
In The New Yorker article, “What Submarine Crews and Astronauts Can Teach Us About Isolation,”  
Tom Williams, a NASA psychologist, discusses an acronym he uses to help astronauts deal with the 
stress of isolation and confinement: “CONNECT” (as cited in Russell, 2020). His strategy to reframe  
how we think about a pervasive problem resonated with me as a historian and art educator. Facing  
the global pandemic alone and together gave me cause to connect with what he had to say.

C: for community. Williams pushes us to consider the influence of the community that surrounds us and the 
shared experience of getting through this pandemic together.

O: for openness to this new challenge and an opportunity to reframe our notions of isolation.

N: for our network of friends and family, which takes on a different role during this time; there is a desire to 
reconnect. 

N: for needs. Williams explains, “We all have physical, emotional, psychological needs.… When we’re more 
isolated, we have a diminished set of available resources to meet those needs” (as cited in Russell, 2020). This 
presents us an opportunity to be more creative, giving us a greater sense of control over our circumstances.

E: for expeditionary mindset that encourages us to be open to new experiences. COVID-19 has altered the  
way we think about pedagogy and ways of being. While things may remain uncertain, and the new normal 
unclear, life will continue.

C: for countermeasures, or the actions we take to calm frayed nerves in our learning spaces. 

T: for training and preparation. Williams asks, “How do we pull on our previous experience with adversity?… 
How do we draw strength from others around us as they post different ideas? How do we share with others 
how we’re handling it, to help strengthen them?” (as cited in Russell, 2020).

Art educators are often accustomed to responding to individual and community needs in imaginative and 
meaningful ways. As I sit at my desk in my New York City apartment thinking about teaching and learning in 
isolation, the historian in me is reminded of the practice of documenting history as it happens, so that future 
generations can better understand the unprecedented times society has faced. History opens up the possibility 
for researchers to bring forward stories and events from the past, carving out new spaces to include in the 
historical record of the experiences and perspectives of individuals (Bolin & Kantawala, 2017). 

Narrative research begins with the experiences and occurrences individuals convey in their lived and told 
stories (Creswell, 2007). Under the umbrella of narrative research, oral history consists of gathering personal 
reflections of events and their causes and effects from several individuals (Plumer, 1983, as cited in Creswell, 
2007). Many art educators use the art of storytelling and narrative in their work (Kantawala, 2017; Kraehe, 
2015; Lawton, Walker, & Green, 2019; Luz Leake, 2019; Nolte-Yupari & Jones, 2020; Rolling, 2010; Stankiewicz, 
2017; etc.). With these storytelling methodologies, art educators can connect in a time where distancing 
and isolation have become the norm. This special issue of Art Education is an opportunity to share stories of 
“Reflections in Isolation as History in the Making.”

CALL 
FOR  
SUBMISSIONS Deadline: May 1, 2021

EducationART

Ami Kantawala, EdD, senior 
editor of Art Education, the 
official journal of the National 
Art Education Association, invites 
contributions that address 
the theme REFLECTIONS IN 
ISOLATION AS HISTORY IN 
THE MAKING.  

All submissions will undergo 
anonymous peer review in 
accordance with journal policies. 

How to submit: 

All submissions for the special 
issue should follow the 
established submission guidelines 
for the Art Education journal as 
listed here: https://www 
.tandfonline.com/loi/uare20.

(Click on the link “Instructions 
for Authors.” Please indicate 
“Special Issue” manuscript when 
you submit.) 

Please send specific questions to 
arteducationjournal@gmail.com.

Reflections in Isolation as History in the Making
Special Issue of Art Education Journal 

The Journal of the National Art Education Association

SPECIAL ISSUE

https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/uare20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/uare20
mailto:arteducationjournal%40gmail.com?subject=


You are invited to submit 1,500-word manuscripts, including references, that relate to CONNECT and the 
methodological prompts above or any of the prompts listed below:

• Visual reflections about isolation
• Conversations about isolation
• Students’ reflections about isolation
• Reframing your pedagogical practice
• From “best practices” to “next practices” in a virtual classroom
• Isolation as a teachable moment in your virtual art classroom
• Experiences of making about isolation
• Connections/connecting to isolation
• Distance/distancing in isolation
• Counternarratives to fear and isolation
• Museum education in isolation
• Cultural and marginalized perspectives
• Your choice
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