
August/September 2021   NAEA NEWS           7    

As you are reading this 
article, most likely you are 
reflecting on your summer 
and preparing to start the 
new school year. 

As I am writing this article, it is mid-May 
and there is about a month left of school. 
My thoughts are focused on my AP Art 
and Design Portfolio submissions and 
keeping everyone, including myself, moti-
vated as we battle senioritis and sum-
meritis. Even though I am juggling all of 
my year-end activities and obligations, I 
find myself thinking and planning for next 
year. There are many unknowns. How 
“normal” will next year be? Will there still 
be remote learners? Will we be wearing 
masks and struggling to keep the students 
physically distanced? If nothing else, 
this past year has taught us to be flexible, 
prepare for everything you can think of, 
expect something else entirely, and keep a 
sense of humor about it all.

I am definitely looking forward to sum-
mer—a chance to breathe, relax, and 
learn. I am excited about our TEAM EAST 
Summer Leadership Conference, July 5–8 
in Binghamton, New York. Being together 
with my Eastern Region art education 
family is always an incredible experi-
ence. These summer regional meetings 
wouldn’t be possible without the work 
of the local state team hosting us. A huge 
thank-you goes to Val Savage, NYSATA 
President, and the entire NYSATA team 
for planning such a great agenda. I am 
also looking forward to our NAEA Board 
meeting later in July. It will be wonderful 
being together in person with the current 
Board for the first time. I will have a recap 
of both in my next article. I hope that no 
matter how you spent your summer, you 
are now rested, perhaps professionally 
developed, and ready to plunge into the 
new school year. 

Professional development is such a vital 
part of our learning as educators. This is 
how we keep our practice current and stay 
motivated and excited. Without learning, 
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it is too easy to become complacent, stale, 
and stagnant. As teachers, if we aren’t pas-
sionate about what we are doing, how can 
we expect our students to be excited and 
motivated about what they are doing? 

Take advantage of NAEA Virtual Art 
Educators, including monthly webi-
nars and town hall meetings. As NAEA 
members, you can attend the events 
live as well as have access to all archived 
meetings. Attending your state or district 
fall conference is so important. Whether 
in person or virtual, your association’s 
fall conference is most likely the largest 
art education professional development 
opportunity in your area. You could even 
take advantage of virtual conferences in 
another Eastern Region state or district, 
or across the country. I am excited that 
the Overseas Art Education Association is 
planning for a virtual fall conference that 
will be open to all art educators. 

Attending conferences, especially in 
person, is more than just participating 
in a series of workshops. It is an oppor-
tunity to rekindle old connections and 
make new ones with colleagues. Some 
of my best learning and teaching ideas 
have stemmed from conversations in a 
lobby or hallway waiting for a workshop 
to begin. 

Although March seems far away, it is nev-
er too early to be thinking about the 2022 
NAEA Convention in New York City. It’s 
exciting when NAEA holds the Conven-
tion in TEAM EAST’s own backyard. No 
matter how many times you visit NYC, 
there are always new things to experience. 
With a plethora of museums, galleries, 
and architecture—not to mention the 
workshops and artist series—learning 
opportunities are endless.

The nomination deadline for the NAEA 
Outstanding Art Educator Award is 
approaching quickly. Make sure to have 
all of your nominations submitted by Oc-
tober 1, 2021. The NAEA Awards Program 
recognizes excellence, focuses attention 
on quality art education programs and 
exemplary art educators, increases public 

awareness, sets standards for quality art 
education, and shows how those stan-
dards can be achieved. 

Don’t wait until the last minute. As you 
start the school year, think of outstand-
ing art educators you know. All of the 
nomination information can be found on 
the NAEA website. Make sure to check 
each award’s eligibility requirements in 
the Awards Booklet and the adjudication 
criteria on the awards rubrics.

The deadline for the NAEF Grants is 
coming up this fall. NAEF supports a wide 
variety of professional activities, includ-
ing support for visual arts educators to 
participate in professional development; 
promotion of visual arts education as an 
integral part of the curriculum; explo-
ration of new models of instruction; 
promotion of the teaching of art through 
activities related to the instructional 
process, curriculum, student learning, 
student assessment, management, or dis-
cipline; the purchase of equipment and/or 
instructional resources; and research in 
visual arts education. Start your appli-
cations early so you don’t miss this great 
opportunity. As we approach the last few 
months of 2021, it may be time to consider 
supporting NAEF by making a tax- 
deductible donation. All NAEF informa-
tion can be found on the NAEA website. 

The NAEA Board of Directors is elected 
by its members, so don’t forget to vote for 
the next Eastern Region Vice President–
Elect. You should be receiving an email 
with your ballot in December. Make sure 
to read the candidate information careful-
ly, and vote for the person you feel will be 
the best person for the position. Our next 
Eastern Region VP-Elect will be working 
with Heidi O’Donnell when she moves in 
to the Vice President position at the close 
of the 2022 NAEA Convention.

Although the start of school means anoth-
er summer has slipped away, it is also is an 
exciting time to make a fresh beginning 
and seize the many opportunities to learn, 
connect, and transform.   
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