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• SAVE THE DATE! September 26 at 11 AM (EDT). The 2015 NAEA Back-to-
School Virtual Conference is your direct connection to professional learning 
and creative professionals! See more at https://virtual.arteducators.org

• Art Educator Recognition—NAEA AWARDS PROGRAM. Honoring those 
who create a lasting impression on the future through visual arts education. 
Find descriptions of all NAEA awards, nomination instructions, and all forms 
necessary to nominate an outstanding art educator, student, or supporter 
of visual arts education at www.arteducators.org/awards. The deadline for 
most awards is October 1, 2015. 

• All New Art Standards Toolbox: A Web-Based App for Art Educators! 
View the National Visual Arts Standards; add state and local standards easily; 
access the Lesson Planner, Unit Designer, and templates; export, add, update, 
save, print, and share Standards-based units; assess student work using the 
Proficiency-Based Scoring Tool; upload, view, and print student work; and 
build class lists. Download it at naeaapp.com

• VIRTUAL ART EDUCATORS: ONLINE PROFESSIONAL LEARNING. Access 
premier professional learning opportunities from anywhere in the world. 
Choose live and archived webinars, sessions, workshops, and more to create 
your ideal experience. Design your professional learning experience today! 
Visit virtual.arteducators.org

• Meet the NAEA Board of Directors—the national leaders in your 
professional field—at www.arteducators.org/board

• See what NAEA members and Board have identified as priority areas of 
focus. Leaders, members, and staff will be working together to achieve the 
goals set forth in the 2015–2020 NAEA Strategic Vision: www.arteducators.
org/about-us/2015_Strategic_Vision.pdf

• Be inspired by student art! Visit the NAHS Student Artwork Gallery featuring 
more than 10,000 images of NAHS and NJAHS member artwork. Student work 
is featured in the digital edition of NAHS News and on Pinterest at 
www.pinterest.com/arteducators

• Establish a Chapter of the National Art Honor Society (NAHS) or National 
Junior Art Honor Society (NJAHS) and bring greater recognition to your art 
program and your students! There are now 49,000+ art student members in 
2,000+ chapters across the nation! www.arteducators.org/nahs

• Visit the award-winning NAEA website—over 2,206,836 site visits and 
8,218,976 page views over the past 12 months. www.arteducators.org. And 
watch for the new redesigned website coming late fall! 

• Connect and share through the NAEA Lesson Design Challenge Pinterest 
Board. Are you up for the challenge? See more at www.arteducators.org/
lesson-design-challenge

• Plan! The 2016 NAEA National Convention: LEAD! Share Your Vision for 
Art Education will be held March 17-19 in Chicago, IL. 
www.arteducators.org/convention

• Thank you to the more than 2,000 members who submitted proposals 
for Chicago and congratulations to those whose proposals were accepted 
following a rigorous peer-review process.

• Congratulations to the 2015 School for Art Leaders class! Special thanks 
to the many guides who facilitated a rigorous and inspirational week of 
leadership learning at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in preparation 
for the 6-month program. 

• School for Art Leaders will be inviting applications for the 2016 class in early 
February.

• Planning a trip to the Washington DC metro area? NAEA will be moving 
to our new home at 901 Prince Street in the heart of Old Town Alexandria, 
VA—a stone’s throw across the Potomac River from the nation’s capital! Come 
experience your new “NAEA home”!

• Congratulations to all who participated in the 2015 Summer Regional 
Leadership Conferences and many thanks for your contributions that ensure 
a strong and vibrant professional community.

• Volunteer leadership opportunities. Congratulations and thank you 
to the newly appointed Regional Division Directors who are part of 
respective membership Division Leadership Teams working with the National 
Division Director and Director-Elect to advance the work of the Division. 
Interested in leadership opportunities? Contact your Regional Vice President 
or Division Director: www.arteducators.org/board

• 2016 NAEA National Leadership Conference–July 2016. Confirmed dates 
to be announced by October 1.

• Being an active member of your state and national art education 
community distinguishes you as an educator who is committed to the 
highest standards of excellence and continued professional growth and 
scholarship. The voice of art educators is growing ever stronger! Welcome 
new members!

This ritual happens every new school year as 3.6 million teachers in the United States get their classrooms 
ready for the 54.4 million students in public and private schools who will be entering their classrooms.
What do your students see during the first day and weeks of school when they enter the space and 
place where you teach art? The desks and tables neatly set out; exciting new art materials; interesting 
objects; posters on the walls—all the visual stimuli you so thoughtfully curate to appeal to the aesthetic 
sensibilities of your students.
And, in anticipation, stepping back and giving the space you’ve prepared for your students a final glance; 
evoking your own excitement and passion for your work as an art educator. But what do your students 
see and feel when they walk into your classroom? For those who share your passion for art, the art room 
provides familiarity and enthusiasm, stretches the imagination, and stirs the creative juices. But what 
about those students who are simply showing up? What can you do to make their experience powerful, 
engaging, and conducive to learning?
As mentioned in the summer edition of NAEA News, this school year I’m going to be giving lots of 
thought into exploring the idea of “user experience” from the perspective of various audiences of art 
education. Call this the year of “experiencing the user experience,” beginning with the students, the 
primary reason we all do what we do.

Through art, you help students extend their learning far 
beyond the curriculum. And it is in that space, that I want to 
play with the idea of how students experience art begin-
ning with the moment they walked through the door of 
your art room and began the new school year.
What were the signifiers of art to them? They all saw the 

same things but each in their own way. What did those objects and posters, all those art materials, mean 
to them? Did they sense the endless possibility in fresh drawing pads? And how did their non-visual 
senses come into play? Could they smell the paints and other materials? Were they drawn to the texture 
of paper samples on the tables? Among all the stimuli you provided, what was most different about the 
art room in comparison to other classrooms?
And how did your arrangement of the space look to your students on that first day? Did the space appear 
highly structured and predictable… or were there different seating/workspaces that suggested an out-
of-the-ordinary experience awaited them?
There is an entire science—and certainly, a range of philosophies—about how to create environ-
ments for teaching and learning. Creating a classroom that is conducive to learning is one of the most 
important things a teacher can do. The environment you create should spark curiosity and prompt good 
questions; the environment should help generate ideas from a variety of sources and set the stage for 
teachable moments, and should lend itself to a variety of learning styles.
More than in most subjects, the art education classroom is an interactive learning space that allows for 
a variety of learning habits to be consistently modeled. An environment where curiosity, persistence, flex-
ibility, creativity, imagination, innovation, collaboration, understanding, and empathy—what has come 
to be recognized as “habits of mind”—are cultivated daily.
And equally important, are all the conversations you have with each student about their work—their 
ideas, progress, and challenges. In my visits to your art rooms and through many conversations with art 
teachers throughout the US, I know these are the kinds of experiences you provide—the way that you 
have always worked. And perhaps, the way you have always taught art.
But what if you gave yourself a gentle nudge to think even a bit more? Working from a user- 
experience perspective: How can you create an even richer way for your students to experience art 
and learning in your learning space? What new experiences can you create for your students when you 
bring new energy and focus to your teaching practice rather than teaching as usual? What new learning 
environment can you create that will promote the exemplary learning experience you want all students 
to have in your classroom?
One of the core benefits of art education is that it deepens and expands the way students experience the 
world. And why not start by rethinking the many ways students experience teaching and learning in your 
art room? And if you missed it, be sure to tune in to several new member benefits: 
• Virtual Art Educators at virtual.arteducators.org, where you will find an entire archive of webinar 

and Convention presentations at your perusal to inform and inspire.
• Art Standards Toolbox, a brand new multi-functional app that will support all of your work with 

students: a suite of tools for standards-based learning, assessment, and archiving student work. 
In the app store—free to members!

• New webinar series on topics you’ve identified as hot and trending: www.arteducators.org/
webinars

And, watch for the unveiling of NAEA’s new redesigned and cutting-edge new website to be previewed 
in late fall!
Best wishes for the new school year—I look forward to seeing many of you at your state association fall 
conferences! And as always, your NAEA staff team is here for you—let us know how we can support and 
champion your work! n
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Since early August, I’ve been watching with great interest Facebook 
images of art rooms posted by our members—rooms diligently 
made ready for students and the new school year. And I had a 

special moment helping my sister, who teaches kindergarten, prepare her 
classroom; we carefully arranged tables and tiny little chairs and created 
colorful learning centers for dressing up and exploring imaginative play. 

Gain insight into your professional organization and the opportunities 
available to NAEA members! If you have questions about the following 
information, you can find out more by asking an NAEA Board member or 
NAEA staff, and by visiting www.arteducators.org

NAEA  ORGANIZ ATIONAL 
AWARENESS

The art education classroom is 
an interactive learning space.


