
This is an opportunity for educators interested in early 
childhood or early elementary art education to come together and 
discuss speci�c aspects that are crucial to classroom practices: space and 
materials. Four panelists will respond to a set of preset questions, followed by 
a group discussion and Q and A. Join us to discuss how art materials and the 
curation/design of studio space play a role in our own teaching and research 
with young children and art teachers.

If you’re curious to learn more, come engage in conversations with our 
panelists/interest group members! This webinar is open to all NAEA members regardless of interest group a�liation.

Please note that participation in this webcast does not provide NAEA professional development credit.

Materials and Spaces 
in Early Art Education

Thursday, May 26, 2022 
7-8 pm ET

REGISTER HERE

Presenters:

Marta Cabral  (she/her)
Assistant Professor
CUNY College of Staten Island 
Brooklyn, NY

Marta Cabral works with people of all ages, exploring play and art materials, processes, and ideas in diverse settings. Before joining 
the City University of New York (College of Staten Island) as assistant professor, Cabral was visiting assistant professor at the 
Penn State University School of Visual Arts; artist-in-residence at the Rita Gold Early Childhood Center (Teachers College, 
Columbia University); and adjunct professor at Teachers College, Columbia University. Her 20+ years of teaching young children 
inspire her work in teacher education and research on ownership of learning, play-based teaching, and art-centered curricula and 
practices. As a speaker and consultant, Cabral works with organizations to create and strengthen artistic engagement worldwide.

Shana Cinquemani  (she/her)
Assistant Professor and Graduate Program Director, 
Department of Teaching and Learning in Art + Design
Rhode Island School of Design
Providence, RI

Shana Cinquemani is an assistant professor and graduate program director in the Department of Teaching and Learning in Art + 
Design at the Rhode Island School of Design. Her research interests are grounded in theories of early childhood art education, 
connections between art and play, curriculum inquiry and theory, ethical research practices with children, and relationships 
between children and adults in the art classroom space. She has worked as an art museum educator, a preschool teaching assistant, 
and an elementary and middle school art teacher. Cinquemani is currently working on a project that provides access to free visual 
arts curriculum for young children in the greater Providence, Rhode Island, area. 
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Je�rey M. Cornwall (he/him)
Graduate Student   
The Pennsylvania State University 
State College, PA

Je�rey M. Cornwall is a graduate student in art education at The Pennsylvania State University. Cornwall became fascinated with 
the work of children when he began teaching art at a public elementary school. He collaborated with the students to create an 
interdisciplinary art curriculum based on contemporary art practices. These experiences in the elementary art room led him to 
pursue graduate studies with a focus on childhood and children’s art. For his dissertation work, Cornwall worked with the concept 
of the mundane to present critical perspectives on child development in relation to children’s learning and art in the public 
elementary classroom and curriculum.

Lillian L. Lewis (she/they)
Assistant Professor of Art Education 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Richmond, VA

Lillian L. Lewis is an artist, educator, and researcher who has worked in preK–12 public schools, art museums, community nonpro�ts, 
and universities in urban, suburban, and rural settings throughout the United States. She is assistant professor of art education at 
Virginia Commonwealth University. Lewis’s research and teaching focuses on investigating issues of sociopolitical and economic 
inequities impacting learners, and ways educators can challenge institutional power. Lewis’s work incorporates collaborative 
learner-led art inquiry with and through materials informed by posthumanist feminist theories as well as conceptual and performance 
art practices. Her recent work includes socially engaged art with young children and adults who identify as having a disability to map 
natural and built environments in order to reconceptualize and decolonize urban space.

Kristine Sunday (she/her)
Associate Professor of Teaching and Learning,
Undergraduate Program Director for Early Childhood Education
Old Dominion University
Norfolk, VA

Kristine Sunday is an associate professor of teaching and learning, and the undergraduate program director for early childhood 
education at Old Dominion University. As a researcher, Sunday draws from poststructural and posthumanist approaches to pose 
questions about young children, learning, and the visual arts in early childhood classrooms. Her research has appeared in handbooks 
and other edited volumes as well as national and international peer-reviewed journals, including Contemporary Issues in Early 
Childhood Education and Studies in Art Education. She holds a PhD in art education from The Pennsylvania State University.

Marissa McClure Sweeny  (she/her)
Associate Professor of Art Education
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Indiana, PA

As an artist, educator, and researcher, Marissa McClure Sweeny is interested in early childhood studies, early childhood art education, 
multiliteracies, postdevelopmental theories of children’s art, community-based art education, feminist new materialist theory, and 
curriculum inquiry and design. McClure Sweeny is associate professor of art education, art education program coordinator, and 
women’s and gender studies a�liate faculty at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. She has been an early childhood educator in rural 
and urban settings, and in art museums throughout the United States. McClure Sweeny is the founder of SQUAD Art Studio, 
a community-based art studio for children aged 0–6. SQUAD emphasizes negotiated curriculum, process-based art and media, 
family and child intergenerational coeducation, and young children’s use of digital technologies as art media.


