
What motivates you to examine what you do and why you do 
it? This NAEA Research Commission–sponsored webcast looks across the 
NAEA research ecosystem to highlight various research processes our 
members engage in within the many di�erent contexts where art 
education occurs. In the �rst half of the webcast, a team of researchers will 
describe their deep dive into existing research at the intersection of art 
education and social–emotional learning (SEL), describing their processes, 
�ndings, and recommendations that are useful to attendees. In the second 
half of the webcast, additional researchers will screen their �Give It a 
Minute� videos in which they brie�y share an aspect of their research 

process, with a bit more information about how their research lives in their 
particular context. This webcast will o�er attendees a glimpse into the wide range of research e�orts in the wider 
NAEA research community, and invite attendees to connect to the NAEA Research Network with their own 
context-speci�c curiosities and questions.

Please note that participation in this webcast does not provide NAEA professional development credit.
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Presenters:

Tina Atkinson, Ed.D. 
Art Teacher
Percy Priest Elementary School
Metro Nashville Public Schools 
Nashville, TN

Tina Atkinson has been teaching elementary visual arts in Nashville for 23 years at Percy Priest 
Elementary School. She has taught adjunct at Belmont University and has hosted more than 20 interns 

from local universities. Atkinson has received several awards from state and local organizations for her work. She holds 
degrees in art education, curriculum and instruction, leadership, and professional practice, and she is National 
Board–Certi�ed in Early/Middle Childhood Visual Arts. Her research interests range from action research related to authentic 
assessment and student voice in the elementary art classroom, to aspects of art educator professional identity and how 
professional identity is developed over the educational life cycle of the individual to better identify barriers to the 
profession. Having recently taken ownership of Researcher as part of her own professional identity, Atkinson strives to 
empower other early/middle childhood practitioners to embrace research as part of their own practice. Atkinson is the 
Elementary Commissioner for the NAEA Research Commission, and she serves as the Middle Tennessee Regional Chair for 
the Tennessee Art Education Association.
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Flávia Bastos, Ph.D
Distinguished Research Professor 
University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH

Flávia Bastos is a University of Cincinnati distinguished research professor in the arts and humanities. 
Her research is inspired by the educational philosophy of educator Paulo Freire. Bastos is an NAEA 

Distinguished Fellow, past chairperson for the Council of Policy Studies in Art Education, and former 
Director of the NAEA Higher Education Division. Her current project, Who Is American Today? done in collaboration with 
James Rees, received the Excellence in Research in Education Through Art Award from the International Society for Education 
Through Art (InSEA) in 2021. She received the 2009 Ziegfeld Award (InSEA) and the Mary J. Rouse Award (NAEA Women’s 
Caucus) in 2007. Bastos is a previous senior editor of Art Education and has published and lectured extensively in the United 
States and abroad.

Carrie Carlson, M.F.A.
PhD Candidate  
Northern Illinois University 
Orland Park, IL

Carrie Carlson earned a BA in biology and art from Luther College, an MFA in scienti�c illustration 
from the University of Michigan, and an MA in printmaking from Governors State University. She is 

currently pursuing a PhD in art and design education at Northern Illinois University. Since 2001, she 
has been a full-time high school educator in the south suburbs of Chicago, where she has split her years between the science 
and art departments; she has taught drawing, painting, and International Baccalaureate visual arts, as well as biology, 
biomedical sciences, and horticulture. Carlson also teaches a variety of adult art courses at the Morton Arboretum, including 
linoleum block printing, drawing birds, and nature journaling. She is president of the Great Lakes Chapter of the Guild of 
Natural Science Illustrators (GNSI) and actively exhibits both nationally and internationally. 

Amber Coleman, M.A.Ed.
PhD Candidate  
The University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ

Amber Coleman is a PhD student and graduate assistant in art and visual culture education at The 
University of Arizona. Originally from Columbus, Georgia, she received her bachelor’s degree in art 

and French from Mercer University in 2014 and her master’s degree in art education from the 
University of Georgia in 2018. Coleman’s research interests include Black feminisms, critical pedagogies, and historical and 
narrative research. Her work as an artist/educator/researcher centers the experiences of communities of color, queer folks, 
and women, noting the importance of marginalized voices, histories, and practices within art and education. 

Je�rey M. Cornwall, M.A.
PhD Candidate   
The Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, PA

Je�rey M. Cornwall is an art educator and researcher who became fascinated with the work of 
children when he began teaching art at an elementary school. In the classroom, Cornwall and his 

students collaborated to create an interdisciplinary and experimental art curriculum. This led him to 
pursue graduate studies with a focus on childhood. In the doctoral program at Penn State, he became immersed in the �eld 
of childhood studies along with poststructuralist philosophy in order to think di�erently about children, childhood, learning, 
and art in the public elementary school. For his dissertation work, Cornwall participated in a 2-year ethnographic study in a 
3rd-grade general classroom to engage the a�ective and mundane ways children learn, think, make, and do that leak from 
the dominant discourses of developmentalism in the public elementary school. 



Kerry Freedman, Ph.D.
Professor 
Northern Illinois University 
St. Charles, IL

Kerry Freedman is a professor of art and design education at Northern Illinois University and 
coordinator of doctoral programs in the College of Visual and Performing Arts. She began her 

professional life as a preK–12 art teacher. Freedman’s research focuses on student engagement with 
visual culture, creativity, and community, and is currently coauthoring a book on visual research methods for Routledge. 
She is the author of the book Teaching Visual Culture: Curriculum, Aesthetics, and the Social Life of Art. She coauthored the 
books Postmodern Art Education: An Approach to Curriculum and Transforming Computer Technology. She edited the book 
Looking Back and coedited the book Curriculum, Culture, and Art Education, which comprises cultural histories of art 
education from di�erent countries, and coedited the International Encyclopedia of Art and Design Education. Freedman has 
published more than 100 articles and book chapters, been translated into multiple languages, given 200-plus national and 
international presentations, and won many awards. She has been an invited visiting professor and Fulbright Scholar at 
several overseas universities. 

Ami Kantawala, Ed.D.
Adjunct Associate Professor of Art Education   
Teachers College, Columbia University  
New York, NY

Ami Kantawala serves as an adjunct associate professor in the Art and Art Education Program at 
Teachers College, Columbia University, in New York, and also teaches in Boston University’s online 

Master of Arts in Art Education program. She teaches a variety of courses at both universities, ranging 
from research methods, a master’s seminar, history of art education, and leadership in art education, along with supervising 
master’s research theses. Kantawala completed her BFA in painting and metalcraft at Sir J. J. School of Applied Art in Bombay, 
India, and went on to complete her EdM and EdD in art education at Teachers College. She completed an extensive training 
program in leadership from HERS Wellesley Institute in 2012–2013. She was recently awarded the NAEA Eastern Region Higher 
Art Educator of the Year. Kantawala serves as the senior editor for one of the �eld’s peer-reviewed journals, Art Education. 

Sara Wilson McKay, Ph.D.
Associate Professor & Graduate Program Director  
Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA

Sara Wilson McKay is an associate professor of art education at Virginia Commonwealth University. 
She currently serves as the graduate program director and previously was department chair for 

nearly 10 years. She teaches both undergraduate and graduate students. Wilson McKay cofounded 
“The Art of Nursing,” a program that uses art education strategies to enhance the clinical reasoning skills of nursing students. 
More recently, she has partnered with physicians in internal medicine to teach 1st-year medical students to confront the 
limits of their perceptions, build their tolerance for ambiguity, and investigate bias in health care through art. Their research 
team was recently honored with the Medical Education Innovation/Research Award by the VCU School of Medicine. She 
publishes in both art education and health care venues, and she coauthored and edited Practice Theory: Seeing the Power 
of Art Teacher Researchers with Melanie Bu�ngton. She currently serves as the Chair of the NAEA Research Commission.



James Rees, M.F.A.
Artist, Researcher, Teacher 
Provo High School 
Provo, UT

James Rees advocates for the arts nationally and locally to empower students and their teachers in 
and through the arts. He actively engages in research where he strives to make meaningful 

connections between art, culture, and the human experience. He strives to be an innovative teacher, 
practicing artist, and advocate for arts education. He currently serves as an At-Large Commissioner for the NAEA Research 
Commission and has previously served on the NAEA Board of Directors as the Secondary Division Director and a Regional 
Vice President. Rees is a Fulbright Memorial Fund Scholar, an Art21, and is a panelist for the National Endowment for the Arts. 
He is a recipient of numerous teaching awards, including the NAEA National Art Educator Award (2021), the NAEA National 
Secondary Art Educator Award (2016), the Utah Governors Leadership in the Arts Award (2016), and the Sorenson Legacy 
Award for Excellence in Arts Education (2013). 

Ryan Shin, Ph.D
Professor   
The University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ

Ryan Shin is a professor of art and visual culture education at The University of Arizona. His research 
interests include Asian critical pedagogy, counternarratives of Asian American art educators, and 

global civic learning in and through art. Shin has edited two books, Convergence of Contemporary 
Art, Visual Culture, and Global Civic Engagement (IGI-Global), and as coeditor, Pedagogical Globalization: Traditions, 
Contemporary Art, and Popular Culture of Korea (InSEA). His articles have appeared in journals such as Studies in Art 
Education, Art Education, Visual Arts Research, and the Journal of Cultural Research in Art Education. Additionally, he serves 
on multiple editorial journal review boards in the �eld of art education. Shin is a previous president of the United States 
Society for Education Through Art and serves on the steering committee of Art Education Research Institute. 

Chris Schulte, Ph.D.
Endowed Associate Professor of Art Education 
& Assistant Director of the School of Art
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, AR

Chris Schulte is an endowed associate professor of art education and the assistant director of the 
School of Art. He is also founder and director of the Center for the Study of Childhood Art, an 

interdisciplinary research, teaching, and community engagement center focused on reconceptualizing the study of 
childhood art. Informed by critical, poststructuralist, posthumanist, and decolonial approaches, Schulte’s scholarship, 
teaching, and community engagement focus on the artistic, play-based, and aesthetic practices of young children, with 
special attention given to the study of drawing and its relationship to historical and contemporary childhoods. 


