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State Convention Season: Get Involved 
Now! 

There is a chill in the air and the fall leaves are beautiful autumnal 
colors as I drive across the Western region on my way to Traverse 
City, Michigan. It is the annual MAEA state conference and I am 
fortunate enough to present and meet with student chapters in 
the state. I think back to my first state convention with fond 
memories and excitement. It was the first time I realized that 
becoming an art educator meant that I was part of an amazing 
community of vibrant, intelligent people and I wanted to become 
as involved as possible. Here are my top 5 reasons for getting 
involved in your state:

1. Networking: You never know who you will meet and how they
can help you in the future. I found my student teaching
placements through my state organization and it led to my first
teaching position and many teaching artist positions that helped
me financially while in my first months of teaching.

2. Advocacy: The importance of art education is lost on many
school districts and administrators. Your state organization can
help by providing documentation or talking points that help
insure you are well verse in the benefits of art ed. They may even
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Present to your peers in 
NYC! 
The Preservice Division is 
offering a great opportunity to 
present in a relaxed setting at the 
NAEA National Convention. 
Student Roundtable 
Applications are due by 
December 1. Notification of 
acceptance will be sent by 
December 17. Any questions, 
reach out to Amanda Barbee at 
aebarbee.naea@gmail.com 

Award Opportunities
RAEA Student Chapter 
Award: The Retired Art 
Educators Association presents 
an award to a student chapter 
every year at the NAEA 
Convention. If you think your 
student chapter is the best, 
apply by November 1 for a 
chance to win. 

Need Advice? 

Have a question about research, 
pedagogy, or how to survive 
student teaching? Send your 
questions to us at 
jburton.naea@gmail.com and we 
will provide you with answers in 
our newsletter.

mailto:aebarbee.naea@gmail.com
mailto:aebarbee.naea@gmail.com
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offer opportunities to travel to your capital to advocate!

3. Great lessons: Learning from my peers in the field is one of
my favorite things about being involved in my state organization.
Start building your lesson arsenal now! You will need all the
lessons you can get while student teaching.

4. Community: You may think this sounds like networking, but
it is bigger than that. Once you become a “regular” in your state
level organization you feel like you realize that you belong to
something bigger than
yourself. This is important
to understand before you
begin teaching. When you
start teaching you may be
the only art educator at
your school, and belonging
to the state community
keeps you from feeling like
you are on an art island all
alone.

5. Leadership Positions: Becoming a leader in your field is
easier than you may think. If you are invested in your professional
organization, opportunities to lead will find you. The more
opportunities that you take the more marketable you will become
when looking for your first teaching position. As art teaching
positions become fewer you want to set yourself apart from your
peers by showing that you are involved and leading in your field.

Frequently Asked Questions about Student 
Round Tables 

Q: What is the Student Round Table Event?

A: Student Roundtables, held at the NAEA National 
Convention, is a great opportunity to share your undergraduate 
and graduate research, community outreach programs, student 
chapter initiatives, successful lesson plan ideas, student chapter 
experience, and more. 

Volume 1, Issue 7 �2

Deadline Extended for 
Pacific, Western, and 
Southeastern Regions
Looking for a great leadership 
position? Are you organized, 
reliable, and outgoing? This 
position is for you! Our Regional 
Directors connect with other 
student chapters in the Pacific, 
Western, and Southeastern 
regions to provide support and 
encouragement. The position is 
a two-year term and we would 
love if you were in the collegiate 
environment during this entire 
time (March 2017-2019). To 
apply, please send a letter of 
recommendation from a 
professor and a cover letter by 
November 22 to Amanda E. 
Barbee, Preservice Division 
Director: 
aebarbee.naea@gmail.com.    

Submission: Student 
Chapter Highlights             
Did you host a great fundraiser, 
or provide an awesome art 
experience for your community? 
We want to know about it! 
Help share your best NAEA 
Student Chapter moments with 
others across the nation. We are 
currently looking for a student 
chapter to highlight for the 
January/February issue. Please 
send pictures of your chapter 
doing great things along with a 
200 word story about the 
success by December 15 to
jburton.naea@gmail.com.  

Preservice Division Director-Elect 

Sincerely,

SByrd
Cross-Out

lindascott
Cross-Out

lindascott
Cross-Out
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Q: Where is this event held?

A: This is an annual event, typically held on the last day of the NAEA National Convention.

Q: Why does Preservice have its own presentation event?

A: We have three main objectives for the Student Round Table: to recognize excellence in the preservice art 
education community, to expose preservice art educators to a variety of peer learning experiences from across 
the country, and to create an opportunity for preservice educators to present in a professional environment. 

Q: How are proposals selected?

A: Proposals are selected based on the quality of the description of the presentation and the alignment with 
the NAEA strategic goals (www.arteducators.org). There is a limit of three presenters per application, as well 
as a limit of three presentations accepted from each university. All proposals submitted for roundtable sessions 
are peer reviewed and rated by members of the Proposal Review Committees. All proposals will be reviewed 
using a blind review process. 

Q: How does a Round Table work?

A: Honestly, it is run much like a speed-dating scene, but with larger tables, and research or projects on the 
table instead of romance. Each presenter is given their own table, and participants move between the tables 
after every during a twenty-minute time period. 

Fundraising During the Holiday Season 

Need some ideas to help fund-raise for the National Convention? The holidays are a great time to fund-raise 
with your art! People are always looking to give to a great cause and mark one more person off their gift list. 
Here are a few proven ideas that can help! 

• Host a classy Art  Auction for the community. This takes a lot of work but the payoff can be huge! In 
addition to auctioning your amazing artwork, you can also ask for items to be donated by local 
businesses. Make sure you have a some big ticket items in addition to smaller items so that there are 
items available for every budget. 

• Create a theme and host a   Gallery Show. Reach out to local galleries to see if they would be willing to 
host your show and allow you to keep the opening night profits. Make sure you invite as many people as 
possible to enjoy and purchase your artwork! Don’t forget to bring snacks! 

• Finals are rough; help out your fellow student by creating a finals coffee and treat cart to provide 
some nourishment during this stressful time. This is a convenience that students are bound to appreciate. 

• Make holiday cards, ornaments, decorations, or gifts to sell in your campus shop, or to students around 
campus. Students and professors alike will appreciate your one-of-a-kind products.  
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