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INTRODUCING OUR ELEMENTARY DIVISION TEAM, 2021–2023! 
NAEA SOUTHEASTERN REGION  
ELEMENTARY DIVISION REPRESENTATIVE: 
SEAN MURPHY

Sean Murphy 
has been an 
elementary 
school art 
educator for 
the past 30 
years in the 
Alexandria 
City Public 
School Sys-

tem. He is currently working at Samuel 
W. Tucker Elementary, where he teaches 
more than 700 children and has served 
on the Faculty Council (2000–2017), 
Leadership (2015–2021), and PBIS 
Lead (2016–2019) Committees. He is a 
graduate of James Madison University 
(BFA with a concentration in printmak-
ing, minor in psychology and art history, 
class of 1991) and received his master’s 
degree in education through George 
Mason University’s Advanced Studies in 
Teaching and Learning Program (2011). 
He was given the Outstanding Student 
Award for the graduating cohort for that 
year and has served on the ASTL Adviso-
ry Committee at GMU (2011–present). 
He is an active member of VAEA. Sean 
has presented workshops at the Virginia 
fall conference for the past 10 years, and 
nationally at NAEA Conventions for the 
past 6 years. He has served as the North-
ern Virginia Division of VAEA as Secretary 
(2018–2020) and as VAEA Lead for the 
Elementary School Division (2019–2021). 
Sean has presented several teacher 
workshops at the Smithsonian National 
Portrait Gallery and the National Gallery 
of Art in Washington, DC. He has been the 
2016–2017 Agnes Meyer Award nominee 
for Outstanding Teacher of the Year for 
his school and was named 2018 VAEA Art 
Teacher of the Year in the Elementary 
Division. He has illustrated two children’s 
books (Rise and Shine Mrs. Field!, 2014, and 
Time to Plow, Farmer Field!, 2020). Sean 

currently lives in Fairfax, Virginia, with 
his wife and has two grown children.

NAEA WESTERN REGION  
ELEMENTARY DIVISION REPRESENTATIVE:  
ASHLEY LAVOY

Hello! I’m 
Ashley LaVoy 
and I’m from 
southeast 
Michigan, 
where I’m 
finishing my 
11th year of 
teaching. I 
work at Te-

cumseh Public Schools and teach primar-
ily 3rd- and 4th-grade art—although this 
year I got to teach a wider variety, which 
included 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 7th grades; 
face-to-face learning; distance learning; 
and asynchronous learning. Woo, that has 
been fun! But in reflecting on this year, I 
have learned so much about myself and 
my students, as well as bridging that con-
nection between school and home. I, like 
many of you, love teaching people about 
art. I love seeing them connect to ideas 
and new concepts and seeing that feeling 
of “I can do this” start to grow. We are all 
capable of learning new things and chal-
lenging ourselves. I feel lucky to be able to 
show students that their future is full of 
opportunities. Art is a fantastic vehicle for 
showing students their greatness. 

NAEA EASTERN REGION  
ELEMENTARY DIVISION REPRESENTATIVE: 
JENNIFER LENIART

Jennifer  
Leniart has 
been an 
elementary 
art teacher for 
Stratford Pub-
lic Schools 
for 26 years 
and is the 
current lead 

art teacher for the district. She was the 
CAEA 2014 Outstanding Art Educator and 
the NAEA 2015 Outstanding Art Educa-
tor for Connecticut. She earned a BA in 
painting and an MS in art education from 
SCSU, a 6th year in educational lead-
ership from UConn, and an MFA from 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design. 
When she is not teaching, spending time 
with her family, or enjoying Connecticut’s 
shoreline, she can be found in her studio 
constructing sculptures, installations, 
and paintings.

NAEA PACIFIC REGION ELEMENTARY 
DIVISION REPRESENTATIVE: DON MASSE

My earliest 
art-related 
memory is 
getting in 
trouble for 
drawing on 
one of the 
mint-green 
walls in the 
family room 

with a bright red crayon. Since then, my 
love for the language of visual arts has 
never waned. I am motivated to create by 
a desire to leave a positive mark, whether 
transient or long-lasting, on the people 
in my life and the communities that I 
am part of. This could take the form of 
creating drawings and paintings large 
and small, apparel designs, or guiding 
students through the language of art 
on a daily basis. My work at Zamorano 
Fine Arts Academy, in particular, has 
focused on developing an art program and 
curriculum that celebrates the diversity 
of our students and provides them with 
opportunities to see the relevance of 
artistic and creative skills in arts-related 
and non-arts-related careers.  

Tiffany Beltz 
Division Director. K–5 Art Educator, Irving Pertzsch Elementary, Onalaska, WI. Tel: 608-377-1409.  
Email: Tiffany.beltz@gmail.com
Elect: Devon Calvert, K–3 Art Educator, School District of Milton, WI.
Regional Directors: Eastern: Jennifer Leniart, leniartj@stratk12.org; Southeastern: Sean Murphy, smurphy@acps.k12.va.us; 
Western: Ashley LaVoy, alavoy@tps.k12.mi.us; Pacific: Don Masse, dmasse71@hotmail.com
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@NAEAElementaryDivision
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