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But let’s shift our thoughts for a moment—and think 
about ourselves as users. How does our experience of art and 
the many facets of art education influence our own ability 
to optimize impact in the art room and in the homes and 
communities where our students live? What does it mean to 
be a member of a vibrant professional community that shares 
your passion for art—for teaching and learning? A commu-
nity that causes you to rethink all you know—to think in new 
and different ways, to explore the forces that shape soci-
ety, education and organizations, and to see art education 
through a variety of lenses.

And because the 2016 NAEA National Convention is just 
around the corner, let’s be even more specific—how might 
your experience of this epic event effect your future as an art 
educator? Here are a few thoughts from the art educator-user 
perspective.

Consider the theme: Lead! Share Your Vision for Art 
Education. How do you define leadership? And how do you 
experience the Convention through the actions of a leader? 
Does it mean finding sessions that are familiar or perhaps 
those that focus on leadership? Or might it mean using all 
of the raw material, the passion, the talent, the intellectu-
al capital that is the heart and soul of the NAEA National 
Convention to design your own unique experience in new 
and unfamiliar ways? Does “Lead!” mean to actively seek out 
and engage with presenters rather than just reflecting upon 
their presentations? Does it mean to intentionally explore 
topics and sessions that may be outside your comfort zone? 
Does it mean NAEA encourages members to give thought to 
their own vision for art education and put it out to mingle 
and synergize with all the other visions for the future of our 
profession and our field?

And what about the unique opportunities that happen 
only as a result of face-to-face interactions that evolve from a 
chance conversation where you learn about yourself through 
the experiences of others? How do you create a plan for 
exploring Chicago’s many arts rich offerings; and for sharing 
your insights with our own renowned art education thought 
leaders (there are many) as well as other dynamic leaders 
who have also gained recognition for their innovative work 
worldwide?

To spark your intellectual curiosity, Jean Houston is 
considered one of the most evocative teachers aligning the 
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human spirit, potential, and action with the needs of the 
time. Known globally through her work in more than 40 
cultures, Houston’s lifetime passion is to encourage inher-
ent possibilities, visions, and capacities that lie within each 
person—each community—and translate possibilities into 
positive action. Her talks are legendary for their ability to 
inspire, inform, and move individuals to action.

Imagine what you might experience at the hands of Bill 
Strickland, a MacArthur “Genius,” who is considered a 
master innovator in the field of community activism, and 
is renowned for originating the Manchester Craftsman 
Guild. Born in Pittsburgh, he grew up on the North Side 
during the Civil Rights era and was, by his own admission, 
detached from life. His story about the art teacher who saw 
his potential and impacted his life as a future leader is also a 
story about art educators who lead by nurturing leadership 
potential among their students.

Reflect upon your own experiences as Patricia Franklin 
shares lessons learned throughout her distinguished career 
and over this past year leading leaders as President of 
NAEA. Join Pat and the NAEA Board of Directors in celebrat-
ing the 2016 Art Educator Award honorees—art educators 
recognized by their peers for their commitment to service 
and achievement in art education.

And as you visit the studios of Chicago artists and peruse 
the annual Artisans Gallery, what can you learn about your 
own work as an artist, leader, and educator that provides new 
insight and new direction for continued growth and discov-
ery of your own potential?

I am certain whatever you experience, your work as an art 
educator will become more immediate, more personal, and 
more responsive. See you in Chicago!


