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Project Description: 
Introducing, understanding and implementing Media Arts Standards into a new 
curriculum is a target goal at Orono Intermediate School in 2015-2016. To 
prepare for this endeavor, I applied for the Ruth Halvorsen Professional 
Development Grant, to learn about and realize artistic vision and technical skills 
while using modern technology at the Ansel Adam’s Photography Workshop in 
Yosemite National Park.  

Project Goals and Objectives: 
In the Yosemite National Park, I worked in a small group seminar with Alan 
Ross, master photographer and Ansel Adams’ chief assistant, discovering how 
to isolate and evaluate elements of a photographic scene and how to translate 
literal images into expressive works of art. With little experience in photography, 
I learned about the elements and processes of making artistic photographs 
using modern digital technology.  

Description of Activities Supported by this Grant. For Research Grantees, 
include a summary of research methodology. 
Following the seminar, I gained the skills necessary to teach art making with 
technical media equipment. I wrote a Media Arts curriculum that emphasizes 
environmental photography, addressing the National Standards in Media Arts. I 
taught an Art History component featuring Ansel Adams and shared my 
photographs from the locations where Adams worked. I taught students 
technical skills necessary to create works of art that communicate meaning. 
Students analyzed how the Elements of Media Arts are combined to 
communicate meaning in the creation of, presentation of and response to visual 
art works.  

My Orono students learned about the ART of photography as they 
photographed a specific place, Listening Point. Listening Point is the outdoor, 
Environmental Learning Center I have envisioned and created during the last 
ten years as an arts educator in the Orono district. A wooded lakeshore on the 
school campus, Listening Point has been developed with trails and learning 
platforms for contemplation, instruction and integration of environmental learning 
coming Science and Art. Making artistic and technical choices to communicate 
specific ideas about the environment and the history of place, students 
demonstrated knowledge and use of technical Media Arts skills while integrating 
technology. They assembled portfolios based on self-reflection while justifying 
personal interpretations of their world.  

In addition, I have developed personally as an artist. The work I completed in 
Yosemite has been exhibited in Minneapolis at The Traffic Zone Center for 
Visual Arts and at the Catherine Nash Gallery at The University of Minnesota. 
Currently, my own work is developing with photographs of Minnesota. 



2014-1015 Featured Grantee Summary 

Results: Lessons Learned or Findings of Research: These are key learning targets 
introduced, practiced, learned and applied: 1) How equipment choice impacts one’s final image, 
digital vs. 35mm photographs, 2) Choosing a lens for focus and using it well, 3) Optics and 
exposure, reading light and shadow, 4) Evaluating a scene & managing the details, setting 
exposures, 5) Tonality, white to grey to black, 6) Translating what’s in front of you to what’s in 
your mind’s eye, 7) Filters – how and when to use them – or not, 8) Preparing the image for 
printing with Photoshop and using editing tools, 9) Printing & presentation – bringing your vision 
to life on paper. I felt what students must feel in art classes when they are learning new skills: 
working through fear of failure, anxiety, and finally accomplishing a sense of elation when all the 
parts of the lessons come together with analytical understanding, creative applications and 
positive assessments. Upon completion of the course, I have taken the skills I have learned to a 
higher level of teaching Media Arts. And, have become an advocate of Media Arts as an art 
form. 

Impact of Receiving this Grant:  
When I applied for the grant, my goal was to be able to learn technical skill in photography so 
that I could better implement Media Arts Standards into the school’s art curriculum.  I learned 
technical aspects of photography but most importantly, I addressed how to use photography as 
an art form.  Well done, technically sound images are not necessarily art.  And, conversely, an 
artistic image needs to display technically mastered elements. I learned to combine the 
technical and creative aspects of photography, to make art with meaning. I found that the sense 
of place- its history and its immediate moment in time were my themes for the portfolio I created 
in Yosemite. I learned that once I developed basic photographic skill, I was able to creatively 
work with- and break- the rules to create my own voice.  My work as an artist has benefitted 
from this grant. Since my educational trip to Yosemite, my photographs have been exhibited in 
the New York Public Library where I received The Ernest and Cecil Holzinger Memorial Award 
for Photography. 

Grantee Biography:  
Jo-Anne Kirkman is the Art Specialist, Orono Intermediate School in Long Lake, Minnesota.  
She studied at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, the College of St. Catherine in St. 
Paul, as well as additional study in Paris and Nara, Japan. Her honors include Minnesota Art 
Educator of the Year, The Robert Rauschenberg Foundation POWER OF ART National Art 
Education Award, the Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher, and the national Gallery of Art 
Summer Educators’ Residency in Washington, DC. 

About the National Art Education Foundation 
NAEF supports visual art educators and promotes the teaching of art through professional development, 
research, and program sponsorship.  As an independent, philanthropic organization, NAEF assists with 
efforts to represent the teachers of art in America, improve the conditions of teaching art; promote the 
teaching of art; encourage research and experimentation in art education; sponsor institutes, 
conferences, and programs on art education; and to publish articles, reports, and surveys about art. The 
Foundation has supported 286 projects since its inception in 1985. NAEF funding supports a wide variety 
of professional activities, including research in art education, scholarships for professional development, 
promotion of art education as an integral part of the curriculum; establishment and/or improvement of art 
instruction in public and private K-16 schools; promotion of the teaching of art through activities related to 
the instructional process, curriculum, student learning, student assessment, classroom behavior, 
management, or discipline; purchase of art equipment and/or instructional resources. Donations in 
support of NAEF, a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization, are tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 
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