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• All New Art Standards Toolbox: A Web-Based App for Art Educators! View the 
National Visual Arts Standards; add state and local standards easily; access the 
Lesson Planner, Unit Designer, and templates; export, add, update, save, print, 
and share Standards-based units; assess student work using the Proficiency-Based 
Scoring Tool; upload, view, and print student work; and build class lists. Download it 
at naeaapp.com

• VIRTUAL ART EDUCATORS: Online Professional Learning. Access premier 
professional learning opportunities from anywhere in the world. Choose live and 
archived webinars, sessions, workshops, and more to create your ideal experience. 
Design your professional learning experience today! Visit virtual.arteducators.org

• Meet the NAEA Board of Directors—the national leaders in your professional 
field—at www.arteducators.org/board

• See what NAEA members and Board have identified as priority areas of focus.
Leaders, members, and staff will be working together to achieve the goals set forth 
in the 2015–2020 NAEA Strategic Vision: www.arteducators.org/about-us/2015_
Strategic_Vision.pdf

• Be inspired by student art! Visit the NAHS Student Artwork Gallery featuring more 
than 10,000 images of NAHS and NJAHS member artwork. Student work is featured 
in the digital edition of NAHS News and on Pinterest at www.pinterest.com/
arteducators

• Establish a Chapter of the National Art Honor Society (NAHS) or National Junior 
Art Honor Society (NJAHS) and bring greater recognition to your art program 
and your students! There are now 49,000+ art student members in 2,000+ chapters 
across the nation! www.arteducators.org/nahs

• Visit the award-winning NAEA website—over 2,071,843 site visits and 7,746,813 
page views over the past 12 months. www.arteducators.org. And watch for the 
new redesigned website coming soon! 

• Connect and share through the NAEA Lesson Design Challenge Pinterest 
Board. Are you up for the challenge? See more at www.arteducators.org/
lesson-design-challenge

• Plan! The 2016 NAEA National Convention: LEAD! Share Your Vision for Art 
Education will be held March 17-19 in Chicago, IL. 
www.arteducators.org/convention

• School for Art Leaders will be inviting applications for the 2016 class in early 
February.

• Planning a trip to the Washington DC metro area? NAEA has now moved to our 
new home at 901 Prince Street in the heart of Old Town Alexandria, VA—a stone’s 
throw across the Potomac River from the nation’s capital! Come experience your 
new “NAEA home”!

• Volunteer leadership opportunities. Congratulations and thank you to 
the newly appointed Regional Division Directors who are part of respective 
membership Division Leadership Teams working with the National Division Director 
and Director-Elect to advance the work of the Division. Interested in leadership 
opportunities? Contact your Regional Vice President or Division Director: 
www.arteducators.org/board

• 2016 NAEA National Leadership Conference: July 27-30, 2016. Washington DC. 
Watch for details.

• Being an active member of your state and national art education community 
distinguishes you as an educator who is committed to the highest standards of 
excellence and continued professional growth and scholarship. The voice of art 
educators is growing ever stronger! Welcome new members!

According to Sandra Ruppert, director of the Arts Education Partnership, “We have a whole genera-
tion of teachers and parents who have not had the advantage of arts in their own education.” Many 
parents, as well as other classroom and subject area teachers, often lack a basic understanding of the 
essential value of art education. “Years of research show that it’s closely linked to almost everything 
that we as a nation say we want for our children and demand from our schools: academic achieve-
ment, social and emotional development, civic engagement, and equitable opportunity.” (Smith, 
2009). Perhaps we need to do a better job of telling parents the story about why art matters. We may 
even be somewhat surprised by the difference that supportive parents can make toward ensuring 
their students have access to art education.

As you plan events that showcase your art program, see these activities as an opportunity to 
deepen parents’ knowledge and understanding of art education. Encourage family participation in 
art outings that include museums and galleries. Look for new and unusual places for students to 
exhibit their work throughout the community and include brief narratives that tell the story about the 
creative process. Engage parents along with their students in ways to experience the creative process 
with art challenges during back-to-school nights and other events.

And challenge yourself to become a more powerful storyteller 
and advocate. I regularly hear art educators remark about how art 
education is so very important; and yet, when asked why—many 
struggle to make a compelling case. And that seems to be one 
of our biggest challenges as art educators—I encourage each of 
you to refine your own story about why art education is essential 
to a complete education. Find the time and space in your journal 
to answer the question, why does every child deserve access to 
art education? Review your story regularly and continue to work 
on it until you have composed your own authentic, succinct, and 

powerful story about why art matters. Share your stories far and wide and post your stories through 
social media.

Once you help parents experience art through the eyes of their student’s cognitive, social, and 
emotional growth—we have a chance to achieve the most critical outcome of the their experience of 
art: Becoming an advocate for art education. The point is that a parent’s experience of art—in your art 
room, in public places, in their home, or wherever—is fundamental to creating a supportive extended 
community for your art program.

If you want inspiration for engaging parents, NAEA is here to help. I encourage you to peruse the 
wealth of resources curated just for you by NAEA members. Tap into the archived webinars on Virtual 
Art Educators, and begin making plans now to participate in the NAEA National Convention next 
spring in Chicago where you will experience the synergy produced by the largest annual gathering of 
art educators worldwide. And from all of us at NAEA, thank you for making 2015 such a special year for 
art education, your students, and our vibrant community. Happy Holidays! n
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“Through the eyes of a child.”
We’ve heard that phrase so often, it’s become a cliché. People 
say that our adult perspective can quickly become calcified—
set in its ways. We need to be able to see the world afresh. And 
in this “Year of the User Experience,” it may be helpful to look at 
the way parents experience art.

Gain insight into your professional organization and the opportunities 
available to NAEA members! If you have questions about the following 
information, you can find out more by asking an NAEA Board member or 
NAEA staff, and by visiting www.arteducators.org

NAEA  ORGANIZ ATIONAL 
AWARENESS

Help Decide the Future of Your Association—
Exercise Your Right to Vote!
Since the 2010 election, voting has been conducted

exclusively online for NAEA National Officer elections. 
This year online voting will be conducted for the offices of 
National Vice Presidents-Elect.
An e-mail was sent to all eligible voting members in mid-November. A second e-mail will be sent in 
early January. The deadline to vote is January 13, 2016 at 11:59 p.m. ET. The e-mail included:

• An online link to vote;
• Your NAEA ID number; and
• A unique password for your secure vote.

Please keep this e-mail as the NAEA office will NOT have access to the secure passwords.
Make sure your membership is current or you will not receive an e-mail to vote. Eligible members 
to vote are Active, Retired, Student, and Life Members who are current at the time the ballot is made 
available for voting.
Questions? Please send an e-mail to elections@arteducators.org or call 1-800-299-8321.
To see the nominees and their information, please go to www.arteducators.org/elections

Find the time and space 
in your journal to answer 
the question, why does 
every child deserve 
access to art education? 


