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The NAEA Research Commission 
is encouraging a more inclusive 
vision of what research is, where it 
happens, and who it serves.

WHAT’S IN A NAME? SHIFTING FROM A RESEARCH AGENDA  
TO A RESEARCH NETWORK FOR NAEA
Over the past 2+ years, the Research Commission has been 
hard at work fashioning an approach to NAEA’s next iteration 
of a research agenda. In order to continue meeting the research 
needs of the visual arts education field, the NAEA Research 
Commission set out to generate a more inclusive, connective, 
and responsive vision of research in the field of art education. 
Instead of a research agenda, the NAEA Research Commission is 
encouraging a more inclusive vision of what research is, where it 
happens, and who it serves. We are calling this vision the NAEA 
Research Network, a participatory invitation and technology- 
assisted platform designed to be more responsive to the diverse 
needs and interests of art and design educators.

Funding in art education to facilitate large-scale investigations 
of basic and big questions in our field does not generally match 
the scope of our ambitions. Also, our diverse methodological 
approaches often suffer from a lack of replicability and may be 
limited by slippage among terms. The Research Commission 
has come to view our diversity in approaches, vocabularies, and 
contexts as our field’s strength and indeed its richness. 

When we were charged with the task to update the research 
agenda for NAEA, the Research Commission began exploring 
perceptions of our research limitations and needs. Choosing to 
explore the variable and the messy, our attempts to “boil down” 
the richness of research in the field into any number of tidy 
priorities seemed to miss the point of what we have come to view 
as the value of NAEA, an organization that pulls practitioners 
and researchers together across innumerable contexts to engage 
in the ever-expanding universe of art and learning. The Research 
Commission has committed our energies to activating and 
supporting a diversity of ideas rather than imposing a distilled 
set of top-down priorities. We have endeavored to make room 
for more perspectives, more voices, and more ideas, rather than 
narrowing the focus. 

Accordingly, we have conceptualized the NAEA Research 
Network as a dynamic map open to multiple ways forward for 
research in the field, empowering members to identify their 
research interests and concerns, and forging powerful connec-
tions among members that resonate across the organization. 

It has been helpful for us to think of this shift as Linux advocate 
Raymond (1998) described in his essay “The Cathedral and the 
Bazaar,” in which he described the modern open-source move-
ment and challenged the idea that complex solutions would have 
to be “carefully crafted by individual wizards or small bands of 
mages working in splendid isolation” (para. 3). Rather, Raymond 
envisioned a “great babbling bazaar of differing agendas and ap-

proaches” (para. 4) and found that it was this diversity in open-
source projects that created their strength and success, working 
“at a speed barely imaginable to cathedral-builders” (para. 5).

And so the Research Commission offers up the NAEA Research 
Network and invites you to participate in the bazaar, hoping to 
build together research projects honoring our diverse interests 
on a scale we’ve not achieved before. Please keep a lookout for 
ways you can connect with other researchers about your curiosi-
ties and your inquiries, and let’s build an infrastructure together 
that supports our research strengths, realizing our collective 
ambitions in new ways.

It is with extreme gratitude that the Research Commission bids 
farewell to Chris Schulte, who has been serving as Associate 
Chair of the Research Commission since March 2019. Due to 
a change in his work responsibilities, Chris has stepped down 
from the Commission after contributing so much to the process 
of conceptualizing the NAEA Research Network, a dynamic in-
vitation to the participatory research culture of NAEA. Through 
his gifts of time and thoughtful words, he leaves the Commis-
sion’s work in better form than when he joined our team. Thank 
you, Chris, for your steady hand and leadership. You will be 
missed! 

In the same breath, it is with tremendous excitement that we 
welcome Amy Pfeiler-Wunder to the Research Commission 
as Associate Chair. Elected through an off-cycle process, Amy 
brings her extraordinary perspective and energy to the Com-
mission, building on her experience as a past commissioner and 
prior work with the Professional Learning through Research 
(PLR) Working Group. We are thrilled to welcome Amy as in-
coming Chair of the Commission in March 2022. Thank you for 
your willingness to serve, and we look forward to the good work 
we will do together.   

Reference
Raymond, E. S. (1998). The cathedral and the bazaar. First Monday, 3(2).  

https:// doi.org/10.5210/fm.v3i2.578

mailto:Email: swilsonmckay@vcu.edu
mailto:Email: castrjuancarlos@gmail.com
http://www.arteducators.org/research/commission

