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Anna Pilhoefer is a director of equity and multilingual learner services with Santa Barbara Uni�ed School District in Santa Barbara, 
California. She became a credentialed teacher after working as a teaching artist for the juvenile justice system and Housing 
Authority on the U.S.–Mexico border of El Paso, Texas. Anna has held roles in district, school site, and nonpro�t organizations, and 
she is the Associate Chair of the NAEA ED&I Commission.

The NAEA Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion Commission aims to center perspectives 
and amplify voices of historically minoritized and/or underserved art educators 
and learners. The ED&I Commission has been committed to this work since its 
inception in 2019.

In this webcast, members of the ED&I Commission will provide an overview of the 
important work of the Commission, and share exciting news on upcoming projects 
and initiatives. Over the past several years, the Commission has created scholarship 
opportunities for the NAEA Convention and NAEA programming, as well as 
presented at National Conventions. In doing so, the Commission has continued to 
address and adhere to recommendations created by the NAEA ED&I Task Force. 

Learn more about tools and resources developed by the Commission, such as an online network connecting members 
with NAEA’s a�nity and identity groups, and download the Commission’s past and most recent columns and writings. 
Webcast participants can also email questions to the Commission prior to the live webcast at edi@arteducators.org, and 
we will also open the �oor to questions during the live session. 

Please note that participation in this webcast does not provide NAEA professional development credit. 
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Assistant Professor, Elementary Teacher Education and American Indian Studies
California State University, Chico 
Chico, CA

Browning M. Neddeau is enrolled in the Citizen Potawatomi Nation. He is a jointly appointed associate professor of elementary 
teacher education and American Indian studies at California State University, Chico. He is the Chair of the NAEA’s Equity, Diversity, 
& Inclusion Commission, and holds a position on the National Advisory Council for the National Conference on Race and Ethnicity 
in American Higher Education. He has three lines of research: Native American culturally appropriate representation in schools, 
agricultural literacy, and arts education. He explores issues, challenges, and misconceptions of content integrity, and drawing 
lines for interdisciplinary studies in education.
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Emily Saleh (she/her)
NAEA Preservice ED&I Commissioner
Visual Arts & Design Educator
Village School West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School District
Princeton Junction, NJ

Emily Saleh is a 4th- and 5th-grade elementary visual arts and design educator at the Village School in the West 
Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School District of West Windsor, New Jersey. Emily serves as the Preservice Commissioner on 
NAEA’s ED&I Commission, and she is a former advisor to the National Education Association Foundation. Emily’s undergraduate 
college capstone research is an autoethnography focused on the embroidery of her identity as an art educator. She served as 
an assistant coordinator to the Graduate Research Conference in Art Education. Emily received her BFA in art education from 
Syracuse University and is a lifelong learner who aspires to earn a graduate degree in education leadership.

Kristin A. Ponden (she/her)
NAEA Middle Level ED&I Commissioner
Visual Arts Department Chair
The Unquowa School
Fair�eld, CT

Emily Saleh is a 4th- and 5th-grade elementary visual arts and design educator at the Village School in the West 
Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School District of West Windsor, New Jersey. Emily serves as the Preservice Commissioner on 
NAEA’s ED&I Commission, and she is a former advisor to the National Education Association Foundation. Emily’s undergraduate 
college capstone research is an autoethnography focused on the embroidery of her identity as an art educator. She served as 
an assistant coordinator to the Graduate Research Conference in Art Education. Emily received her BFA in art education from 
Syracuse University and is a lifelong learner who aspires to earn a graduate degree in education leadership.

Cathy Rosamond  (she/her)
NAEA Higher Education ED&I Commissioner
Art Educator
School of Visual Arts
New York City, NY

Cathy Rosamond is the chair of the Art Education Department at the School of Visual Arts in New York City. She is an artist and 
educator with an extensive background in museum education for all age groups, in addition to teaching painting to adult 
artists with intellectual and other developmental disabilities, traumatic brain injury, and autism spectrum disorders. She 
currently serves as the Higher Education Commissioner of NAEA’s ED&I Commission. She is also on the DEI Task Force at the 
School of Visual Arts where she co-chairs all DEI initiatives pertaining to the college’s academic division. Her scholarship 
interests are in artistic or practice-based research, speci�cally in translanguaging and transdisciplinary investigations that focus 
on non-Western approaches to arts thinking.

Ray Yang  (they/them)
Director of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion and Special Initiatives
National Art Education Association
Alexandria, VA

Ray Yang is the Director of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, and Special Initiatives at NAEA. They are a nonbinary Asian American 
artist, educator, and advocate for the arts and social justice. Ray has spent time in a range of roles, such as teaching art in 
classrooms, working as a teaching artist for museums and community centers, teaching graduate courses, and working as an 
arts administrator within public schools. They have facilitated diversity and equity workshops, led a�nity groups, and trained 
with the National SEED project. They currently co-chair the Arts Education Partnerships Equity Working Group.
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