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BLANK CANVAS: NEW LEADERSHIP
Hopefully the summer has brought 
rejuvenation, healing, and reengagement 
in shaping our new normal for the start 
of the school year. We have been through 
so much as a nation, as educators, and as 
arts leaders. It is my hope that you have 
been able to find time to do the necessary 
work of preparing yourself mentally and 
emotionally for leading well and creating 
learning experiences that fully support all 
students in whatever needs they bring to 
the classroom in the fall. I myself had to 
restart and reprime my leadership canvas 
several times this summer. I am now 
feeling refreshed with a new blank canvas 
from which to compose leadership ideas 
that address new challenges and produce 
newfound opportunities ahead! 

With the new academic year, I am excited 
to introduce you to the leaders who have 
answered the call to serve in the NAEA 
Supervision and Administration Divi-
sion. I feel blessed and honored to serve 
alongside this talented group within the 
Supervision and Administration Division. 
It is my pleasure to introduce our team for 
the next 2 years to you:   

JEREMY HOLIEN, SUPERVISION AND 
ADMINISTRATION DIRECTOR
Jeremy Holien empowers educators 
to develop innovative, relevant, and 
progressive arts learning environments 

as Minnesota’s visual and media arts 
education specialist at the Perpich Center 
for Arts Education. He also serves as an 
international art education consultant, 
having worked with artist and educator 
teams from more than 20 countries, 
and was a writing team member of the 
National Core Arts Standards in Media 
Arts. With more than 20 years of teaching 
experience with both youth and adults, 
he seeks to foster creative fluency and 
artistic literacy within educational com-
munities. He is active on social media at 
@jeremyholien. 

TRINITY VILLANUEVA, SHE/HER, 
SUPERVISION AND ADMINISTRATION 
DIRECTOR-ELECT
Trinity Villanueva serves as the executive 
director of Public Art Reston. Trinity is a 
multidisciplinary artist, an inclusionary 
connector, and dynamic storyteller. She 
elevates her mixed identity as a versatile 
artist and advocates for racial equity, 
accessibility, and belonging in the arts. 
She has worked in a variety of artistic 
contexts and served as the founding arts 
integration and culture program director 
at Carlos Rosario International.  

MICHELE AGOSTO, EASTERN REGION 
REPRESENTATIVE
Michele Agosto is the director of arts 

for the Buffalo City School 
District. She has served 
the children of Buffalo 
since 1994, with 10 of those 
years as a middle school art 
teacher in the Black Rock 
area. She has presented 
locally and nationally on 
topics that range from art 
education, to collaborative 
learning models, to cultural-
ly responsive teaching prac-
tices. Michele is a cofounder 
of the Latinx arts collabora-

tive called Los Artistas del Barrio Buffalo 
and an exhibiting member of the Buffalo 
Society of Artists. 

PENNY FREELAND, SOUTHEASTERN 
REGION REPRESENTATIVE
Penny Freeland, visual arts administra-
tor for Winston-Salem/Forsyth County 
Schools in North Carolina, works with 
100 visual arts teachers to provide 
and facilitate professional develop-
ment; create and revise a visual arts 
curriculum; and connect and collabo-
rate with many community museums, 
art centers, and business partners.

LAURA GRUNDLER, WESTERN  
REGION REPRESENTATIVE
Laura Grundler is the district visual arts 
coordinator for Plano Public Schools in 
Plano, Texas. She and her husband Matt 
are also proud parents, bloggers, and 
founders of the popular Twitter chat 
#K12ArtChat. Laura has taught middle 
and high school art, and has worked as 
an assistant principal. She is passionate 
about sharing her love of art education 
with her professional learning network 
and continuing to grow every day.

JANICE BETTIGA, PACIFIC REGION 
REPRESENTATIVE
Janice Bettiga serves as the STEAM and 
art director for the School of the Mad-
eleine. She has worked to advance art 
education across California as the former 
Northern Area President of the California 
Art Education Association. She seeks 
to foster opportunities for students to 
communicate their values through art, 
interpret meaning through expression, 
and apply their learnings using transdisci-
plinary methods. 

May you all have a great start to the new 
year! Be in touch with your needs so we 
can best support our Division! 
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