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Interest Group
Choice-Art Educators (CAE)

Greetings from Choice-Art 
Educators! 

Choice-Art Ed-
ucators entered 
its fourth year as 
an NAEA Interest 
Group and swore in 
its third Co- 
President-Elect. 
Congratulations to 
new Co-President- 
Elect Julie  
Jacobusse. She 
will serve in the 
position for 1 year, 
after which she will 

become co-president at the 2021 NAEA 
National Convention. She will serve in 
that capacity until 2023. 

Below is the description Julie wrote to 
introduce herself to the NAEA Choice-Art 
Educators: 

“I have been teaching choice-based 
art education for over 12 years. Most 
of my experience has been in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and more recently in western 
Michigan. I moved to Atlanta for a 
teaching opportunity in the spring 
of 2005, after I had finished student 
teaching in Saugatuck, Michigan.  

THE BENEFITS OF CHOICE-BASED EDUCATION

In my first year of teaching, I did  
discipline-based art education. 

“In the fall of my second year, I saw 
posts from Kathy Douglas on a Getty 
listserv and later in a Yahoo group 
about choice-based art education. 
After reading the posts about teacher 
and student excitement, I decided 
to transition to choice-based art 
education. I knew there was more to 
teaching art than teacher-generated 

‘cookie-cutter’ projects, and I liked the 
idea of the art room as a studio for stu-
dents to create art based on their own 
visions, life experiences, and ideas.  

“After I transitioned, I saw an ex-
citement in my students and myself 
that was reciprocal: this excitement 
seemed to go back and forth as stu-
dents created art, making connections 
with their world and what they were 
learning in their classrooms. Though 
parents and teachers may have found 
the student-generated art to be less 
polished, they loved that the students 
could explain what they made, how 
they made it, and how much their 
authentic art meant to them. 

“I think it was then that teachers 
understood how choice-based art 
education was making a huge trans-
formation in students’ lives. Parents 
have even told me how their children 
have gotten into certain crafts, such 
as beading, or how their family now 
goes to craft fairs and sets up their 
own booth. 

“Choice-based art education is bene-
ficial for many reasons. It helps keep 
you within a limited school budget 
because you don’t have to order 30 
of everything. It’s also flexible in that 
you can change focuses as needed. 
Classroom teachers sometimes ask 
me to do an activity, which eventually 
becomes a new focus. 

“When I moved to a new school 
because of attrition in 2009, I created 
a YouTube video that showed my 
students creating choice-based art. 
That video is very special to those stu-
dents even now, as they are able to see 
how much they have learned. Their 
enthusiasm for choice is visible. I am 
very passionate about art education 
and excited to use this opportunity to 
continue to grow as an artist and as 
an educator. It is an honor to serve as 
co-president.” 

We are sure that Julie will do a wonderful 
job in her new role. Please join us in con-
gratulating her! 

Finally, Cynthia and I are extremely 
proud to represent Choice-Art Educators. 
Thank you to Joy Schultz for her service 
as co-president. Her mentorship and 
creative efforts have helped make our 
curricular group even stronger. Cynthia 
Gaub has transitioned into a full co- 
president and will use the next year to 
mentor Michelle Puhl-Price as she steps 
into her role as co-president. As men-
tioned, Julie Jacobusse will become the 
co-president-elect. Thank you to all of 
you for bringing student-directed learn-
ing to your students! 

Warmly, 

Cynthia Gaub and Michelle Puhl-Price, 
Co-Presidents  

Choice-Art 
Educators 
Co-President-Elect 
Julie Jacobusse.

I knew there was more 
to teaching art than 
teacher-generated 
‘cookie-cutter’ projects, 
and I liked the idea of 
the art room as a studio 
for students to create 
art based on their own 
visions, life experiences, 
and ideas. 


