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Very soon months and months of 
hard work, dedication, persis-
tence, and creative connections by 

many nAeA members and staff will give 
way to a huge, exciting celebration—the 
world’s largest gathering of art educa-
tors! We gather to share, to learn, to rekindle 
our passion for art and teaching art. We 
gather to be with NAEA members who have 
become dear friends. We gather to make new 
friends and to be inspired by our innovative, 
dynamic profession that offers us a lifetime 
of discovery. The beautiful setting of San 
Diego in late March, the 1,000+ sessions from 
which to choose professional development 
opportunities, the many fine museums that 
are opening their doors for us, and the ever-
inviting Gaslamp Quarter filled with a variety 
of restaurants all contribute to a fun, action-
packed Convention. 
Your attendance and participation at the 2014 
NAEA Convention allows you to stay current 
on the ever-changing policies, standards, and 
innovations in art education. The sheer number of 
available demonstrations, sessions, presentations, 
and workshops virtually guarantees that some-
thing will spark a new idea for better art teaching, 
student creation, and student engagement. That 
spark may come from a famous education policy 
maker featured in a keynote address or it may 
come from a fellow teacher sharing a particular 
classroom lesson plan. It may be your own idea 
being discussed in informal networking opportu-
nities. We expect that you will find many sparks in 
San Diego.
We have many inspiring sessions, presentations, 
and workshops planned. Take a look at the 
schedule-at-a-Glance on the nAeA website 
to learn more about Jason Ohler and Bernajean 
Porter (international presenters on augmented 
reality, digital storytelling), Matt D’ Arrigo 
and Innocente Izucar (2013 Oscar winners for 
documentary short), Terryl Whitlatch (globally 
renowned creature and concept designer), Simon 
Silva (California artist and author), Deborah 
Butterfield (internationally renowned American 
sculptor), Jaune Quick-to-See Smith (interna-

tionally renowned American painter and 
printmaker), Matt Cauthron (Apple, Adobe, 
and ISTE distinguished educator), Laurance 
Gartel (father of the digital art movement), 
Phil Hansen (TED Talk multimedia artist), 
Ignite! with NAEA members, Curriculum 
Slam! featuring Olivia Gude and NAEA 
members, Young Innovators Panel spon-
sored by the Alliance for Young Artists and 
Writers, and Beverly Gerber and NAEA’s 
Special Needs Interest Group. Furthermore, 
NAEA members have prepared oh-so-many 
creative and innovative concurrent sessions 

that occur all 3 days of the Convention. 
Giving Voice, a theatre organization from 
Missouri State University, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Carol J. Maples, will represent the 
challenges of underrepresented, marginal-
ized, and oppressed persons to address 
issues of oppression, micro aggression, and 
discrimination that students encounter. San 
Diego State University art faculty will be 
offering some workshops and their campus 
galleries will be open for NAEA members 
to visit. The choices are many and varied. 
What will spark your interest? 

See You in San Diego!

Jaune Quick-to-See Smith
Phil Hansen 

Innocente Izucar
Jason Ohler

Deborah Butterfield
AND MORE!

NAEA 
Myanmar 
Delegation
Dennis Inhulsen, 
C.C. McCarthy, 
Jackui Stanley, 
Janice Rabdeaux, 
Bob Sabol, Sandy 
Jabaut, Dinae 
Woodruffm Mary 
Tully, Marie O’Neill, 
Lorraine Poling, 
Tammy Ballard and 
Debbie Kippley 
at the Shwezigon 
Pagodas, Bagan. 
More on p. 2.
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Connecting was added to the processes for 
Next Generation arts standards to elevate 
critical “connections” students and artists 
make to their world, regardless of age or 
grade level. Connecting process will in 
essence take the shape of two Big Ideas or 
Enduring Understandings for students to: 
1. Learn, research, and experience societal, 
cultural, historical, and personal experiences 
through responding to art, and 2. Synthesize 
their arts learning and understanding means 
personally through artmaking. Connecting 
through selecting and choice promotes 
“learner empowerment.” Connecting makes 
art learning personal—a good place to start 
for any art lesson.

Connecting to Myanmar
In early November 2013, I had the privilege 
of leading a delegation of NAEA members to 
Myanmar, organized through Professionals 
Abroad (www.professionalsabroad.org). 
We visited schools; experienced both rural 
Bagon and urban Yangon; enjoyed music, 
dance, theater, and art; and most impor-
tantly, reflected on what their culture meant 
for us personally. Intuitively, we applied to 
our lives what we experienced in Myanmar. 
As educators, we connect to our travel and 
then try to make meaning and synthesize 
our experience. As educators, our learning 
will manifest itself in our work with students 
and in our own visual presentations.

Myanmar, formally Burma, is a country of 
60 million people located in Southeast Asia 
bordered by Bangladesh, India, Thailand, 
China, and Laos. In 2011 military rule was 
officially dissolved following a 2010 general 
election and a civilian government was 
installed. Largely unknown to Westerners, 
Myanmar is a country with lush landscapes, 
ancient ruins, and busy streets. It is a 
developing county rich in natural resources, 
agricultural goods, gems, and traditional arts. 
The people, predominately Buddhist, were 
kind and welcoming. They made a lasting 
impression on our delegation, an impression 
that transfers to our daily lives with students.
Look forward to further opportunities to 
join NAEA members for educational travel. 
Myanmar was the third annual delegates 
trip abroad. Previously, delegates traveled to 
Cuba and India. Plans are now underway to 
form a delegation to Finland this fall. There 
is an informative session planned on Sunday 
March 31st at 9:00 AM at the Convention 
Center in San Diego, where Myanmar dele-
gates will share their experience to enhance 
their curriculum, teaching, and research in 
art education.

next Generation Visual Arts 
standards Update
Beginning with a pre-conference session 
presented jointly with members of the Media 
Arts writing team on Friday March 29, and 
throughout the Convention, attendees will 
have opportunities to view “first glimpse” of 
the standards prior to final editing. Plan now 
to speak with members of the writing and 
leadership teams, discuss the new framework 
with colleagues, and ask questions prior to a 
projected June launch.
I hope to see you there!
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Connecting

writing the Next Generation visual arts standards has changed the 
way I approach instructional design. The framework for unit or 
lesson planning rooted in the new standards will be very different 

from what most of us are accustomed to. Art teachers will be able to adjust 
easily, overlaying the new standards and adaptations. The new standards will 
affirm quality teaching and learning already taking place and help teachers 
communicate to stakeholders Big Ideas that transfer to adulthood.

dennis Inhulsen

Glass Craftsman in Louisville, Kentucky. Laquerware Craftswomen in Bagan.

Girls singing in unison at a Buddhist school in 
Bagan.

“Girls on the Run” Program.

entry to a Buddhist elementary school in 
Bagan, Myanmar.

entry to a Patterson elementary school in Holly, 
Michigan.

Then and Now

Connecting makes art learning 
personal—a good place to 
start for any art lesson.
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