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We are so honored to feature James Haywood Rolling, Jr. 
for this edition of PPAA News.  
 
Dr. Rolling serves as Dual Professor of Arts Education and 
Teaching and Leadership at Syracuse University, and is the 
inaugural Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for its 
College of Visual and Performing Arts. Dr. Rolling is the 
current President-Elect of the National Art Education 
Association (NAEA) and a member of the 2017 class of 
NAEA Distinguished Fellows. He served as the Senior 
Editor of Art Education Journal from 2015-2017 and is also a 

2018 graduate of the School for Art Leaders, a flagship training program of NAEA 
supporting art + design educators in their quest to excel as leaders. 
  
He has authored dozens of peer-reviewed articles and papers, 
numerous book chapters, encyclopedia entries, and books on 
the subjects of the arts, education, creativity and human 
identity, Dr. Rolling continues to expand his reach with his 
upcoming book Growing Up Ugly: Memoirs of a Black Boy 
Daydreaming, an inspirational coming-of-age memoir that 
traces the upbringing of a painfully shy child. 
 
We were so grateful that Dr. Rolling carved out time to speak 
with us this month, as he has been very busy presenting at 
countless online art education conferences across the country. 
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My Interview with Dr. Rolling 

As President-Elect of NAEA you 
inspire so many art educators across 
our country. Tell us, what draws you 
to serving our community in this way, 
and specifically in this role? 
 
I will start by acknowledging that I did 
not originally conceive the idea of 
pursuing a path toward service as the 
37th NAEA President—the idea began 
as an inception, a seed planted by 
former NAEA President Mac Arthur 
Goodwin.  
 
I first met Mac Goodwin in person 
sometime in 2011 when I began my 
official tenure on the NAEA Board of 
Directors as the Higher Ed Division 
Director after having been the division's 
Director-Elect since 2009. As a new 
attendee at the regular NAEA Board 
working retreats, I was simply trying to 
learn my role. Mac Goodwin was at one 
of the first retreats I attended and he 
approached me—out of the blue it 
seemed at the time—to ask me to have 
a sandwich with him during a break. It 
was at that point that he gently 

challenged me to continue to develop as 
a leader and to begin to consider 
preparing myself to take on the role one 
day as our organization’s President.  
 
The whole idea caught me off guard I 
must say because I did not know him 
personally, yet his words stayed with 
me. It became clear to me that Goodwin 
was deeply concerned about the 
persistent lack of diversity in the lineage 
of NAEA leadership. He felt his service 
as the only NAEA President of color in 
its history should NOT be a one-off. He 
challenged me to follow through at the 
right time if I thought I was up to it. 
  
At the time, I recall that I was simply 
appreciative that Mac would share any 
of his valuable time with me and just as 
surprised that he even knew who I was 
given his stature in our field. I will 
always be grateful that he took the time 
to introduce himself and to let me know 
that he saw potential in me I had yet to 
recognize in myself. 
 
You were recently featured as a 
panelist during the 
#BecauseOfArtsEd event hosted by 
the Americans for the Arts. Can you 
tell us how it felt representing NAEA 
among other prominent figures? 
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What I enjoyed most about this recent 
opportunity is that it was essentially a 
storytelling event. I am a 2018 graduate 
of the School for Art Leaders, a flagship 
professional development program of 
NAEA supporting art + design educators 
in their quest to excel as leaders. One of 
the things I learned there was that in the 
exercise and strengthening of my public 
voice, story matters. Because I knew the 
story I wanted to tell, I felt comfortable 
for the most part. But being on “stage” 
so to speak with Josh Groban and 
Annette Bening, I confess my heart was 
racing a bit at first! 
 
CLICK HERE to watch the panel 
discussion! 
 
There was a segment in which 
panelists were asked to respond to 
the prompt, "Because of arts ed..." 
This sparked a series of stories from 
panelists illustrating the influence of 
the arts in their lives. How can the act 
of sharing origin stories help 
emphasize how essential the arts 
are?  
 
There is this moment in every superhero 
movie origin story these days where our 
hero begins to explore their emerging 

powers and learn how to control and 
ultimately master their newfound 
abilities. Creativity is a superpower 
giving individuals the agency to 
accomplish remarkable things and if we 
share our first creative leaps with our 
students, it will make the idea of taking 
such leaps less unfamiliar to our 
students as they become acquainted 
with their own creative superpowers. 
 
What changes in public policy need 
to happen in order to better serve the 
arts moving forward? What role do 
you and NAEA play in helping to 
shape public policy as it pertains to 
the arts? 
 
I believe NAEA has a far greater role to 
play on the national scene, especially 
with regard to sharing the story of the 
essential role of the arts in fostering 
creativity, as well as in working to usher 
a greater diversity of creative leaders 
into the ranks of the art + design fields.  
 
In his 1978 Studies in Art Education 
article titled “Justifying Policy for 
Aesthetic Education,” Ralph Smith 
described policy as an enterprise 
“always addressed to actions.” In other 
words, a good policy-maker designs 
policies that “determine, organize, 
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regulate, or systematize activities in 
order to bring about that state of affairs 
which marks a policy’s purpose (Smith, 
1978, p. 37, emphasis in original). In my 
opinion, NAEA’s role is to identify 
moribund discourses where new and 
relevant stories need to be told in order 
to initiate new action in support of the 
visual arts, media arts, and arts 
education as creativity education. 
 
How can NAEA members help you 
and the association with those 
endeavors? 
 
Step into the role of being a creative 
leader in your own locality. Creative 
activity, or creativity, is not for the gifted 
and talented alone. It is the provenance 
of all who are willing to practice creative 
endeavors and take the next creative 
leap ahead. Like all social creatures on 
a journey from point A to point B, at 
some point each one of us will have an 
opportunity to rotate into the ranks of 
leadership. Look for your opportunity 
and leap at it. To do so is to everyone’s 
mutual advantage. 
 
 
 

Closure 

Special thanks to Dr. Rolling for 
inspiring us to practice our creative 
leadership, and for representing us so 
wonderfully on a regular basis. Thank 
you, Dr. Rolling for your service!! 
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