
 
 

Impact of K-12 Single Visits to Art Museums National Study Update 
 
Single visit field trips are the most prevalent student experiences at museums.  According to a national 
survey of U.S. art museums, carried out as part of the impact of K-12 visits to art museums study now 
underway, 96% of museum respondents offer these programs.  Along with family programs, these 
visits often offer students their first entry-points to these learning environments and the objects they 
hold.  Through teacher feedback and our direct experiences as museum educators leading excited, 
engaged classes through conversations and explorations of artworks, we know that good and 
productive things happen for students during art museum field trips.  Research related to constructivist 
and inquiry-based pedagogies, engagement with original works of art, and aspects of learning in 
museum environments further support that art museums can be places where rich learning and 
discovery happen.  Yet substantive research on art museum field trip programs is limited.  In an 
environment of ever-shrinking school budgets and high stakes testing, teachers wishing to take their 
students on art museum field trips are under increasing pressure to show the educational benefit of 
such experiences.   For the past four years a national impact study has been in progress that seeks to 
explore the benefits of single visit art museum programs on student learning. To date the study has 
produced a national survey of field trip practices as well as a published literature review on the impact 
of museum programs on students. During the 2016/17 school- year the study team worked with six 
geographically-diverse museums and seven school districts throughout the U.S. to assess student 
learning during facilitated, single visit museum programs in five capacities: critical thinking, creative 
thinking, sensorimotor and affective response, human connections and empathy, and academic 
connections.  In addition to providing insight into the effects of single-visit art museum programs on 
students, our hope is that the study’s results advance scholarship in both museum and art education, 
and serve as a powerful leveraging tool to support student learning in art museums. 
This session is an opportunity to learn about the study’s accomplishments to date, and future plans for 
the publication and dissemination of its final results. Following an overview of the study’s activities, the 
session will explore participant questions through facilitated discussion.  Presenters will share links to 
the study’s national survey of single visit K-12 field trip practices and the literature review as immediate 
tools participants can apply in their work. 
 
Museum Education 
 
This session will share the progress to date of a national impact study to determine the benefits of 
single visits to art museums by K-12 students. 
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