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NAEA continues to be active with both the ESSA Working Group of the Arts Education 
Partnership and the Cultural Advocacy Group, which meets monthly (or more as 
needed) to monitor the Federal Budget and its impact on the arts and arts education.  

o Appropriations:  FY21 Budget  for Cultural Agencies  
o U.S. Department of Education Funding for Arts Education 

Update on Meetings with NAGB re: Cancellation of NAEP Arts Assessment 
Arts Action Summit (formerly Arts Advocacy Day) Issues Briefs on                                                               
funding for the National Endowment for the Artw, U.S. Department of Education and 
ESSA. 
 

o Appropriations:  FY21 Budget 
 
The NEA’s FY2020 Budget is $162.25 million, just 0.004% of the federal budget and 49 cents 
per capita. While the Administration’s FY2020 budget called for termination, the House 
approved a $12.5 million increase and the Senate approved a $2 million increase. Ultimately, 
Congress agreed upon a $7.25 million increase from last year’s allocation, which reflects 
steady and consistent bipartisan support over the last several years. Advocates hope to 
continue this trajectory, calling upon a funding level of $170 million for FY21 despite the 
Administration’s proposal, again, to terminate the Federal Cultural Agencies (NEA, NEH, 
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Corporation for Public Broadcasting).  In FY20, the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) received the same increase as the National 
Endowment for the Arts, with an appropriation of $162.25 million.  
 

o U.S. Department of Education Funding for Arts Education 
 
The Assistance for Arts Education (AAE) program at the U.S. Department of Education is 
authorized under Title IV of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and is a continuation of 
the programs previously authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act as the 
“Arts in Education” program fund.  
 
ESSA recognizes the arts as essential to a “well-rounded” education. The arts education 
programs have received consistent bipartisan support from Congress year after year. On June 
19, 2019, the House approved an FY20 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies funding bill that recommended a $6 million increase for the program. In 
December of 2019, the House and Senate agreed to full support for the program fund and the 
final FY2020 bill signed into law included a $1 million increase to $30 million for the Assistance 
in Arts Education program.  
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The Administration’s budget proposal for FY2021 calls for the AAE program to be ended by 
combining it into a broad block grant. Advocates for the Arts Action Summit (formerly Arts 
Advocacy Day) are calling for a $40 million appropriation for the Assistance for Arts Education 
(AAE) programs in the FY2021 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill.  The AAE program is 
authorized under Title IV of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  
 

o Update on Meetings with the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
regarding Cancellation of the NAEP Arts Assessment 

 
In July 2019, the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) decided to eliminate four of 
the National Assessment for Educational Progress (NAEP) Assessments including the Arts, 
Economics. Geography, and Foreign Language. The reason claimed for the decision was 
expected funding shortfalls. NAEA joined with other arts and arts education organizations to 
send a letter immediately to NAGB calling for the NAEP Arts Assessment to be reinstated. 
 
In February, NAEA participated in a meeting of NAGB staff leadership and representatives 
from the arts and arts education community along with representatives from the other subject 
areas whose NAEP assessments have been cancelled. While there is minimal, if any, 
expectation that the NAEP Arts Assessment will be reinstated, a dialogue has begun which is 
encouraging greater understanding of the importance of the NAEP Arts Assessment as the 
only national performance measurement in the arts. In addition, arts and arts education 
leaders are learning about additional data points which might be valuable for arts education 
advocates.  Future updates will be provided as they become available.  
 

o Arts Action Summit (formerly Arts Advocacy Day) Issues Briefs 
 
NAEA Leaders Thomas Knab, James Rolling, Jr., Mario R. Rossero, Kim Defibaugh, and 
Policy & Legislative Liaison, Kathi R. Levin, will be attending the Arts Action Summit on 
Monday, March 30 and Tuesday, March 31.  Kathi Levin, who represents NAEA on the Arts 
Summit Legislative Planning Committee, will be one of the presenters of material about arts 
education policy again this year. The most relevant Issues Briefs regarding NEA funding, Arts 
in Education Funding, and ESSA are provided here and posted on the NAEA website.  
 
Other Policy Topics 
For the full list of issues being monitored and the related briefing papers, prepared for National 
Arts Advocacy Day by the field (including NAEA), including Arts and Health, Arts and the 
Military, Net Neutrality, and others, refer to the Congressional Arts Handbook, available at this 
link: 
Congressional Arts Handbook: 
https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/legislation-policy/legislative-
issue-center/congressional-arts-handbook 
 


