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“In order to bring about innovation and 

change in art education and policy, we as 

educators must draw upon our collective 

experiences in order to generate 

transformations and new structures from our 

lived experiences.” 
  

  



As learned during COVID19, it is 

vital that art educators are both 

knowledgeable and prepared for 

unexpected challenges.  As the incoming 

president of the Public Policy and Arts 

Administration Special Interest Group 

(PPAA), I am honored to serve NAEA. For 

the next two years, the leadership focus of 

this group will be working with scholars 

and teachers interested in public policy, 

providing education for members, growing 

leadership opportunities, hosting group 

activities, providing resources and 

initiatives, and humanizing the group’s 

interaction. In this  president’s column, I 

share planned group initiatives for the next 

two years.  

 PPAA is beginning a campaign to 

inform our group, and other NAEA 

members, as to what public policy and arts 

administration is and investigate in what 

ways this knowledge can expand the reach 

of art education.  Schools, communities, 

and governments are affected by public 

policy. While scholars have difficulty 

agreeing on a definition of public policy, it 

is generally viewed as what government 

officials – including school leaders – do 

about problems presented to them by the 

public (Birkland, 2011). The development 

of public policy potentially results in new 

laws or regulations (Project Citizen, 2020). 

Policy is made for the good of the public 

and addresses solutions.  As we go forward 

as art education professionals in the 

United States, there will be much 

discourse regarding future emergency 

continuous, home-centered learning and 

the inequities that existed for both 

teachers and learners during COVID19. 

PPAA will be having these discussions. 

Additionally, we will continue to 

investigate areas of public policy that 

affects art education, such as funding and 

the right of every student in the United 

States to have access to art education. 

 This group will also place emphasis 

on two new initiatives.  The first initiative 

is becoming more involved in the national 

discourse on the education of newcomer 

students in United States schools and 

available resources for schools with 

newcomer demographics. For the last 

decade, I have been involved in this 

discussion – both professionally and 

personally. Evidence-based research and 

practice in this field indicate that art 

classes should be part of immediate 

instruction provided for newcomer 

students and that newcomer students 

need more than ESL programs to address 

biopsychosocial needs.  See the free 

documentary film and eBook on this topic 

at: 

https://coe.k-state.edu/journey-to-refuge/

index.html  

 The second initiative involves PPAA 

working closely with the Online Art 

Teachers (K-12) Facebook Group (OATK12) 

established on March 11, 2020 to assist art 

educators during the swift transition from 

school classrooms to home-centered 

learning, due to social distancing required 

to help lessen the effects of COVID19. I 

started this group  and am now working 

with a team of seven art education leaders 

to administrate the group. which has over 



10,000 members from more than 110 

countries and over 130K posts. Data from  

this group will be significant as art 

education discusses a way forward from 

COVID19. At our recent annual meeting, 

PPAA voted to officially collaborate with 

this group for the next two years. 

 

  
The above image shows the Facebook homepage for OATK12. 

  

  

PPAA will submit a Chicago 2021 panel 

presentation proposal. Beth Dobberstein 

will work on this proposal for our group 

and we seek colleagues involved in public 

policy and arts administration to join the 

proposal.  I have started this monthly 

president’s column here on PPAA’s NAEA 

Collaborate page and PPAA will also begin 

a bi-monthly guest column addressing 

issues of policy concern. Dr. Sarah 

Ackermann will work on this. The PPAA 

community can be found here: 

https://collaborate.arteducators.org/home 

  

 
The above image shows PPAA’s community page on NAEA Collaborate. 

 

    

PPAA will explore another constitutional 

update as we intend to expand the group’s 

leadership to include more officers and 

committees.  We will also review the 

membership process and streamline it and 

determine perimeters for membership. We 



will also examine our use of social media in 

more organizationally sound ways. We are 

considering a half-day digital conference 

on public policy and arts education and 

involvement with Americans for the Arts 

and Arts Advocacy Day in Washington D.C. 

Our new officers are: President-Elect- Beth 

Dobberstein(WI), Communication Liaison- 

Dr. Sarah Ackermann (IL). Erin Price will 

serve as past president. I am very excited 

about the energy and spirit of teamwork 

our new officers are bringing to this group. 

In order to bring about innovation and 

change in art education and policy, we as 

educators must draw upon our collective 

experiences in order to generate 

transformations and new structures for art 

education. 
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