
 

An   Interview   With   Julie  
Palkowski,   PhD  

By   Sarah   Ackermann,   PhD  
 

 
For   this   issue   of    PPAA  
News    we   reached   out   to  
Dr.   Julie   Palkowski.   She  
serves   as   the   arts   and  
creativity   education  
consultant   for   the  
Wisconsin   Department   of  

Public   Instruction.   As   we   are   still  
experiencing   a   world   altered   by   COVID-19,   I  
wasn’t   able   to   physically   sit   down   with   Julie.  
Even   so,   she   was   very   willing   to   share   her  
experiences   and   expertise   digitally!  

Our   Conversation  

Tell   us   about   your   history   in   the   arts.   
 
I   started   in   education   as   a   music   educator.   I  
have   taught   general   music   K-8,   elementary  
and   middle   school   choir,   orchestra,   and  
band.   I   worked   as   a   music   specialist   for   a  
special   recreation   center   to   support   children  

and   adults   with   special   needs   with   not   only  
music   activities,   but   also   theatre,   dance,  
and   art.   I   have   served   as   a   principal,  
instructional   supervisor   for   a   Title   I  
company,   an   arts   administrator   for   two  
school   districts,   and   I   now   support   the   state  
of   Wisconsin   as   the   arts   and   creativity  
education   consultant.   I   earned   a   masters  
and   doctorate   in   education   leadership   at  
Cardinal   Stritch   University,   with   a   bachelor’s  
degree   from   the   University   of  
Wisconsin-Milwaukee   in   music   education.  
Through   my   experiences   in   education,   I  
have   found   not   only   the   opportunity   to   share  
and   serve,   but   also   ways   to   grow   as   a  
learner   and   a   leader.   I   enjoy   learning,  
especially   with   colleagues   across   the   state  
and   nation   to   find   ways   to   engage   all   of   our  
young   people   in   the   arts.   
 
How   does   public   policy   influence   you   in  
your   current   role?  
 
My   role   is   multi-faceted   and   provides  
support   to   the   arts   education   field   by:  
 

● Disseminating   the    Wisconsin’s  
Model   Academic   standards  
(Wisconsin   Department   of   Public  
Instruction,   n.d.)    for   the   arts   areas   of  
art   and   design,   dance,   music,   and  
theatre;  

● Providing   professional   development  
resources   to   support   student   growth  
in   the   arts;  
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● Pursuing   common   goals   with   state  

and   national   professional   education  
organizations,   and  

● Working   to   build   a   highly   qualified  
workforce   to   support   student  
learning   in   artistic   and   creative  
practices.  

 
Legislative   language,   administrative  
policies,   both   state,   and   national,   provide  
parameters   for   this   work.   For   example,   in  
2015,   the   Every   Student   Succeeds   Act  
focused   on   all   students   receiving   a  
well-rounded   education.   The   heart   of   ESSA  
is   on   fostering   equitable,   engaging  
opportunities   in   all   content   areas.   The  
language   within   the   legislation   specifically  
includes   the   arts   and   provides   a   critical  
reminder   that   an   arts   education   is   a   part   of   a  
comprehensive   education.   ESSA   allows  
school   communities   to   look   beyond  
traditional   methods   in   supporting   student  
learning   through   a   well-rounded   education,  
which   includes   the   arts.  
 
Wisconsin   Administrative   Code   PI   –   8   is  
another   policy   that   guides   my   work   through  
the   mandates   for   public   schools   to   offer   K-6  
music   and   art   instruction,   as   well   as   offering  
the   opportunity   for   music   and   art   courses   to  
be   available   at   the   secondary   level.   This  
legislation   articulates   that   art   and   music  
instruction   shall   be   provided   for   all   pupils   in  
grades   kindergarten   through   6   and   shall   be  
available   to   all   pupils   in   grades   7   through  

12.   Additional   elements   of   this   law   share   the  
types   of   activities   and   educator   certification.  
This   policy   presents   public   schools   with   a  
strong   set   of   parameters   to   shape   their   arts  
programming.   My   role   involves   sharing  
information   with   districts   for   their   work   to  
comply   with   these   parameters.  
 
More   recently,   the   passing   of   Act   85   looks   to  
the   future   with   the   state   accountability   report  
cards   showing   the   percentage   of   students  
enrolled   in   music,   arts,   theater   and   dance   in  
Wisconsin   high   schools.   Prior   to   the  
passage   of   Act   85,   Wisconsin   was   an  
original   cohort   member   for   the   Arts  
Education   Data   Project.   I   am   the   State  
Education   Directors   of   Arts   Education  
(SEADAE)   co-chair   for   this   work   with   Bob  
Morrison,   CEO   of   Quadrant   Research.  
Through   this   work,   Wisconsin   has   collected  
course   and    enrollment   data   from   2013-2016  
(Wisconsin   Department   of   Public  
Instruction,   n.d.).     This   work   provides   the  
foundation   for   the   recently-passed  
legislation.   I   look   forward   to   seeing   the   data  
project’s   initial   work   move   to   a   higher   level  
of   visibility   through   the   report   card,   ensuring  
all   students   have   access   to   arts   educational  
programming   in   Wisconsin’s   public   schools.  
  
Each   of   these   policies,   state   and   federal,  
provide   guidance   to   shape   the   work   I   do   on  
behalf   of   Wisconsin   students   and   the   school  
communities   who   support   them.  
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What   is   your   institution’s   role   in   helping  
shape   public   policy   as   it   pertains   to   the  
arts?  
 
The   overall   vision   of   the   Wisconsin  
Department   of   Public   Instruction   is   “Every  
Child   a   Graduate,   College   and   Career  
Ready.”   This   is   pursued   with   an   equity   lens,  
ensuring   students   have   what   they   need   to  
learn   when   they   need   it.   The   agency   has  
multiple   education   consultants,   who   work  
with   their   respective   content   areas   with   this  
vision   in   mind.   I   am   intentional   within   my  
role   to   support   the   vision   by   providing  
professional   development   opportunities   and  
resources   that   highlight   a   multitude   of  
effective   practices   and   resources   that  
support   building   educator   capacity   in   the  
use   of   effective,   culturally   responsive  
practices   with   standards-aligned   materials.  
In   addition,   I   continue   to   gather   information  
from   the   field   to   identify   needs,   as   well   as  
exemplars   in   the   field   to   celebrate.   In   the  
agencies   focus   on   social,   emotional,   and  
physical   well-being,   I   have   provided   the   field  
with   multiple   resources   focused   on   the  
intersections   of   the   arts   and   SEL   with  
several   articles   and   podcasts.   The  
Wisconsin   Department   of   Public  
Instruction’s   vision   is   a   foundational   element  
in   my   work,   keeping   the   focus   on   all   of   our  
children   having   access   to   engaging   arts  
education   opportunities.  
 

The   pandemic   has   forced   response   from  
art   educators   around   the   country   to  
better   advocate   for   themselves.   How   can  
we   lean   on   public   policy   to   back   our  
efforts?  
 
The   Every   Student   Succeed   Act   (ESSA),  
has   multiple   areas   that   support   and   ensure  
that   all   students   have   access   to   a  
well-rounded   education   that   includes   the  
arts.   In   addition,   through   federal   title  
programs,   such   as   Title   IV,   there   is   a   focus  
on   not   only   a   well-rounded   education,   but  
also   on   safe   and   healthy   schools.   Several  
districts   have   been   reviewing   the  
opportunity   to   support   their   school  
communities   through   the   embedding   of  
social-emotional   learning   to   address   the  
mental   health   and   well-being   of   their  
students,   staff,   and   families.   Social  
emotional   learning   (SEL)   in   the   arts   has  
been   a   major   initiative   in   my   work   within  
Wisconsin   and   nationally   through    SEADAE .  
Many   SEADAE   resources   have   been  
developed   on   how   to   embed   SEL   within   arts  
learning   spaces,   whether   virtual   or  
face-to-face.   SEADAE   resources,   articles,  
and   podcast   episodes   are   available    online  
and   include   a   series   of   articles   I   have  
written   that   show   a   direct   alignment   of   the  
SEL   competencies   to   the   Wisconsin  
Standards   for   Music.   I   am   investigating  
alignments   to   other   arts   areas   and   looking  
forward   to   other   states   leading   in   this   work.  
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Check   out   New   Jersey   for   their   standards  
and   SEL   arts   work.  
  
Another   resource   that   has   surfaced  
because   of   the   pandemic,   is   the    SEADAE  
(2020)   Arts   Instructional   Resource   archive .  
This   is   a   nationally   informed   resource   with  
ideas   archived   from   across   the   nation.   The  
webpage   offers   encouragement   for   the  
visitor   to    follow   their   local   and   state   laws  
and   guidelines   regarding   online   resources.  
Although   these   are   public   resources,   local,  
state,   and   national   parameters   may   require  
specific   scrutiny   of   materials   prior   to   use.   
This   webpage   is   provided   as   a   service   to  
the   arts   education   community   and   families.   I  
curate   this   site   and   continue   to   gather  
information   from   my   national   colleagues,  
which   helps   not   only   the   nation,   but   also  
what   we   do   to   support   arts   education   in  
Wisconsin.   It   is   a   work   in   progress   and  
offers   a   starting   point   to   help   the   field.  
  
As   the   year   has   progressed,   multiple   states  
and   arts   organizations   have   launched  
guidance   to   support   arts   educational  
programming   with   some   discussing  
re-opening   strategies.   My   colleagues   across  
the   state   and   nation   have   been   reviewing  
these   documents   and   continue   to   identify  
which   elements   can   work   for   our   individual  
states   and   content   areas.   This   summer   will  
involve   continual   conversations,  
professional   development   opportunities,   and  
investigations   of   how   to   safely   support   our  

young   people   in   high   quality   arts  
educational   activities.   I   have   been   hosting  
weekly   sessions   with   arts   educators   in  
Wisconsin   and   with   my   national   colleagues  
throughout   the   spring.   These   will   continue  
during   the   summer   and   have   included   a  
dive   into   various   online   learning   tools,   arts  
education   video   watch   parties,   discussions,  
and   just   time   to   breathe   and   enjoy   each  
other’s   company.   The   focus   of   these   weekly  
online   gatherings   is,   first   and   foremost,   to  
develop   community.   I   have   been   honored   to  
facilitate   these   sessions   and   have   enjoyed  
the   deep   rich   conversations   and   fresh   ideas  
that   have   emerged   from   the   participants.  
 
Although   the   policies   described   provide   the  
parameters   of   my   work   both   with   Wisconsin  
and   through   SEADAE,   there   is   some  
flexibility   that   allows   for   innovative   practices  
to   be   in   place.   We   may   have   had   a   sudden  
shift   in   our   educational   structures   of   time,  
place,   and   people,   but   we   can   use   this   shift  
to   identify   different   opportunities   to   expand  
when,   where,   and   how   to   engage   our   young  
artists,   dancers,   musicians,   actors,   and  
artistic   technicians   in   the   arts.   The   “what”   of  
our   work   is   the   same.   We   have   standards  
and   objectives   in   each   of   the   arts   content  
areas.   These   provide   the   foundation   of  
knowledge   and   skills   for   our   young   people  
to   learn   and   master.   We   can   build   upon   the  
standards   to   support   the   growth   in   skills   and  
knowledge   in   the   arts   in   a   variety   of   ways.  
The   unique   circumstances   of   the   year   have  
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presented   us   with   time   to   consider   new  
ways   to   support   our   learners.   I   have   the  
honor   of   supporting   our   school   communities  
in   investigating   these   ideas   and   to   help  
foster   the   building   of   arts   education  
opportunities   across   Wisconsin,   as   well   as  
with   my   national   colleagues.   I   look   forward  
to   these   conversations   to   shape   our   arts  
education   landscape.  

Closure  

Special   thanks   to   Dr.   Julie   Palkowski   for  
graciously   sharing   her   expertise.   
 

● You   can   email   Dr.   Palkowski:  
julie.palkowski@dpi.wi.gov   

● You   can   follow   her   on   Twitter:  
@ArtsEdCafe   

● Bookmark   the    Wisconsin   Arts   and  
Creativity   Education    Website  

● Follow   SEADAE   on   Twitter:  
@_seadae  

 
We   look   forward   to   continuing   the  
conversation   with   another   wonderful   leader  
in   public   policy   during   our   next   issue   of  
PPAA   News !   
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