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COMC’s website for information about 
upcoming opportunities to support 
COMC.1 

We look forward to connecting with 
you and local community art programs 
throughout the year and to welcoming 
new members. Our membership pro-
motes, strengthens, and encourages the 
role of visual arts education while foster-
ing respect for and a greater understand-
ing of cultural and ethnic diversity within 
our society. 
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“Dr. Bae-Dimitriadis’s 
scholarship is solid, 
consistent, and attentive 
to concerns of cultural 
diversity, and difference 
with specific attention to 
the role artmaking and 
visual forms of cultural 
production play in the 
identity construction and 
narrative representation 
of minoritized youth and 
girls.” 
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Interest Group
Committee on Multiethnic Concerns (COMC)

A special thank you to all of 
you who are members of the 
Committee on Multiethnic 
Concerns (COMC). Your 
efforts support our mission to 
foster respect for and create 
greater understanding of 
cultural diversity within our 
society. 

Our efforts are especially relevant today, 
when our country is facing so many diver-
sity issues. Without the NAEA’s COMC 
and other groups, our society would 
lack a platform to address multifaceted 
diversity issues and brainstorm possible 
solutions. 

Once again, the selection of our J. Eugene 
Grigsby Award winner was a difficult pro-
cess, as we had several deserving nomi-
nees. This most prestigious award honors 
individuals who have made distinguished 
contributions to the field of art education 
through advancement and promotion of 
education, investigation, and celebration 
of cultural and ethnic heritage within our 
global community.

COMC thanks Pamela Lawton for her 
support and for speaking at our Grace 
Hampton Lecture Series. Virginia  
Commonwealth University is fortunate 
to have in Pamela someone so committed 
to the field of art education, community- 
based arts practices, and culturally rele-
vant research at the local and internation-
al levels. 

Such commitment is no easy task, and  
Pamela has worked in this capacity 
for over two decades and continues to 
inspire art educators globally. Accord-
ing to the Penn State University (n.d.) 

website, the lecture series “named 
for Grace Hampton, professor of art, 
art education and integrative arts, and 
senior faculty mentor at Penn State, 

‘honors the courageous leadership of 
Dr. Grace Hampton and has subsequently 
become an important cornerstone for 
COMC organizational vibrancy.’” 

The J. Eugene Grigsby Award was 
designed to recognize historical and con-
temporary accomplishments of people of 
color in fully advancing NAEA’s policies 
and practices. This award is a cornerstone 
of the organization, and COMC looks for-
ward to selecting a deserving art educator 
as its recipient each year. 

This year, we congratulate the 2020  
J. Eugene Grigsby, Jr. COMC Award win-
ner, Michelle Bae-Dimitriadis. Michelle’s 
remarkable record of achievement 
includes scholarly writing, research, and 
professional leadership in teaching and 
learning communities. 

To borrow a quote from B. Stephen 
Carpenter, a colleague of Michelle’s, “Dr. 
Bae-Dimitriadis’s scholarship is solid, 
consistent, and attentive to concerns of 
cultural diversity, and difference with 
specific attention to the role artmaking 
and visual forms of cultural production 
play in the identity construction and 
narrative representation of minoritized 
youth and girls.” Without a doubt, COMC 
knows that Michelle is a stellar academi-
cian who will continue the legacy of  
J. Eugene Grigsby.  

 
With spring on the horizon, I know 
that most of us are winding down from 
an intense year of academic research 
and teaching. As you transition to your 
summer obligations, please stay tuned to 


