
Join us for an evening exploring how research impacts 
educational and artistic practice. Presenters from a range of diverse 
contexts will share inquiries that explore the multitude of ways educators, 
leaders, and artists embrace their role as researchers. Drawing from the 
themes of the 2022 Research Preconvention, presenters will discuss 
Research to Practice; Creative Practice as Research; Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion; and Building Research Networks in Art Education.

The overall theme of this year’s Research Preconvention, What’s Your Why? 
Art Education Research as a Common Enterprise, stemmed from the 
Research Commission’s mission to cultivate a culture and community of 

inquiry making research meaningful and accessible to all. Find out more about how research lives di�erently in 
di�erent places. Indeed, from schools, higher education institutions, museums, and community-based settings to 
online contexts, research in art education is a map with many destinations. Come connect, collaborate, and build 
research networks with people who share your questions.

Please note that participation in this webcast does not provide NAEA professional development credit. 
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Presenters:

Phaedra Michelle Byrd 
Art Educator
Prince George’s County Public Schools
Potomac High School 
Washington, DC

Phaedra Michelle Byrd currently serves as the President of Art Education DC and is a member of the 
Research Commission. She has taught art for 29 years at Potomac High School in Prince George’s 

County Public Schools. Byrd holds an MFA from Maryland Institute College of Art and a BA in studio art from Hampton 
University. Byrd is a graduate of the NAEA School for Art Leaders.
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Cala Coats
Assistant Professor of Art Education 
Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ

Cala Coats is assistant professor of art education at Arizona State University. Her research focuses on 
intersections of ethics and aesthetics with an emphasis on nomadic inquiry, public pedagogy, and 

socially engaged art. In 2021, Coats was awarded Paci�c Region Higher Education Art Educator Award 
from NAEA. The coeditor of the Journal of Cultural Research in Art Education, Coats has published in a range of journals and 
has recently written book chapters in The Routledge Companion to Decolonizing Art, Craft, and Visual Culture Education;  What 
Happens at the Intersection of Teaching and Conceptual Art; Makers, Crafters, Educators: Working for Cultural Change
(Routledge); and Bridging Communities Through Socially Engaged Art (Routledge). She is writing a book on curiosity and new 
materialisms in education (Bloomsbury). 

Nicole Cromartie
Director of Education and Programs  
Cly�ord Still Museum
Denver, CO

Nicole Cromartie is 15 years into her journey as a museum educator, with experience in museum 
interpretation, public programming, evaluation, research, and curation. Early learning and 

collaboration in museums are her dual passions and are fundamental to her thinking on making 
museum experiences meaningful, relevant, inclusive, and enjoyable for all. In 2021, Routledge published Cromartie’s �rst 
book, Evaluating Early Learning: Planning for Our Youngest Visitors. Evaluating Early Learning presents developmentally 
appropriate and culturally relevant practices for engaging early learners and their families in museums. Cromartie also 
teaches a course on learning in museums at the University of Denver. She has previously held positions at the High Museum 
of Art, the National Center for Civil and Human Rights, and Visual Understanding in Education. Cromartie holds an MA in 
curatorial practice from California College of the Arts and a BA in art history from the University of Florida. 

Alexa Kulinski
Doctoral Student; Graduate Assistant  
Syracuse University
Syracuse, NY

Alexa Kulinski (she/her/hers) is a 2nd-year doctoral student in the teaching and curriculum program 
and a graduate assistant in the art education department at Syracuse University. She holds an MA in 

art education from Maryland Institute College of Art and a BFA in art education from Syracuse 
University. Before pursuing doctoral studies, Kulinski taught K–12 visual arts in north–central Connecticut for over a decade. 
In her doctoral work, Kulinski explores the intersections of her artmaking, teaching, and research practices.

Patricia Phillips
Media Specialist   
Alachua County Public Schools
Gainesville, FL

Patricia Phillips received her master of arts degree in art education from the University of Florida and 
has a bachelor’s degree in elementary education. She serves as her school’s media specialist, and has 

cotaught undergraduate assessment and science methods classes for preservice elementary and 
middle school teachers. Phillips has worked with Head Start through 5th-grade students, teaching preK through 5th-grade 
art, in general education, and in self-contained ESE classes in brick-and-mortar as well as online environments. She is certi�ed 
in K–6 Elementary, K–12 Art, K–12 Humanities, and preK–12 Media Specialist, has Reading and ESOL teaching endorsements, 
and has gained Google Educator Certi�cation. Phillips has served as a team leader, �ne arts director, and teacher of the year. 
She is also an award-winning artist with a passion for inspiring students to embrace their creative potential.



Bailey H. Placzek
Associate Curator; Catalogue Raisonné Research and Project Manager
Cly�ord Still Museum
Denver, CO

Bailey Placzek is the Cly�ord Still Museum’s (CSM) associate curator and the research and project 
manager for Cly�ord Still’s catalogue raisonné. Placzek has dedicated the past decade to sharing 

Cly�ord Still’s art with the world. Curatorial projects prior to Cly�ord Still, Art, and the Young Mind 
include A Decade of Discovery: Cly�ord Still in Denver (2021–2022), Stories We Tell: The Collection Two Ways (2021), Still: 
Elemental (2019), Cly�ord Still: The Works on Paper (2016–2017), and Up/Down: Exploring Orientation in Abstraction (2015). 
Placzek’s work at CSM links her objective to advance access to collections, promote art’s ability to foster human connections 
across time, and deconstruct museum practice to make the �eld’s work more transparent, collaborative, and fun. Placzek 
received dual BA degrees in art history and painting from The University of Kansas and an MA in art history from the 
University of Denver, where she specialized in 20th-century modern art. 

Shagun Singha
Doctoral Student; Research Assistant 
Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ

Shagun Singha is a 3rd-year doctoral student in the Learning, Literacies and Technologies program 
from Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College at Arizona State University. She obtained her undergraduate 
degree in English literature and her master’s degree in English literature from University of Madras in 

India. Her research focuses on the role of play, games, and postqualitative methods in education.


