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Indigenous Roots’s commitment to com-
munity work, it strongly advocated for 
Indigenous Roots to Land Bank Twin Cit-
ies, a community-based organization that 
specializes in assisting mission-driven 
entities with acquiring property. Mirac-
ulously, Land Bank provided Indigenous 
Roots with the necessary funding to for-
mally acquire the property over 3 years. 
Indigenous Roots Cultural Arts Center 
continues to play a key role in the growth 
of a grassroots movement to build a trans-
formative community through arts and 
activism in the rapidly changing cultural 
scene of the Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood, 
East St. Paul.

For those who are interested in culturally 
responsive pedagogy and identity work 
grounded in a non-Western belief system, 
come join our tour of the Indigenous 
Roots Cultural Arts Center when we gath-
er for the 2020 NAEA National Conven-
tion in Minneapolis. We will meet the or-
ganization’s cofounders and codirectors, 
Mary Anne and Sergio Quiroz, and engage 
with interactive activities of dance and 
healing movement, creative place-making 
walking tour, and a community mural. For 
more information, please visit the Indige-
nous Roots website and Facebook page.3 
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1 Kalpulli Yaocenoxtli means “warriors of the 
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lisc.org/twin-cities

3  https://indigenous-roots.org/our-work; www.
facebook.com/IndigeRootsCulturalArts

 

nous Roots. The organization “began as a 
community of artists striving to meet the 
growing need for communities to re-con-
nect with ancestral knowledge systems—
communities whose roots reach from 
Indigenous communities in Minnesota to 
Mexico, Asia, the Caribbean, West Africa, 
and back” (Olson, 2018, para. 6). 

With the support of the community and 
years of hard work, Indigenous Roots 
opened its Cultural Arts Center in the 
Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood of East St. 
Paul in 2017. The center became a bustling 
hub to various community arts organi-
zations in partnership with Indigenous 
Roots. The front space of the center 
serves as a gallery for emerging artists, 
while the rear space is used for events, 
classes, and workshops, including Kal-
pulli Yaocenoxtli dance classes, comedy 
nights with the Funny Asian Women Kol-
lective and Blackout Improv, Hmong soup 
cook-offs, and coming-of-age ceremonies 
(Moritz, 2018). The center also hosts 
social justice, creative place-making, and 
neighborhood revitalization events for 
the community.

After a stellar year of operation and like 
many other grassroots organizations, 

Indigenous Roots, 
unfortunately, was 
affected by a financial 
crisis experienced by 
Dayton’s Bluff Commu-
nity Council. In addi-
tion, Indigenous Roots 
faced displacement 
when a private develop-
er wanted to purchase 
for commercial devel-
opment the property 
where the organization 
had its space. How-
ever, when the Twin 
Cities’ Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation 
(LISC)2 heard about 

Established in 2007, Indigenous Roots is 
a community arts organization dedicated 
to creating space and opportunities for 
Indigenous people and people of color 
from different cultural backgrounds. It 
facilitates workshops and events to pro-
mote holistic wellness through ancestral 
knowledge, art, and activism. 

Indigenous Roots was founded by a mar-
ried couple—Sergio Quiroz, a Mexican 
immigrant, and Mary Anne Quiroz, a 
Filipino immigrant—who came from 
their respective native countries to settle 
in East Side St. Paul in 1989. In 2006, they 
first established a traditional Mexica/Az-
tec dance and drum group called Kalpulli 
Yaocenoxtli.1 However, experiencing the 
strong need of culturally relevant plat-
forms to further promote and practice 
the art of immigrant artists and artists 
of color, the dance project eventually 
evolved into a larger collective—Indige-

Youth performance at the Indigenous Roots Cultural Arts Center in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Courtesy of Mary Anne Quiroz.

We have prepared an exciting 
opportunity for our 2020 
National Convention tour of 
Indigenous Roots in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 
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