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When “The Challenge of Change” was chosen as the theme 
for the 2017 NAEA National Convention, we thought it would 
be a fitting concept for celebrating NAEA’s 70th Anniversary 
Convention. It’s quite extraordinary when you study our rich 
history—and just how far we’ve come since 1947—and the many 
challenges navigated through every decade.

Little did we realize that some of our greatest changes may also 
be just ahead of us as we make our way through the unexpected 
educational frontiers that may ensue from the election of a new 
President and the federal administration in Washington, DC.

The “challenge of change,” indeed.

This June will mark my own anniversary with NAEA: 10 amazing 
years to serve as your Executive Director. My mantra from the 
very beginning has been to get comfortable with change because 
it is a constant—in our professions, in our lives, in our society. 
And—my first NAEA National Convention as your Executive 
Director was also in NYC. In many ways, this Convention brings 
us full circle.

But the atmosphere around this year’s Convention is vastly 
different from that of 10 years ago. Our professional community 
was only on the verge of awakening as a vibrant 21st-century 
community. We were on the cusp of identifying the tools 
we needed in place to create enduring community across 
geographies. We were seeking to adopt an activist posture 
throughout the organization. The organization we nurtured and 
the community we have today was nascent at best—a vision, a 
sparkle in multiple eyes.

Because we have evolved so greatly as a community, I can look at 
the upcoming Convention and say to you that there is still more 
we can do to change the way we “do” community, the way we 
engage community, the way we find strength in community.

So let’s look at “The Challenge of Change” across our NAEA 
community. And let’s start with your relationship as individuals 
to your professional community. Often, when I’m talking about 
the epic NAEA National Convention, I’m urging you to come 
and immerse yourself in our community, and let its power and 
influence rub off on you. I talk about all the year-round benefits 
that NAEA provides—the resources, the support, the ideas. Our 
website is set up to make all these things readily available to you.

But to quote President John F. Kennedy in his 1961 inaugural 
address, “Ask not what your country can do for you—ask what 
you can do for your country.” I want to pose a question to you: 
What can you do for your NAEA community?

The simplest, most profound answer I can give you is: Be sure 
you are among the smart, savvy, and passionate art educators 
gathering in NYC March 2-4—and some a few days earlier. Yes! 
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From the Executive Director

How will you answer “The Challenge of Change”—and how can your answer contribute to the ways 
that our NAEA community responds to that challenge?

Cleansing the Palette

Come to the 2017 NAEA National Convention!

Not for the speakers—although we have exceptionally insightful 
and provocative individuals lined up for featured presentations, 
and whose talks will be live-streamed on NAEA’s website. 
Not for the 1,000-plus sessions—although there are sessions 
throughout the day, every day, to give your conception of the art 
education world a jolt. And not for the experiences we’ve set up 
throughout New York City—an art educator’s dream.

No, I hope you will come to the NAEA National Convention 
to make your presence known, to bring your voice and your 
energy as a member of our vibrant community. You can do 
more productive networking in 4 days at the Convention than 
you will over the rest of the year in your local community. You 
can literally feel the energy of community surging through the 
halls and rooms and theaters. The buzz. The enthusiasm. The 
discovery. The sensory flood. The warmth of friendship and 
collegiality.

But your very presence here says: I am a part of this. I contribute 
to NAEA’s greatness. I play an indispensable role in its growth 
and influence and ability to perform extraordinary feats of 
activism… and professional development… and the making of 
change.

And, this year, “change making” is what this Convention is all 
about. Because change is far more than something that happens 
to us. The great questions of this year’s Convention aren’t “How 
do we respond to change? How do we survive change? How do 
we move past change with the least disruption?”

No, the great questions are about how to pick up the gauntlet 
and create change. This year’s Convention and the work that 
continues to evolve is about the challenge of creating positive 
and life-affirming change for our students, our schools, 
universities, and museums, our communities—and ourselves.

And that is why I encourage you to do all you can to come to the 
NAEA National Convention. To be a part of something bigger 
than yourself, and to gain the sustenance and inspiration to 
make our community and our work as art educators even bigger 
and more influential. And if you can’t find your way to NYC this 
year—know that you will be missed! We here at NAEA’s Studio & 
Gallery champion and support you and the incredibly important 
work you do each day! I hope to see you in NYC!

The great questions are about how 
to pick up the gauntlet and create 
change.

mailto:dreeve@arteducators.org

