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hosted a panel discussion with individu-
als who were involved in combating the 
opioid epidemic. The presenters talked 
about establishing roots, meeting others 
with kindness rather than judgment, in-
stilling self-confidence in others, opening 
opportunities for communication, devel-
oping trust, and building relationships. 
It is interesting to note that these skills 
are some of the same ones addressed in 
National Core Art Standards: A Conceptual 
Framework (2015). The document states 
that the arts provide the following:

• a powerful means of communication 
“that convey and inform life experi-
ence”; 

• “participation… that enables individu-
als to discover and develop their own 
creative capacity, thereby providing a 
source of lifelong satisfaction”;

• “insights into individuals’ own and 
others’ cultures and societies”; and

• participation that “enhances mental, 
physical and emotional wellbeing” and 
provides an opportunity for collabora-
tion that brings communities together. 
(p. 10) 

Much like the philosophical concepts 
embedded in the National Core Art 
Standards, the Generations United 
conference called Bridging the Genera-
tions emphasized building community 
relations. I attended workshops and 
presentations related to bringing people 
of all ages together by focusing on devel-
oping multiage collaborative spaces and 
promoting wellness through a variety of 
intergenerational activities. There were 
sessions about building action teams 
with members representing a variety of 
ages, training for optimal effectiveness, 
and evaluating for areas of success and 
improvement. Networking and learning 
from others who value intergenerational 
interaction proved inspirational. 

One conference keynote speaker was 
Chip Conley, a strategic advisor for Airb-

nb. Because I was staying at a hostel that 
I had found through Airbnb, my interest 
was piqued. Conley talked about his role 
as a modern elder. His book Wisdom @ 
Work: The Making of a Modern Elder was 
included in a gift bag I received. Conley 
made some intriguing comments that 
relate well to the idea of lifelong learning. 
He said that many older adults feel like 
an old carton of milk with an expiration 
date stamped on their foreheads. He dis-
couraged this ageist line of thinking and 
suggested that the modern elder should 
develop a mind-set of being student and 
sage, mentor and intern with a thirst for 
mastery. Conley quoted the phrase often 
attributed to Michelangelo: Ancora Impa-
ro—Sill, I am learning. As the Lifelong 
Learning Interest Group for the visual 
arts, may we follow this advice. 
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Not long ago I read the Lifelong Learning 
(LLL) Interest Group constitution. Two 
of the group’s purposes stood out to me: 
(1) to promote the study, research, and 
teaching of concepts and issues pertinent 
to the development of lifelong learning in 
the visual arts and (2) to widen the prac-
tice of art education to include quality 
visual arts programs for adults of all ages, 
but with the mature population over 50 
years in age of priority concern. Included 
in the bylaws was a statement of purpose 
that says the group will act as an advocate 
for arts learning from womb to tomb. I am 
like-minded with the founders of LLL. I 
believe the visual arts have much to offer 
all ages and can frequently be used to in-
tegrate multiple ages, providing a variety 
of reciprocal benefits for those involved. 
With this purpose I often find myself in-
volved in intergenerational art activities. 
It also informed my recent presentation 
at a biennial conference of Generations 
United. 

Generations United is an organization 
dedicated to improving the lives of 
children, youth, and older people through 
intergenerational collaboration, pro-
gramming, and public policies. During a 
round table discussion I led a hands-on 
printmaking experience similar to a work-
shop my university students and I did for 
elementary students and older adults that 
explored the concept of leaving a legacy. 
At the conference, I compared pulling the 
print of a leaf to leaving an impression 
on the life of another person. I discussed 
with the attendees that when older and 
younger people engage in a meaningful 
art activity together, the result promotes 
connections that might have a lasting 
impact. 

During the Generations United confer-
ence, I heard from numerous presenters 
who discussed their intergenerational 
programs that held promise for a lasting 
impact. An opening plenary session 
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Call for Submissions 
You are invited to submit an article, 
book/media review, or visual essay 
around the theme of Journeys. 
Some of the questions to consider: 
What life journey experiences do 
collaborative art-based activities 
engender? What transformations 
occur along the way?

More information is at https:// 
scholarscompass.vcu.edu/ijllae/. 

Deadline for submissions is 
January 31, 2020.
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