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NATIONAL ART EDUCATION ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES 

2020 RETIREMENT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DR. DEBORAH B. REEVE 
 
(Alexandria, VA) - Today, the Board of Directors of the National Art Education Association (NAEA) 
announced that Deborah B. Reeve plans to retire after leading the organization as Executive Director and 
CEO since June 2007. Dr. Reeve will continue with NAEA through January 2020 to ensure a smooth and 
successful transition for her successor. 

“NAEA is grounded in its belief that equitable access to learning in the visual arts is a basic human right 
and key to the development of human potential. Dr. Reeve has been instrumental in NAEA’s evolution to 
the vibrant organization that it is today,” said Kim Huyler Defibaugh, NAEA President and Board Chair. “We 
celebrate Deborah’s leadership and many accomplishments at the helm of NAEA, in particular, her passion 
for art, leadership, and research and knowledge, which led to the creation of the School for Art Leaders and 
re-establishment of the Research Commission. Her sharp vision for a vibrant professional community led to 
the appointment of a Task Force on Equity, Diversity & Inclusion. Under her leadership, NAEA has 
undergone significant transformation that has ensured excellent stewardship of assets, exemplary 
governance practices, and agility to navigate the complexities faced by nonprofit associations.” 

Today, NAEA is the premier professional association for visual arts educators throughout the world. The 
NAEA Studio & Gallery, located in Old Town Alexandria, VA, perpetuates NAEA’s mission as a location for 
professional development offerings and national art exhibits by members and their students.  

“It has been my honor and privilege to serve an organization of smart and passionate professionals who 
are deeply committed to the arts, education and the development of human potential. The talented and 
dedicated members and staff work tirelessly to advance NAEA’s mission each and every day,” said Dr. 
Reeve. “I am confident that the Board of Directors will choose a successor who will honor NAEA’s long-held 
values while taking the association to new heights.” 

The NAEA Board of Directors has appointed a Search Committee, Chaired by Past President Patricia 
Franklin, and composed of members who represent a cross-section of NAEA membership. The Board has 
engaged Arts Consulting Group (ACG), an international firm that specializes in nonprofit executive 
searches in the arts and culture sector with an emphasis on equity, diversity, and inclusion; ACG will guide 
the national search process. A public position announcement, and pertinent application and inquiry 
information, will be released following the 2019 NAEA National Convention.



 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
Founded in 1947, the National Art Education Association is the world’s largest professional visual arts education 
association and a leader in educational research, policy, and practice for art education. NAEA’s mission is to 
advance visual arts education to fulfill human potential and promote global understanding.  
 
Inquiries may be directed to Bruce Thibodeau, President, Arts Consulting Group by emailing 
NAEA@ArtsConsulting.com or by calling (888) 234-4236 ext. 201.   

 
 

 


