
2014-1015 Featured Grantee Summary 

National Art Education Foundation 
901 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

t: 703-860-8000 · e: naef@arteducators.org · f: 703-860-2960 · w: www.arteducators.org/naef 

Grantee Name: 

Kristin Taylor 
Title of Project: 

Harvard Graduate 
Schools’ Project 
Zero Future of  
Learning Institute 
City, State: 
Burbank, CA 

Grant Period: 
July 2014 – June 2015 
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Project Description: 
The purpose of this grant was to attend Harvard Graduate School’s Project Zero 
Future of Learning Institute to strengthen my own professional learning 
opportunities on a more global scale outside of my own school district. 

Project Goals and Objectives: 
The goals and objectives of this project were threefold: 1) to discuss and develop 
ways of engaging students in 21st century learning environments in order to best 
meet their instructional needs, 2) to connect with a diverse group of educators 
from around the world to better understand global citizenship in education, and 3) 
to strengthen investigative and creative instructional practices in our digital world 
today and moving forward.  

Description of Activities Supported by this Grant. For Research Grantees, 
include a summary of research methodology. 
The main activity supported by this grant was attendance at the Future of 
Learning Institute, one of Project Zero’s professional development programs, on 
the Harvard campus in Cambridge, MA from July 29 – August 1, 2014.  

The three through-lines of the Institute were Mind/Brain, Digital Revolution, and 
Globalization, which were divided into several learning sequences:  

- Plenary sessions facilitated by educational leaders Howard Gardner and
David Perkins

- Smaller learning groups led by administrators, museum educators, and
artists.

- Select courses focusing on the three through-lines of the week.

The individual courses attended include: 
- Creating the 21st Century: How do artists address urgent questions and

make compelling ideas take form in a global context? What inspires
today’s artists and what can we learn from them? (led by Jessica Hamlin
from Art21 and artist Mary Mattingly)

- Thinking Routines: Fostering Thinking Dispositions for the Future of
Learning (led by educator and Project Zero consultant March Church)

- What’s New? The Promise and Peril of Digital Learning (led by
educational researcher Justin Reich)

- Developing Global Competence through Perspective-Taking in an Era of
Complexity and Difference (led by HGSE researcher Flossie Chua and
senior Project Zero researcher Mara Krechevsky).

The future of learning resides in 
every child and every classroom. 
-Banners at HGSE, lining Appian 
Way

http://futureoflearningpz.org
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Results: Lessons Learned or Findings of Research: The ideas from the Future of Learning 
Institute that have had the greatest personal impact are as follows:  

1. We must reimagine education for learning that matters – asking ourselves what kind of
learning will really matter to my students throughout their lives?

2. We must create learning environments that are engaging to all students – there is not
one singular approach that will work for everyone.

3. We must connect with our students individually. This will help foster their curiosity about
their own learning experience and help them connect globally with others.

These understandings have led me to approach instructional planning and learning 
environments in ways that are refreshing to my practice. Our art studio is now more interactive 
and empowering for students. We have highly visible areas where students reflect on artwork 
and post their ideas to be shared. Materials are more accessible so that students may choose 
what they would like to work with. Instruction is more student interested based, so that students’ 
voices may be seen in their work. Students have been working more collaboratively as well, in 
both traditional and digital media. Our big ideas are more aligned to learning that matters for the 
long term, so that students understand their impact long after they graduate.  

Impact of Receiving this Grant: Everything presented in the Institute impacted my practice in 
myriad ways. Not only did I immediately reevaluate how and what I teach, or how to best 
connect with students and colleagues, but I also spent a great amount of time contemplating my 
own future in education. Attending this program allowed me to see that my interest in 
professional learning extends far beyond my current role, and that as a curious life-long learner, 
perhaps I needed to continue my own educational journey. I am excited to say that attending 
Project Zero’s Future of Learning Institute gave me the confidence to enroll in Pepperdine 
University’s Educational Leadership, Administration, and Policy doctoral program. Without this 
professional learning opportunity, I don’t know that I would be where I am today, and I look 
forward to the many more open doors this experience continues to provide.  

Grantee Biography: Kristin Vanderlip Taylor, NBCT, M.A. teaches visual art for grades K-8 in 
the Los Angeles Unified School District, as well as undergraduate students at California State 
University, Northridge. She is Nationally Board Certified in Early/Middle Childhood Art. Ms. 
Taylor has been a member of the California Art Education Association (CAEA) and NAEA for 13 
years and was awarded Outstanding Elementary Art Educator of the Year in 2012 by CAEA. 
She is an Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) Emerging Leader 
for 2015 and is enrolled in a doctoral program for Educational Leadership, Administration, and 
Policy (ELAP) at Pepperdine University.  

About the National Art Education Foundation 
NAEF supports visual art educators and promotes the teaching of art through professional development, 
research, and program sponsorship.  As an independent, philanthropic organization, NAEF assists with 
efforts to represent the teachers of art in America, improve the conditions of teaching art; promote the 
teaching of art; encourage research and experimentation in art education; sponsor institutes, 
conferences, and programs on art education; and to publish articles, reports, and surveys about art. The 
Foundation has supported 286 projects since its inception in 1985. NAEF funding supports a wide variety 
of professional activities, including research in art education, scholarships for professional development, 
promotion of art education as an integral part of the curriculum; establishment and/or improvement of art 
instruction in public and private K-16 schools; promotion of the teaching of art through activities related to 
the instructional process, curriculum, student learning, student assessment, classroom behavior, 
management, or discipline; purchase of art equipment and/or instructional resources. Donations in 
support of NAEF, a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization, are tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 

National Art Education Foundation 
901 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

t: 703-860-8000 · e: naef@arteducators.org · f: 703-860-2960 · w: www.arteducators.org/naef


	1
	2

