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Grantee Name: 

Mary Erickson 

Title of Project: 

Increasing 
Student 
Understanding of 
Art and Art 
Making through 
Scaffolded Inquiry 

City, State: 
Tempe, Arizona

Grant Period: 
July 1, 2015 - June 30, 
2016 

NAEF Grant Amount: 
$8075.00 (Research) 

Project Contact: 
Mary Erickson 

Telephone Number: 
Mary Erickson 

Email: 
m.erickson@asu.edu

Related Webpage: 
CreatingMeaninginArt.net 

Project Description: 
FALL-SPRING, 2015-2016 

• Implemented scaffolded inquiry in Virtual Artist Residency Program
(VARP) of the Tempe Center for the Arts (TCA) in two area high schools

• Implemented scaffolded inquiry in Visions Program of the Scottsdale
Museum of Contemporary Art (SMoCA) in six area high schools

SPRING, 2016 

• Collected data from student guides, (pretest, posttest)

• Collected evidence of students' conversations with artists (VARP =
electronic; Visions = identified in student guides)

• Collected student and educator interviews

• Photographed students' final artworks and collected their artist
statements.

Project Goals and Objectives: 
The goals of the study were to investigate: 

• Whether advanced high school students' abilities to inquire about
art improve after engaging in scaffolded inquiry instruction?

• Whether advanced high school students' inspirations for their own
art expand after engaging in scaffolded inquiry instruction?

• How, when supported with scaffolded inquiry instruction, advanced
high school students' conversations with contemporary artists
inspire the students' own art making.

Description of Activities Supported by this Grant. For Research Grantees, 
include a summary of research methodology. 
Grant funds provided honoraria for participating high school art teachers. The 
grant also paid a research associate, graduate research assistant, transcriber, 
and statistician and funded the printing of inquiry guides for both the SMoCA and 
TCA students and teachers. 

This exploratory study employed mixed methods. Paired one-tail t-tests means 
were used to determine statistical significance of differences between students’ 
responses on the pretest and the posttest. As participant observer, the director of 
the Visions program identified three students to study in depth. She wrote 
narrative descriptions of each student's experience based in their pretest and 
posttest writing, their entries in their journals, their artist statements, and 
photographs of their final artworks, as well as their written interviews regarding 
their inquiry experiences.  
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Results: Lessons Learned or Findings of Research

Statistical analysis reveals three statistically significant differences between 
Visions students' pretests and posttests: 1) They formulated more questions, 
asked fewer yes/no questions, and asked more questions calling for 
extended responses on the posttest than on the pretest; 2) They asked more 
questions about style, culture, artist’s intention, and artist’s inspiration on the 
posttest than on the pretest; and 3) They identified more inspiration for their 
work that referenced style, theme, and artist’s intention on the posttest than 
on the pretest, and fewer questions about subject matter. 

Qualitative analysis of three students’ interviews, notes on their 
conversations with artists, final artworks, and statements about their final 
artworks reveals how individual students’ responses to contemporary artists’ 
work and conversations with the artists who made those works impacted the 
students' art making. 

Impact of Receiving this Grant:

SMoCA's Visions program continues to refine its exemplary 21-year Visions 
program, which brings together advanced high school art students and 
practicing contemporary artists.

TCA's inexpensive and less-formally structured program now has a VARP 
guide for art institutions and high school art teachers seeking to replicate the 
program. 

Grantee Biography: After completing her BFA in Art Education at the 
University of Illinois, Mary Erickson taught at the high school and community 
college levels before beginning her university career at Kutztown University 
in Pennsylvania. She earned both her MA and PhD degrees from the Ohio 
State University and has been on the faculty at Arizona State University 
since 1990. 

  

Bare Everything, 2016, India ink 
and permanent marker on water 
color paper. Photograph by 
Kathy David. 

About the National Art Education Foundation (NAEF) 
The National Art Education Foundation (NAEF) invests in innovative initiatives to support instructional 
practice, research, and leadership in visual arts education.  As an independent, philanthropic organization, 
NAEF assists with efforts to represent the teachers of art in America, improve the conditions of teaching art; 
promote the teaching of art; encourage research and experimentation in art education; sponsor institutes, 
conferences, and programs on art education; and to publish articles, reports, and surveys about art. The 
Foundation has supported 298 projects since its inception in 1985. NAEF funding supports a wide variety of 
professional activities, including research in art education, scholarships for professional development, 
promotion of art education as an integral part of the curriculum; establishment and/or improvement of art 
instruction in public and private K-16 schools; promotion of the teaching of art through activities related to the 
instructional process, curriculum, student learning, student assessment, classroom behavior, management, 
or discipline; purchase of art equipment and/or instructional resources. Donations in support of NAEF, a 
501(c)3 tax exempt organization, are tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 
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