
 

 

 
Position Statement 1 of 9 
 
Position Statement on Community Collaborations, including those with Cultural 
Organizations [Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 
NAEA recognizes that the visual arts are grounded in the communities from which they come. 
Communities are complex, dynamic, and diverse, and are defined by the varied relationships 
that bring people together and prompt people to identify themselves and each other as 
members of a group. NAEA supports art educators’ efforts to collaborate with community and 
cultural organizations to further visual arts education and provide access to community assets 
and resources. NAEA members are encouraged to work with local, state, and national 
organizations that share common visions and goals. Resulting community arts collaborations 
can be nurtured through partnership projects and advocacy efforts.  
 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019:  
Delete the language highlighted in green.   
Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 
 

 
Position Statement on Community Collaborations, including those with Cultural 
Organizations [Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 
NAEA recognizes that the visual arts are grounded in the communities from which they come. 
Communities are complex, dynamic, and diverse, and are defined by (change to) various forms 
of engagement. that bring people together and prompt (change to) them delete (people) to 
identify themselves and each other as members of a group. NAEA supports art educators’ 
efforts to collaborate with community and cultural organizations to further visual arts education 
and provide (add) equitable access to community assets and resources. NAEA members are 
encouraged to work with local, state, and national organizations that share common visions and 
goals. Resulting community arts collaborations can be nurtured through partnership projects 
and advocacy efforts.  
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Position Statement 2 of 9 
 
Position Statement on Freedom of Speech Through Visual Expression  
[Adopted July 2011; Update of 1991 Statement on Censorship and the Arts 
Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 

Freedom of expression is guaranteed by the Constitution.  Free communication is essential to 
the preservation of a free democratic society and a creative culture. The visual, performing, and 
literary arts are among our most effective instruments of freedom.  They are powerful means for 
making available ideas, feelings, social justice, the envisioning of new possibilities for 
humankind, solutions to problems, and the improvement of human life. 
 

As the professional association for visual art educators, NAEA supports the following: 
 

Freedom of expression in the arts must be preserved. 
 

The free individual has the right to accept or reject any work of art, but does not have 
the right to suppress works of art for or by others. Censorship is contrary to democratic 
principles. 

 

Educator Responsibility: 
 

It is the role of the art educator to expose students to a diversity of art experiences and 
to help support students in developing the ability to interpret, to tolerate, and to think 
critically.  The art educator need not like or endorse all images, ideologies, and artists 
made available to students, but should both allow and help equip the individual student 
to choose from among widely conflicting images, opinions, and ideologies. The art 
educator should responsibly support the right of every individual to freely express and  
create in his or her own way and to experience, accept, or reject any particular work of 
art. 

 

The art educator should impress upon students the vital importance of freedom of 
expression as a basic premise in a free democratic society and support students in 
guarding against efforts to limit or curtail that freedom.  
 

In practice, art educators must consider age appropriate content, and be sensitive to the 
distinct nature of their community and education system, as they support their students 
in freedom of expression. Art educators engage students in identifying, understanding, 
recognizing, and acknowledging the power of visual art and valuing freedom of 
expression for all. 

 

[Note: The April 2014 revision amended the title “Position Statement on Freedom of 
Speech” to “Position Statement on Freedom of Speech Through Visual Expression.] 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 

(see next page) 
 
 



 

 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 
Position Statement on Freedom of Speech Through Visual Expression  
[Adopted July 2011; Update of 1991 Statement on Censorship and the Arts 
Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 

(delete and move to a footnote: Freedom of expression is guaranteed by the Constitution.   
Free communication is essential to the preservation of a free democratic society and a creative 
culture. The visual, performing, (add) media, and literary arts are among our most effective 
instruments of freedom.  They are powerful means for making available ideas (add) and 
feelings, responding to social justice issues and current events, (delete) the envisioning (delete) 
of new possibilities for humankind, (delete) solutions to problems (change to) problem solving, 
and (delete) the improvement (change to) improving (delete) of human life. 
 

As the professional association for visual art educators, NAEA supports the following: 
 

Freedom of expression in the arts must be preserved. 
 

The free individual has the right to accept or reject any work of art, but does not have 
the right to suppress works of art for or by others. Censorship is contrary to democratic 
principles. 

 

(add) Visual Art Educator Responsibility: 
 

It is the role of the (add) visual art educator to expose students to a diversity of art 
experiences and to help support students in developing the ability to interpret, to 
tolerate, and to think critically.  The (add) visual art educator need not like or endorse all 
images, ideologies, and artists made available to students, but should both allow and 
help equip the individual student to (delete) choose from among widely conflicting 
(change to: explore and engage with differing images, opinions, and ideologies. The 
(add) visual art educator should responsibly support the right of (delete) every individual 
(change to: individuals to freely express and create in (delete) his or her (change to: their 
own way and to experience, accept, or reject any particular work of art. 

 

The (add) visual art educator should impress upon students the vital importance of 
freedom of expression as a basic premise in a free democratic society and support 
students in guarding against efforts to limit or curtail that freedom.  
 

In practice, (add) visual art educators must consider age appropriate content, and be 
sensitive to the distinct nature of their community and education system, as they support 
their (change to: students’ (delete) in freedom of expression. (add) Visual art educators 
engage students in identifying, understanding, recognizing, and acknowledging the 
power of visual art and valuing freedom of expression for all. 

 

[Note: The April 2014 revision amended the title “Position Statement on Freedom of 
Speech” to “Position Statement on Freedom of Speech Through Visual Expression.] 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Resources: 
 

Delete from text and add here as a footnote: 
Freedom of expression is guaranteed by the Constitution. (cite Article and link to US 
Constitution)   
 
https://www.aclu.org/free-speech/censorship 
http://www.ncac.org/ 
·  censorship - Legal Dictionary - The Free Dictionary 
legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/censorship  
Censorship. The suppression or proscription of speech or writing that is deemed obscene, indecent, or 
unduly controversial. The term censorship derives from ... 
·  Censorship | American Civil Liberties Union 
https://www.aclu.org/free-speech/censorship  
Censorship, the suppression of words, images, or ideas that are "offensive," ... Censorship can be carried 
out by the government as well as private pressure ... 
·  What is Censorship? - Global Internet Liberty Campaign 
gilc.org/speech/osistudy/censorship/  
Censorship -- the control of the information and ideas circulated within a society -- has been a hallmark of 
dictatorships throughout history. In the 20th Century, ... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aclu.org/free-speech/censorship
http://www.ncac.org/
http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/censorship
https://www.aclu.org/free-speech/censorship
http://gilc.org/speech/osistudy/censorship/


 

 

 
Position Statement 3 of 9 
 
Position Statement on Graduation Requirements in the Visual Arts  
[Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 

Study and practice in the visual and performing arts facilitate the growth of a broad range of 
important skills in general education, including critical thinking, problem solving, communication, 
collaboration, creativity and innovation.  The importance of the visual culture to contemporary 
life makes it imperative that education includes learning to make meaning of multi-faceted visual 
information and experiences. 
 

NAEA supports the formal adoption of high school graduation requirements in visual and 
performing arts as part of a comprehensive high school education. The visual arts contribute to 
a well rounded education for all students, and broaden the range of learning options for meeting 
the individual needs of diverse student populations. 

 Learning in the visual arts builds universal communication skills that bridge 
historic, geographic and cultural boundaries. 

 Adolescent learners draw upon visual literacy skills to comprehend and articulate 
their world view as they move into adulthood including post-secondary education 
and careers. 

 Students enrolled in visual arts courses should actively create, present, and 
respond to a wide variety of visual works of art.  

 High school graduation requirements are predicated on all elementary and 
middle school students having access to a comprehensive visual art education 
program taught by highly qualified, certified/licensed visual art educators. 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 

(see next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 

Position Statement on Graduation Requirements in the Visual Arts  
[Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 

Study and practice in the visual and performing arts facilitate the growth of a broad range of 
important skills in general education, including critical thinking, problem solving, communication, 
collaboration, creativity and innovation.  The importance of the visual culture to contemporary 
life makes it imperative that education includes learning to make meaning of multi-faceted visual 
information and experiences. 
 

NAEA supports the formal adoption of high school graduation requirements in visual and 
performing arts as part of a comprehensive high school education. The visual arts contribute to 
a well-rounded education for all students (add) because: 

 Change. Move to first bullet from above)The visual arts broaden the range of 
learning options for meeting the individual needs of diverse student populations. 

 Learning in the visual arts builds universal communication skills that bridge 
historic, geographic and cultural boundaries. 

 Adolescent learners draw upon visual literacy skills to comprehend and articulate 
their world view as they move into adulthood including post-secondary education 
and careers. 

 Students enrolled in visual arts courses should actively create, present, (delete) 
and respond, (add) and connect to a wide variety of visual works of art.  

 
(Remove as last bullet and insert here as final statement.) 
High school graduation requirements are predicated on all elementary and middle school 
students having access to a comprehensive visual art education program taught by highly 
qualified, certified/licensed visual art educators. 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Position Statement 4 of 9 
 
Position Statement on PreK-12 Teacher Evaluation in the Visual Arts  
[Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 

The purpose of evaluating PreK-12 teachers is to ensure high quality visual art education that 
meets the needs of all students. Quality evaluation must be a collaborative process between art 
educator and evaluator(s) with a clear understanding of the distinctive characteristics of the 
visual arts and the creative process. Using this collaborative process, art educators should 
receive regular feedback that helps them grow as professionals.   
 
Evaluation should be used to provide information to build the strongest possible instructional 
teams and hold school leaders accountable for supporting each educator’s professional 
development. Ultimately, the evaluation processes should focus on making sure every student 
receives high quality instruction and meets with success in the discipline.  
 
Key elements of quality teacher evaluation should include:  

 An annual process that is based on clearly focused rigorous performance expectations 
 Multiple measures should include things such as student growth, classroom 

observations centered on student learning, district and teacher generated assessments 
 Regular feedback from instructional managers that include the educator in conversations 

about student progress and the educator’s long and short term goals 
 Proficiency ratings that provide the educator with a clear picture of their current 

performance in a variety of areas 
 An individualized professional development plan that supports the continued growth and 

improvement of the educator 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 

(see next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 

Position Statement on PreK-12 Teacher Evaluation in the Visual Arts  
[Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 

The purpose of evaluating PreK-12 teachers is to ensure high quality visual art education that 
meets the needs of all students. Quality evaluation must be a collaborative process between art 
educator and evaluator(s) with a clear understanding of the distinctive characteristics of the 
visual arts and the creative process. Using this collaborative process, art educators should 
receive regular feedback that helps them grow as professionals.   
 
Evaluation should be used to provide information to build the strongest possible instructional 
teams and hold school leaders accountable for supporting each educator’s professional 
development. Ultimately, the evaluation processes should focus on making sure every student 
receives high quality instruction and (delete) meets with success in the discipline. (Change to) Is 
successful.  
 
Key elements of quality teacher evaluation should include:  

 An annual process (delete) that is based on clearly focused rigorous performance 
expectations 

 Multiple measures should include (delete) things such as (add) but are not limited to 
student growth, classroom observations centered on student learning, (add) and district 
and teacher generated assessments 

 Regular feedback from instructional managers that include the educator in conversations 
about student progress and the educator’s long and short term goals 

 Proficiency ratings that provide the educator with a clear picture of their current 
performance in a variety of areas 

 An individualized professional development plan that supports the continued growth and 
improvement of the educator (add) and includes specific and relevant art education 
professional learning.  

 



 

 

 
Position Statement 5 of 9 
 
Position Statement on Pre-service Education and its Relationship to Higher 
Education [Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014]   
 
NAEA supports quality pre-service education taught by experienced visual art educators as a 
required foundation for the development of professional practices. Accredited higher education 
institutions in partnership with schools, museums, and community organizations provide the 
best models of pre-service preparation. Such programs should include: clinical experiences, 
pedagogy courses, visual arts content courses, professional development opportunities, and 
student associations. NAEA believes (delete) that comprehensive pre-service education 
engages learners in inquiry, advocacy, and leadership in relation to the following domains: 
 

The Profession:  
Pre-service art education programs prepare art educators to -  

 Recognize and enact their role as leaders in schools and communities.  
 Exhibit professional dispositions defined by current state, national, and professional 

standards.  
 

These include exemplifying professional values and qualities, engaging in reflective practices 
associated with life-long learning, advocating for excellence in their schools and communities, 
and participating in, as well as taking on leadership positions in their local, state, and national 
associations.             
 

The Learners:  
Pre-service art education programs prepare art educators to -  

 Understand their students from theoretical and practical perspectives.  
 Understand factors such as diverse learning styles, developmental variance, social 

conditions, and family and cultural values that might affect learner performance in the 
visual arts.  

 Be effective in a variety of learning settings including students who are at risk and have 
special needs. 

NAEA recognizes the importance of clinical experiences in mastering the art of teaching. 
Teaching is a practice skill, requiring the hands-on application of theory. As student teachers, 
pre-service educators should have experiences in the classroom with diverse students and 
explore different approaches to teaching students with special needs. 
 

The Teaching Contexts:  
Pre-service art education programs prepare art educators to -  

 Understand that community values can contribute to the guiding principles of the 
educational settings.  

 Become highly skilled in curriculum development, assessment procedures, standards 
application, and instructional strategies.  

 Deliver curriculum through both historical and emerging technologies.  
 Understand, appropriately develop and apply a variety of student engagement and 

classroom management strategies.  
 
 



 

 

 

The Content:  
Pre-service art education programs prepare art educators to -  

 Have a strong knowledge base in traditional and emerging visual arts practices.  
 Explore the complexity of art making. 
 Become fluent in interpreting works of art and other visual images, objects, experiences, 

and environments in relation to various cultural and historical contexts.  
 Prepare students with skills that will enable their success.  

 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
Keep the statement as is with the exception of removing the word ‘that” as noted. 



 

 

 

Position Statement 6 of 9 
 
Position Statement on Professional Development  
[Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
 

NAEA asserts that meaningful, rigorous professional development, targeted toward the visual 
arts and visual arts education, are essential to the lifelong learning of art educators. NAEA 
believes (delete) that all art educators should have access to ongoing professional development 
appropriate to their role.  
 

NAEA supports opportunities for building enriched relationships between theory and practice. 
Examples of professional development opportunities include: studio practices; engagement with 
contemporary and traditional art forms; curriculum design and instructional methods; leadership 
development, emerging and ever changing technologies and their relation to art and education; 
and theories related to lifelong learning, cognition, and human development. 
 

NAEA recognizes these opportunities can take place in a variety of contexts and supports peer 
to peer learning among professionals. NAEA believes (delete) that optimal professional 
development can take place through self-study and self-initiated outreach, participatory learning 
communities, mentoring relationships, and formal presentations and events. 
 

NAEA believes (delete) that dynamic professional development takes place as visual arts 
educators and organizations partner toward shared professional goals. These opportunities can 
take place among colleagues, as well as with universities, museums, galleries, cultural 
organizations, community groups, government agencies, and philanthropic organizations; 
between NAEA divisions; as well as with non-visual arts professionals. Meaningful professional 
development can also take place between the visual arts and other artistic disciplines, as well 
as between the visual arts and other subject areas.  
 

NAEA promotes professional development and learning through local, state, and national 
conferences, web-based platforms, institutes, in-services, workshops, and retreats that share a 
variety of perspectives. 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
Keep the statement as is with the exception of removing the word ‘that” as noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Position Statement 7 of 9 
 

Position Statement on Scheduling, Time, Funding and/or Resources for Visual 
Arts Education [Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014]  
 

NAEA recognizes the need for sufficient funding and equitable scheduling for visual arts 
programming in preK-12 educational settings. Instructional time and funding for visual arts must 
allow for student success in meeting national, state and local standards.  
 

Regularly scheduled class periods allow for quality student learning by providing sufficient time 
for instruction, art production/creation, reflection/response, presentation and assessment as well 
as the routines necessary for a well organized art class.  
 

 NAEA recognizes ratios of educators to students differ from state to state and district to 
district. The quantity of visual arts educators is sufficient to meet quality standards for 
curriculum, time and scheduling for each grade level. The teaching load for art educators 
is commensurate with that of educators in other disciplines. 

  

 Instructional contact time of art educators is equal to but does not exceed the maximum 
contact time required of all instructional staff.  

 

 Planning and preparation time and additional duties are commensurate with other 
instructional staff. 

 

 A minimum of five minutes should be scheduled between classes to allow for clean-up 
and preparation for succeeding classes. 

 
 Art class enrollment should be limited to sizes that reflect the capacity of the facility and 

assure a safe working environment for students and educator. NAEA recommends 
student class sizes of 20-25 students. 

 

 Art facilities provide adequate, safe and secure storage for equipment, supplies, 
instructional resources, and student work. 

 

 Students who have an aide assist in other classes should be accompanied by their aide 
to assist in art classes. 

 

 Art class enrollment and attendance are consistently maintained in order to support 
sequenced instruction. Students should not be removed from art class as punishment or 
for remediation in other subject areas. 

 

Supplies, equipment, and technology purchased for the art program should be sufficient to meet 
National and State Standards, achieve local curriculum goals and meet all required safety 
regulations.  
 

The budget is sufficient for the art program established in the curriculum plan, includes 
consumable supplies, instructional resources, new or replacement equipment, repair and 
maintenance of equipment, and is equitable across the school district. 
 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 (see next page) 



 

 

 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 
Position Statement on Scheduling, Time, (Add) Enrollment, Funding and/or 
Resources for Visual Arts Education  
[Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014]   
 

NAEA recognizes the need for sufficient funding and equitable scheduling for visual arts 
programming in preK-12 educational settings. Instructional time and funding for visual arts must 
allow for student success in meeting national, state and local standards.  
 

Regularly scheduled class periods allow for quality student learning by providing sufficient time 
for (delete) instruction, art production/creation, reflection/response, presentation and 
assessment (change to: instructing, creating, responding, presenting, connecting and assessing 
as well as the routines necessary for a well-organized art class.  
 
(Note: cluster into sections) 
Scheduling and Time 

 Instructional contact time of art educators is equal to but does not exceed the maximum 
contact time required of all instructional staff.  

 Planning and preparation time and additional duties are commensurate with other 
instructional staff. 

 A minimum of five minutes should be scheduled between classes to allow for clean-up 
and preparation for succeeding classes. 

 
Enrollment 

 NAEA recognizes ratios of educators to students differ from state to state and district to 
district. The quantity of visual arts educators is sufficient to meet quality standards for 
curriculum, time and scheduling for each grade level. The teaching load for art educators 
is commensurate with that of educators in other disciplines. 

 Art class enrollment should be limited to sizes that reflect the capacity of the facility and 
assure a safe working environment for students and educator. NAEA recommends 
student class sizes of 20-25 students. 

 Art class enrollment and attendance are consistently maintained in order to support 
sequenced instruction.  

 Students should not be removed from art class as punishment or for remediation in other 
subject areas. 

 Students who have an aide assist in other classes should be accompanied by their aide 
to assist in art classes. 

 
Facilities, Funding and Resources 

 Art facilities provide adequate, safe and secure storage for equipment, supplies, 
instructional resources, and student work. 

 Supplies, equipment, and technology purchased for the art program should be change to 
are sufficient to meet National and State Standards, achieve local curriculum goals and 
meet all required safety regulations. 

 The budget is sufficient for the art program established in the curriculum plan, includes 
consumable supplies, instructional resources, new or replacement equipment, repair and 
maintenance of equipment, and is equitable across the school district. 



 

 

 
Resources: 
Policies Adopted by the NAEA Board March 2011 
NAEA Purposes, Principles, and Standards for School Art Programs (Opportunities to Learn 
Standards) 
NAEA Design Standards for School Art Facilities  
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Position Statement on Visual Art and its Relationship to CTE  
[Adopted March 2013; Reviewed and Revised November 2014]   
 

NAEA believes students who are enrolled in any course where visual arts credit is earned, 
including courses designated as Career Technical Education (CTE), should be taught by 
certified/licensed and highly qualified visual art educators. CTE implementation is having a 
variety of adverse effects in some cases on visual art educators and visual art education 
programs, including the following: 
 

 In some cases, CTE courses are replacing visual art courses and issuing visual arts 
credit.  

 In some cases, visual art educators are being replaced by CTE educators. 
 Students taught by CTE educators without certification/licensure in visual art should not 

receive visual art credit for these classes and should receive CTE credit for this 
coursework. 

 

Visual Arts educators possess the knowledge and preparation necessary to deliver quality 
instructional content that develops the creative-problem-solving and critical thinking skills 
afforded through visual arts education. The visual art language is one of creative expression 
steeped in skills related to problem-solving, communication, divergent and convergent thinking, 
and higher order skills. All visual art instruction includes assessment of standards-based 
learning through the use of tools such as reflective statements, assessment rubrics, constructed 
response, and portfolios. Instruction in the visual arts develops student capacity for artistic 
expression with original thought leading to creative production, success in higher education, 
careers, and real world situations.  
 
(Note: The term “certified/licensed” is meant to be used interchangeably in this context to meet 
the needs of members in states where either term is used, rather than to create a new term. 
Members can eliminate the alternate term when using the statement in the local situation) 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 

(see next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 
Position Statement on Visual Art and its Relationship to CTE  
[Adopted March 2013; Reviewed and Revised November 2014]   
 

NAEA believes students who are enrolled in any course where visual arts credit is earned, 
including courses designated as Career Technical Education (CTE), should be taught by 
certified/licensed and highly qualified visual art educators. (Changed. This sentence was moved 
up from its previous location as the third bullet) Students taught by CTE educators without 
certification/licensure in visual art should not receive visual art credit for these classes and 
should receive CTE credit for this coursework. 
 
CTE implementation is having a variety of adverse effects (delete) in some cases on visual art 
educators and visual art education programs, including the following: 
 

 In some cases, CTE courses are replacing visual art courses and issuing visual arts 
credit.  

 In some cases, visual art educators are being replaced by CTE educators. 

Visual Arts educators possess the knowledge and preparation necessary to deliver quality 
instructional content that develops the creative-problem-solving and critical thinking skills 
afforded through visual arts education. The visual art language is one of creative expression 
steeped in skills related to problem-solving, communication, divergent and convergent thinking, 
and higher order skills. All visual art instruction includes assessment of standards-based 
learning through the use of tools such as reflective statements, assessment rubrics, constructed 
response, and portfolios. Instruction in the visual arts develops student capacity for artistic 
expression with original thought leading to creative production, success in higher education, 
careers, and real world situations.  
 
Remove as this applies to those Position Statements where this term appears: 
(Note: The term “certified/licensed” is meant to be used interchangeably in this context to meet 
the needs of members in states where either term is used, rather than to create a new term. 
Members can eliminate the alternate term when using the statement in the local situation) 

 



 

 

 

Position Statement 9 of 9 
 

Position Statement on Visual Arts as a Core Academic Subject  
[Adopted March 2011; Reviewed and Revised April 2014] 
  

NAEA defines visual arts as a core academic subject, basic to the education of all students. The 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, passed by the US Congress in 1965 and 
reauthorized in regular intervals, recognizes the visual arts as a core academic subject.  
 

NAEA supports inclusion of a rigorous, high quality, comprehensive, sequential, and authentic 
visual arts program in every school for every child. Visual arts education provides every student 
opportunities to develop the global 21st century skills of communication, collaboration, creativity, 
critical thinking and problem solving. Visual arts education provides richness and complexity to 
learning by engaging students in the study of artistic processes, the construction of knowledge, 
and critical reflection while making meaningful connections with other disciplines. 
 
 

Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 

(see next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Recommendation for Reviewed and Revised Position Statement for March 2019: 
 
Position Statement on Visual Arts as (delete) a Core Academic Subject  
part of a Well-Rounded Education 
 
NAEA believe the arts are (change to: an essential part of a well-rounded education, basic to 
the education of all students. The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, passed by the US 
Congress in 1965 and reauthorized in regular intervals, recognizes the visual arts (delete) as a 
core academic subject  change to: as part of a comprehensive list of subject areas, providing all 
students access to an enriched curriculum and educational experience.  
 
NAEA supports inclusion of a rigorous, high quality, comprehensive, sequential, and authentic 
visual arts program in every school for every child. Visual arts education provides every student 
opportunities to develop the global 21st century skills of communication, collaboration, creativity, 
critical thinking and problem solving. Visual arts education provides richness and complexity to 
learning by engaging students in the study of artistic processes, the construction of knowledge, 
and critical reflection while making meaningful connections with other disciplines. 
 
Resources: 
Definition of Well-Rounded from ESSA Legislation:  
 
S. 1177-298 
 “ (52)  WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION. – The term ‘well-rounded education’ means courses, 
activities, and programming in subjects such as English, reading  or language arts, writing,, 
science, technology, engineering, mathematics, foreign languages, civics and government, 
economics, arts, history, geography, computer science, music, career and technical education, 
health, physical education, and any other subject, as determined by the State or local 
educational agency, with the purpose of providing all students access to an enriched curriculum 
and educational experience.” 
 
Source: The Every Student Succeeds Act 
 
*For clarification on the term “arts” in ESSA, the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions did release a report to accompany their original bill (The Every Child Achieves Act 
of 2015). Although not an official part of the final legislation, this committee report states that the 
committee intended that the arts “may include the subjects of dance, media arts, music, theatre, 
and visual arts, and other arts disciplines as determined by the State or local education agency” 
(pg. 52). 
 

 
 
 


