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U S E R  G U I D E | TOOLS 
 

GLOSSARY  
 

Definitions of key terms as we use them in this study. 

 
CLASSROOM PROGRAM/TREATMENT GROUP B: Single-visit school classroom program facilitated by a trained 
museum representative (volunteer docent or staff) in which students view reproductions of works of art. The 
intent of Treatment B study group was to pinpoint differences between an inquiry-based art museum program 
in the museum with original works of art versus an inquiry-based art museum program in a school classroom 
with reproductions of works of art.  
 
CONSENT- ACTIVE/PASSIVE: Active consent was required from four school districts. Parents or guardians in 
these districts were required to sign and return a permission form for their child to participate in the 
questionnaire. Students also had to agree to the study by completing an assent form. Passive consent was 
required from three school districts. Parents or guardians received an information sheet about the questionnaire 
with an option to opt their child out. Students also had to agree to the study by completing an assent form. 
 
CONTROL GROUP: Group that received neither a facilitated single-visit art museum program nor a classroom 
program.  
 
FACILITATED SINGLE-VISIT ART MUSEUM PROGRAM/TREATMENT GROUP A: For this study, facilitated single-
visit art museum programs are defined as one-time museum field trips in which students engage with original 
works of art within the physical setting of an art museum. The program is facilitated by a trained museum 
representative (volunteer docent or staff) who guides students in discussion of works of art by means of inquiry-
based teaching. Treatment Group A in the study received a facilitated single-visit art museum program. 
 
INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD (IRB): An IRB is an administrative body established to protect the rights and 
welfare of human research subjects recruited to participate in research activities. In reviewing research 
proposals, the IRB assesses whether the risks to human research subjects are reasonable in relation to the 
anticipated benefits of the research. 
 
INQUIRY-BASED TEACHING/PEDAGOGIES: Using this method, a trained museum representative (volunteer 
docent or staff) asks open-ended questions, allowing group dialogue to evolve in response to students’ 
comments and questions; provides opportunities for students to consider different ideas; and encourages close 
looking and evidential reasoning. 
 
PEDAGOGY: The method and practice of teaching. 
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PREVALENT PRACTICE: Based on the survey of the field, conducted as part of this study, researchers found that 
most of the museums surveyed include the following elements in their facilitated single-visit art museum 
programs: a substantial amount of time is spent in the museum galleries; programs focus on student 
experiences with original works of art; and facilitation is led by a trained museum representative who is a full-
time or part-time staff member, contract gallery educator, or unpaid docent/volunteer. 
 
REGRESSION ANALYSIS:  Regression analysis is a statistical method for estimating the relationship between two 
or more variables. It allows the researcher to examine the influence of one or more independent variables on a 
dependent variable. 
 

QUASI-EXPERIMENTAL: “Quasi-experimental” is a term to describe research designs that include many of the 
elements of experimental research designs (e.g., control groups) but lack random assignment of study 
participants to the control and treatment group. 
 
STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT: RK&A has reported all applicable statistically significant relationships from 
inferential statistics. A 0.01 level of significance (p) was employed to preclude findings of little practical 
significance. Statistical relationships indicate that the differences in the results among two or more groups are 
not by chance.  For example, in the case of this data set, statistical relationships indicate areas in which museum 
and classroom programs differ but not by chance.   
 
STUDENT CAPACITIES: Critical to this research study is the framework developed for describing and theorizing 
the potential benefits to students of facilitated single-visit art museum programs. The team deliberately chose 
the word “capacities” for the five areas, instead of another word like “competencies” or “skills,” to acknowledge 
that these five areas may be activated or given the opportunity to develop in a student, as opposed to being 
mastered, in the brief encounters of facilitated single-visit art museum programs. In line with recent research 
(visit Literature Review) and based on input from art museum educators about the purpose of their work, we 
chose to focus this research on the following five capacities:  
 

ACADEMIC CONNECTIONS: 
• Academic connections are students’ perceptions of the relevance of what they learn in the museum to 
what they learn and aspire for in school, and to their development of knowledge and skills that relate 
to or expand curricular content.  

 
CREATIVE THINKING: 
• Questioning is students’ proclivity to ask questions about a work of art in relationship to their 
interpretation of it; the questions are complex, asking “why” and/or “how.” 

• Imagining possibilities is students’ ability to provide a second interpretation of a work of art that is 
divergent from their first interpretation. 

• Comfort with ambiguity is students’ awareness that art is not immediately understandable and 
requires close looking and investigation. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://arteducators-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/172/c3f4a795-1541-486e-9110-8227db110582.pdf?1451956086
https://arteducators-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/916/e071a28e-d487-4403-87c5-4221bc8f8cc1.pdf?1488265701
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CRITICAL THINKING:  
• Evidential reasoning is students’ ability to provide relevant visual evidence from a work of art to 
explain their interpretation of what is going on in the work of art. 

• Multiple interpretations are students’ belief that there is more than one way to understand, or 
interpret, a work of art. 

 
HUMAN CONNECTIONS: 
• Connection with lived experience is students’ ability to connect with human experience through art 
across culture, time, and place. 

• Connection to the artist is students’ feeling personally connected to artworks or their makers. 
• Connection to self/community is students’ deepening of their sense of self in their community. 
 
SENSORIAL & AFFECTIVE RESPONSES (referred to in other related documents as “sensorimotor”):  
• Emotive recall is students’ demonstration of strong emotions in the recollection of a facilitated single-
visit art museum program, as indicated by the vividness of description, robustness of detail, and use of 
words or phrases that convey emotion of any kind (not only positive). 

• Captivation as defined by students’ articulation that art is “amazing” or “awe inspiring.” 
 
TRAINED MUSEUM REPRESENTATIVE: In this study, single-visit programs to an art museum were led by a 
trained facilitator. Facilitators can include full-time or part-time staff members, contract gallery educators, or 
unpaid docents/volunteers.  
 
TREATMENT GROUP A/FACILITATED SINGLE-VISIT ART MUSEUM PROGRAM: For this study, facilitated single-
visit art museum programs are defined as one-time museum field trips in which students engage with original 
works of art within the physical setting of an art museum. The program is facilitated by a trained museum 
representative (volunteer docent or staff) who guides students in discussion of works of art by means of inquiry-
based teaching.  Treatment Group A in the study received a facilitated single-visit art museum program. 
 
TREATMENT GROUP B/CLASSROOM PROGRAM: Single-visit school classroom program facilitated by a trained 
museum representative (volunteer docent or staff) in which students view reproductions of works of art. The 
intent of Treatment B study group was to pinpoint differences between an inquiry-based art museum program 
in the museum with original works of art versus an inquiry-based art museum program in a school classroom 
with reproductions of works of art.  
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