IL) 

 
Marilyn G. Stewart (PA) 

Class of 2011 
Sara A. Chapman (TX) 

 
Bonnie B. Rushlow (TN) 

 
Pamela G. Taylor (VA) 
 

Class of 2012 
Christine Balangee Morris 
(OH) 
 

 
Thomas M. Brewer (FL) 

 

Class of 2013  
B. Stephen Carpenter II (PA) 
Karen Keifer-Boyd (PA) 

 
Melody K. Mibrandt (GA) 
R. Barry Shauck (MA) 
 

 
John Howell White (PA) 

Class of 2014 
Laurie Hicks (ME) 

 
Margaret Peeno (MO) 

 
Richard Siegesmund (IL) 
 

Class of 2015 
Sheri Klein (WI) 

 
E. Louis Lankford (MO) 

 
Christine M. Thompson (PA) 
 

Class of 2016 
David Pariser (Canada) 

 
Patricia A. Parker (VA) 
 

 

Class of 2017 
Dennis Inhulsen (IN) 
Martin Rayala (PA) 

 
James Rolling (NY) 
Nancy Walkup (TX) 
 

 
Steve Willis (MO) 

Class of 2018 
Sandra I. Kay (NY) 
Dónal O’Donoghue (BC) 
 

 
Linda Popp (MD) 
Robin Vande Zande (OH) 
 

 
Elizabeth Willett (TX) 

Class of 2019 
Flávia M. C. Bastos (OH) 
Patricia Franklin (VA) 

 
Olivia Gude (IL) 
Marjorie Cohee Manifold (IN) 
 

 
John Steers (UK) 
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Class of 2020 
Mary C. Hafeli (CT) 

 
Wanda B. Knight (PA) 

 
Graeme Sullivan (Australia) 

Class of 2021 
Kim Cosier (WI) 
Roger D. Tomhave (VA) 
 

 
Kim Huyler Defibaugh (VA) 

 
Lisa Kay (PA) 

Class of 2022 
Daniel Barney (UT) 

 
Diane Scully (MN) 

 

 


