
Art Club
ELEMENTARY

Do you have students who just can’t seem to stop creating? At NAEA, we know visual arts, design, 
and media arts educators often go above and beyond for their students. While we fully support a 
balanced schedule for planning, preparation, and professional responsibilities, we also recognize that 
many educators build in extra time to nurture artistic and creative students. Have you ever considered 
transforming this additional time into an art club? 

In this document, we’ll explore the benefits of implementing an art club at your school and offer helpful 
tips on how you can get started creating one today.

OVERVIEW:

Identifying your purpose and overall goal is the first step to creating a successful art club. Not sure where 
to start? Consider asking yourself the following questions as you begin planning:

PURPOSE:

Who is my target audience for the art club?

What outcomes do I intend to achieve?

Will this have a greater benefit for more than just my students?

How might I find funding, support, or resources?

How might this help prepare my students for middle school and beyond?

Would this program fulfill a need?

TIPS FOR SUCCESS



Actively engage in social–emotional learning

Feel a sense of belonging

Hone their artistic skills

Increase their social skills

Build self-confidence

Improve school attendance

An elementary art club can serve multiple audiences for multiple reasons. Here we’ll explain the different 
ways it can support each group:

The Benefits

Students

Art clubs can help students:

Families/Caregivers

According to youth.gov, after-school activities,
like an art club, provide families and caregivers
with:

A safe, supervised activity for children to engage 
in after school 

An affordable activity that enhances learning  
and participation

A way to engage in activities alongside their 
children

Teachers

An art club provides educators with the
opportunity to:

Engage students in additional projects  
that can be done outside of class

Introduce new materials and techniques  
with less pressure

Build stronger connections with students, 
 as well as their families and caregivers

Offer greater autonomy for program  
development

Potentially receive a financial stipend

Administration

Enhance academic support for students

Increase participation in school events or  
programs

Create additional income for the art department

Reduce gaps by providing additional opportunity 
for students to achieve goals

Increase visibility in the greater community 
through public displays

An art club provides administration with more 
ways to:

Encourage inclusivity with additional  
extracurricular offerings

An art club provides the community with:

Communal projects like public murals or blankets 
for hospitals

An opportunity for local artists to interact with 
young creatives

A way to display art in local businesses or civic 
spaces

Community service projects, such as making art 
alongside residents in nursing homes or leading a 
community event

High-quality afterschool 
programs promote positive 

youth development and offer 
a safe space where kids can 

explore their potential.

Community

“ “

— youth.gov

https://youth.gov/youth-topics/afterschool-programs/benefits-youth-families-and-communities
https://youth.gov/youth-topics/afterschool-programs/benefits-youth-families-and-communities


Send out a survey to gauge student interest.
 
Receive advance permission from school 
administration. 

Calculate costs for materials and supplies,  
and develop a budget.  

Create and determine potential fund-raising 
ideas or other methods of financial support.  

Decide how many students you can accept.

Determine a meeting place, length of  
sessions, and how often meetings  
will occur. 

Consider safety measures and protcols, as 
well as methods of student engagement 
and management. 
 
Create permission slips for students. 
 
Select your projects and determine whether 
they will adhere to the current curriculum as 
well as be individual, collaborative, or both.  
 
Create a method of registration, such as  
a Google Form, for students to join. 
 
Determine whether you need help from 
other teachers or volunteers. 
 
Consider asking local museums or cultural  
institutions to partner with or support the 
art club. 
 
Ask yourself: “Do I have the bandwidth to  
take this on?”

Not sure where to begin?  
Try creating a checklist with the 
following suggestions:

Planning, Preparation, and Tips to Get Started

To help determine your model, 
consider these questions as you 
begin planning:

Will you meet once a monthly, bimonthly,  
or weekly?

Should you limit the club to only the oldest 
grade level you teach?

Should you have a set number of students  
from each grade level?

Will you allow different grade levels  
on different days?

Should you mix ages within appropriate 
ranges?

Can you make allowances for siblings  
who may be a year too young or too old  
for the intended group? 

Can you coordinate your club with other 
after-school activities?

What are the appropriate time durations  
(depending on the activities and ages of  
the students)—1 hour, 1.5 hours, or 2 hours? 

Will the club meet in the art room or 
another space within the school?

Where will you store work for an exhibit or  
display, or will you send work home with  
students each week?

Will you offer drop-in enrollment versus  
a scheduled commitment?

Will you offer one-off meetings around 
specific times/celebrations of the year?

Will you be a project- or media-based art 
club with an end product in mind, such as 
mosaics, murals, comics, or ceramics?



How can students’ SEL needs be addressed with this program?
 
What SEL structures or support will you need to allow all 
students to participate?

How can you provide opportunities for process-based 
artmaking or open-ended projects?

What research methods or therapeutic artmaking approaches 
will you use? 

Should you collaborate with a school therapist or counselor? 

How can you encourage students to support each other 
through positive communication and collaboration?

How can you promote mentorship opportunities between older 
and younger students?

Collectively establish a classroom climate and 
culture with students.

Communicate and follow through with ways 
students can join and be selected if space is 
limited.

Encourage personal ideas, expression, and 
experiences.

Invite special guests who represent the 
students and community, such as people who 
may be willing to share cultural arts or crafts.

Remove economic barriers by offering free 
programing, sliding-scale fees, and/or need-
based fee waivers.

Seek out sponsorships if free programming is 
needed.

Social–Emotional Learning (SEL)

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
An art club provides a way to build an inclusive space for community and freedom of expression. It also 
offers a way to give back and use the arts as a method of positive communication. Here are considerations 
for ways to build an inclusive art club where all young people are welcome:

We know each learner has their own social–emotional toolbox, and the art room is a great space to build 
these skills and connections. Consider the following questions to help enhance SEL skills:
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We are always thinking of ways to further the interests, skills, and commitment our learners have with the 
arts. Establishing an elementary art club might be a way to:

• Introduce students to artists and art within the greater community.
• Encourage continued participation in the arts for students and families.
• Break down barriers to access arts learning or art experiences for students and their families.
• Present more advanced students with opportunities to expand their skills beyond the classroom.
• Frame artmaking as a social and community endeavor.
• Bring the role of the arts to focus within our daily lives.

Connections

Funding, materials, space, snacks—all of these might be needed to implement a fully successful art club. 
The following resources can be helpful as you begin to plan and strategize your program:

• Benefits for Youth, Families, and Communities – Youth.gov
• Supporting Student Success Through Afterschool Programs – NCSL.org
• After School Programs – Help Grow Healthy & Successful Kids/Teens – childdevelopmentinfo.com

Resources

For more than 40 years, the National Art 
Honor Society has provided national 
recognition and opportunities for students 
who exhibit outstanding scholarship in the 
visual arts, and for their teachers. In this 
time of uncertainty and potential isolation, 
connecting and acknowledging outstanding 
visual arts students is more imperative than 
ever. Participation in NAHS provides your 
students, faculty, school, and community with invaluable benefits—including peer recognition, leadership 
growth opportunities, college and career preparation, recognition of your art program, and so much more.

• The National Art Honor Society (NAHS) serves Grades 9–12 
• The National Junior Art Honor Society (NJAHS) serves Grades 6–8
• Download the NAHS/NJAHS Chapter Handbook for the current school year
• NAEA Member Services is always ready to answer your questions! Contact them  

at NAHS@arteducators.org or 800-299-8321 (Monday–Friday, 8:15am–4:30pm ET)

National Art Honor Societies

https://youth.gov/youth-topics/afterschool-programs/benefits-youth-families-and-communities
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/expanding-learning-opportunities-through-afterschool-programs.aspx
https://childdevelopmentinfo.com/learning/after-school-programs-benefits/#gs.64tf4z
https://www.arteducators.org/national-art-honor-societies/learn-more-about-nahs-njahs
https://www.arteducators.org/national-art-honor-societies/learn-more-about-nahs-njahs
https://arteducators-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/1038/a65ec11f-6351-415d-90bd-3a9f026a7d2b.pdf?1604074502
mailto:mailto:NAHS%40arteducators.org?subject=

