
 

 

 
 

NAEA Adopted Position Statements under Review March 2017 
 

Review Process: 
The Platform Working Group has reviewed the following Position Statements, adopted in April 2014. Each 
Position Statement can be either 1) Kept as is, 2) Kept with modifications, or 3) Archived (no longer 
relevant in any context). The recommendation regarding each Position Statement is at the close of each 
Position Statement. The recommendations will be presented at the 2017 Delegates Assembly. Final action 
regarding each Position Statement will be determined by the NAEA Board at the March 2017 meeting 
following the Delegates Assembly.  

 
Category: Art Educators 
 

Position Statement on Physical Safety in the Art Classroom [Adopted April 2014] 
 

NAEA believes that physical safety is a priority in the art classroom. For art classroom safety, it is essential 
that the school/district administration be in compliance with all of the occupational regulations and training 
requirements. The class size must be considered by the school/district in order to establish a safe learning 
environment. NAEA recommends student class sizes of 20-25 students.* The school/district must comply 
with the OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration) rules including the training of art educators 
and staff. The art educators/staff need to be trained in order to be prepared to protect the students as well 
as themselves.  
 

It is the responsibility of the art educators/staff to teach, model, and practice safety procedures, require 
student competency, and enforce the practice of safety with all students at all times. The goal is to make 
safety a part of students’ basic approach to the art classroom every day and in all of their future artistic 
activities. Safety and creativity are not mutually exclusive. 
 

Safety in the art classroom includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
 Provide appropriate supervision for all classroom activities  
 Know the properties and hazards associated with all material and equipment used in the classroom  
 Ensure that all safety equipment is present and in good working condition  
 Provide and use protective equipment for students and instruct students in the use of such 

equipment  
 Comply with all applicable building, electrical, fire, and ventilation codes  
 Know precautions for using, storing, and disposing of materials  
 Know first aid information and practice proper procedures 
 Replace hazardous materials with less hazardous materials  
 Avoid exposure to toxic materials  
 Document safety issues/concerns and inform school district authorities 
 Know and address student allergies  

 

Despite all best efforts, accidents or reactions to materials may occur. Art educators/staff should comply 
with school district's emergency procedures as provided in required annual update training. 
 

*From ratios adopted by the NAEA Board, March 2011 
 

Recommendation for March 2017: see next page 
Delete the language highlighted in green.  Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Position Statement on Physical Safety in the Art Classroom [Adopted April 2014] 
 

NAEA believes that physical safety is a priority in the art classroom. For art classroom safety, it is essential 
that the (delete: the school/district administration) (add:)  administrators of the facility (schools, cultural 
institutions, or other community programs) be in compliance with all of the occupational regulations and 
training requirements. The class size must be considered (delete) by the school/district in order to establish 
a safe learning environment. NAEA recommends student class sizes of 20-25 students.* The school district  
(add:) , cultural institution, or community program operating the facility must comply with the (delete: OSHA 
(Occupational Safety and Health Administration) (change to:) Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) rules including the training of art educators and staff. The art educators/staff (add:) 
of all facilities where visual arts are offered need to be trained in order to be prepared to protect the 
students as well as themselves. 

 
It is the responsibility of the art educators/staff to teach, model, and practice safety procedures, require 
student competency, and enforce the practice of safety with all students at all times. The goal is to make 
safety a part of students’ basic approach to the art classroom every day and in all of their future artistic 
activities. Safety and creativity are not mutually exclusive. 

 
Safety in the art classroom includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 Provide appropriate supervision for all classroom activities 
 Know the properties and hazards associated with all material and equipment used in the classroom 
 (add) Ensure that educators and students know and implement the proper procedures for operating 

equipment and using materials 
 Ensure that all safety equipment is present and in good working condition 
 (delete) Provide and use protective equipment for students and instruct students in the use of such 

equipment - change to:  
o Provide protective gear and equipment and instruction in its use by both educators and 

students.  
 Comply with all applicable building, electrical, fire, and ventilation codes 
 Know (add:) and implement precautions for using, storing, and disposing of materials 
 Know first aid information and practice proper procedures 
 Replace hazardous materials with less hazardous materials 
 Avoid exposure to toxic materials 
 Document safety issues/concerns and inform school district change to: appropriate authorities 
 Know and address student allergies 

 
Despite all best efforts, accidents or reactions to materials may occur. Art educators/staff should comply  
with (delete: school district’s (add:) the facility’s emergency procedures as provided in required annual 
update training. 
 
*From ratios adopted by the NAEA Board, March 2011 



 

 

Category: Relationships 
 
Position Statement on Diversity in Visual Art Education [Adopted April 2014] 
 
NAEA recognizes the role of visual art education in providing and promoting more just, inclusive learning 
communities in local and global contexts, and embraces diversity as an integral part of the mission of visual 
art education. Artists through the centuries have created works which contribute to social justice. The 
mosaic of our global humanity is enriched and expanded by the inclusion of all peoples and cultures and 
the art forms they create.   
  
NAEA acknowledges visual art teaching as a cultural and social intervention, in which educators and 
learners collaboratively explore, respond, respect and react to the values, practices and beliefs of cultures 
in a complex and multifaceted society.  Recognizing that a multiplicity of perspectives fuels the practice of 
democracy and engaged citizenship, NAEA supports an inclusive vision of diversity that empowers the full 
and just participation of all, and fosters safe spaces for discourse and expression by exploring others’ lives, 
interests, and cultural heritage through the visual arts.  
  
This vision of visual art education encourages socially just practices and policies that provide and promote 
increased awareness, understanding, and acceptance of individual and group identities that affect all 
human interactions including, but not limited to, gender, race, age, color, socio-economic status, disability, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, and national and ethnic origin.  
 

Recommendation for March 2017:  
Delete the language highlighted in green.  Insert the language highlighted in yellow. 
Change to language highlighted in teal. 
 
Position Statement on Diversity in Visual Art Education [Adopted April 2014] 
 
NAEA recognizes (change to: ) is committed to the (add:) important role of visual art education in providing 
and promoting more just, inclusive learning communities in local and global contexts, and embraces 
diversity as an integral part of the mission of visual art education. (delete: Artists through the centuries 
have created works which contribute to social justice.*) The mosaic of our global humanity is enriched and 
expanded by the inclusion of all peoples and cultures and the art forms they create.   
 
NAEA acknowledges visual art teaching (change to:) education as a cultural and social intervention, in 
which educators and learners collaboratively explore, respond, respect and react to the values, practices 
and beliefs of cultures in a complex and multifaceted society.  Recognizing that a multiplicity of 
perspectives fuels the practice of democracy and engaged citizenship, NAEA supports an inclusive vision 
of diversity that empowers the full and just participation of all, and fosters safe spaces for discourse and 
expression by exploring others’ lives, interests, and cultural heritage through the visual arts. 
 

Change to these two sentences: 
 

Recognizing that a multiplicity of perspectives fuels the practice of democracy and engaged citizenship, 
NAEA endorses a vision of diversity and inclusion that empowers the full and just participation of all in 
programs, policy formation, and decision-making. Visual art education should foster safe spaces for 
discourse and freedom of expression through exploration of self and the lives of others, personal interests, 
and culture heritage through the visual arts.  
 

This vision of visual art education encourages socially just practices and policies that provide and promote 
increased awareness, understanding, and acceptance of individual and group identities that affect all 
human interactions including, but not limited to, gender, race, age, color, socio-economic status, disability, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, (add:) culture, and national and ethnic origin. 

 
*Deleted from this Position Statement as there is a separate NAEA Position Statement on Art Education and Social 

Justice, adopted March 2015 which is a more appropriate placement of this concept.   



 

 

Category: Curriculum 
 

Position Statement on STEAM Education [Adopted April 2014] 
 

STEAM education refers to teaching and learning in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 
and Mathematics. The STEAM approach is the infusion of art and design principles, concepts, and 
techniques into STEM instruction and learning. This is achieved through the use of STEAM curricula, 
collaboration of non-arts educators with certified/licensed art educators, teaching artists, and community-
based arts organizations. It includes educational activities across all grade levels in both classrooms and in 
community-based settings.  
 

STEAM approaches support the inclusion and involvement of professionals and resources from the 
community to support STEAM programs. Artists and designers experienced with STEAM are integral to 
driving workforce innovation in a variety of fields. 
 

Visual arts content and artistic ways of thinking are fundamental and valuable components of high-quality 
STEAM education. NAEA believes that: 

 STEAM education values all STEAM disciplines equally   
 STEAM education is implemented through a wide variety of approaches 
 STEAM education encourages creativity and innovation 
 STEAM education acknowledges the rigor found in visual art 

 

NAEA believes that to be successful in STEM related career fields, students must be proficient in visual 
thinking and creative problem-solving facilitated by a strong visual art education. 

 
Recommendation for March 2017: Replace one sentence in the first paragraph with a revised sentence. 
Move up last sentence to the end of the second paragraph. 
 

Position Statement on STEAM Education [Adopted April 2014] 
 
STEAM education refers to teaching and learning in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 
and Mathematics. The STEAM approach is the infusion of art and design principles, concepts, and 
techniques into STEM instruction and learning. (Delete) This is achieved through the use of STEAM 
curricula, collaboration of non-arts educators with certified/licensed art educators, and/or teaching artists, 
art museums, university art education programs, and/or community-based arts organizations.   
(Change to:) High-quality STEAM instruction is achieved through the use of STEAM curricula and the 
collaboration of non-arts educators with certified/licensed visual art educators and/or teaching artists, art 
museums, university art education programs and community-based arts organizations. It includes 
educational activities across all grade levels in both classrooms and in community-based settings. 
 
STEAM approaches support the inclusion and involvement of professionals and resources from the 
community to support STEAM programs. Artists and designers experienced with STEAM are integral to 
driving workforce innovation in a variety of fields. (move up) NAEA believes that to be successful in STEM 
related career fields, students must be proficient in visual thinking and creative problem-solving facilitated 
by a strong visual art education. 

 
Visual arts content and artistic ways of thinking are fundamental and valuable components of high-quality 
STEAM education. NAEA believes that: 

 STEAM education values all STEAM disciplines equally   
 STEAM education is implemented through a wide variety of approaches 
 STEAM education encourages creativity and innovation 
 STEAM education acknowledges the rigor found in visual art 

(Move up; Delete from here) NAEA believes that to be successful in STEM related career fields, students 
must be proficient in visual thinking and creative problem-solving facilitated by a strong visual art 
education. 
 



 

 

Category: Curriculum (continued) 
 

Position Statement on Visual Literacy and its Relationship to the Common Core 

[Adopted April 2014] 
 

NAEA supports visual literacy across disciplines and the Common Core goals related to the focus on close 
reading, logical evidence-based inferences, meaning-making through analysis and group discussions, and 
creating visual imagery. The National Core Arts Standards in the Visual Arts, organized around the 
processes of creating, presenting, responding, and connecting, enable teachers to build students’ 
comprehensive literacy skills. 
 

Visual literacy is the ability to interpret, comprehend, appreciate, use, and create visual media, using 
conventional as well as 21st-century media, in ways that advance thinking, decision making, 
communicating, and learning.  NAEA believes that being visually literate is a critical factor for success in 
society and helps us understand our world.  
 

 Close readings of works of art and other media as text empower students to build strong content 
knowledge in a range of disciplines, as well as key skills such as critical thinking, evidence-based 
reasoning, and meaning-making. 

 Engaging and conveying ideas in a visual language, through an art medium, is a crucial aspect of 
visual literacy. 

 Discussions about works of art and design develop speaking and listening skills that support 
collaborative meaning-making and the articulation of ideas.  

 Students communicate artistic intention through the visual, verbal, and written presentation of their 
own work. 

 

Visual literacy, when coupled with the ability to read, write, think mathematically, and express oneself 
competently, will prepare students for productive futures.  
 

Footnote: The Common Core refers to reading of works of art as text, including text to self, text to text 
(comparing works of art) and text to world. 

 
Recommendation for March 2017:  
 

Position Statement on Visual Literacy – Change the name to delete Common Core and Delete the 
highlighted text. 
 

NAEA supports visual literacy across disciplines and (delete: the Common Core goals (add:) learning goals 
related to the focus on close reading, logical evidence-based inferences, meaning-making through analysis 
and group discussions, and creating visual imagery. The (delete) National Core Arts Standards in the 
Visual Arts (change to:) National Visual Arts Standards, organized around the processes of creating, 
presenting, responding, and connecting, enable teachers to build students’ comprehensive literacy skills. 
Visual literacy is the ability to interpret, comprehend, appreciate, use, and create visual media, using 
conventional as well as 21st-century media, in ways that advance thinking, decision making, 
communicating, and learning.  NAEA believes that being visually literate is a critical factor for success in 
society and helps us understand our world. 
 

 Close readings of works of art and other media as text empower students to build strong 
content knowledge in a range of disciplines, as well as key skills such as critical thinking, 
evidence-based reasoning, and meaning-making. 

 Engaging and conveying ideas in a visual language, through an art medium, is a crucial 
aspect of visual literacy. 

 Discussions about works of art and design develop speaking and listening skills that 
support collaborative meaning-making and the articulation of ideas. 

 Students communicate artistic intention through the visual, verbal, and written presentation 
of their own work. 

 

(continues on the next page) 



 

 

Visual literacy, when coupled with the ability to read, write, think mathematically, and express oneself 
competently, will prepare students for productive futures. 
 

(delete: 
Footnote: The Common Core refers to reading of works of art as text, including text to self, text to text 
(comparing works of art) and text to world. 
 
Category: Instruction  
 

Position Statement on the Ethical Use of Copyrighted Imagery and Primary Sources 
[Adopted April 2014] 
 
It is the position of the NAEA that students should act ethically when using existing imagery to research 
and/or create original art.  Students should see, know, and experience art and art history through original 
source material and/or quality reproductions in order to examine, understand, and create original research 
or artwork.  Students should appropriately credit original sources in their written work. When developing art, 
even when using a variety of sources, students and teachers should understand the appropriate use of 
copyrighted and public domain imagery.  Students should be encouraged to go beyond published art to 
develop concepts and ideas from direct observation, experiences, and imagination. 
 
Resources: 
Links to web site material on copyright and plagiarism: 
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html 
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/ 
http://hdyl.nasher.duke,edu/research-and-writing 
Links to Scholastics web site material on copyright and plagiarism 
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/ 

Paragraph from AP Studio Art Course Description entitled “Ethics, Artistic Integrity and Plagiarism.”  
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-studio-art-course-description.pdf (see pages 13 
and 21) 

 
Recommendation for March 2017: 
 

It is the position of the NAEA that educators (add) and students should act ethically when using existing 
imagery to research and/or create original art. (Add) Educators and students should see, know, and 
experience art and art history through original source material and/or quality reproductions in order to 
examine, understand, and create original research or artwork.  (Add) Educators and students should 
appropriately credit original sources (add) in all types of work (delete)  their written work. When developing 
art, even when using a variety of sources, Add) educators and students should understand the appropriate 
use of copyrighted and public domain imagery (add) , including digital imagery. (Add) Educators and 
students should be encouraged to go beyond published art to develop concepts and ideas from direct 
observation, experiences, and imagination. 
 

Resources: 
Links to web site material on copyright and plagiarism: 
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html 
http://www.copyright.gov/fair-use/more-info.html  
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/ 
http://nasher.duke.edu/hdyl/research-and-writing/ 
http://fairuse.stanford.edu/overview/fair-use/what-is-fair-use/ 
https://www.lib.umn.edu/copyright/fairuse -  
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-studio-art-course-description.pdf  
 
Link to Scholastics web site material on copyright and plagiarism:  
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/ 
 

 

http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/
http://hdyl.nasher.duke,edu/research-and-writing
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-studio-art-course-description.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html
http://www.copyright.gov/fair-use/more-info.html
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/
http://nasher.duke.edu/hdyl/research-and-writing/
http://fairuse.stanford.edu/overview/fair-use/what-is-fair-use/
https://www.lib.umn.edu/copyright/fairuse
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-studio-art-course-description.pdf
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/copyright-and-plagiarism/

