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Project Description: An important topic in art and design education is the 
relationship among design and art disciplines. The tension between art and design 
constrains content and pedagogy at both the college and pre-college level. One 
problem for those who train designers, artists and art educators is how to prepare 
students within fields where the boundaries among art, design, and media arts are 
blurring as the practices of these disciplines rapidly change. A second problem is 
how to engage with the semiotics and social theoretical implications of current 
conceptions of art and design education. This problem is particularly apparent for 
those who prepare art and design educators, where teachers often need to have a 
background in Visual Culture Studies, critical pedagogy and experience with 
various art, design, and or media arts areas. This study explores the contested 
landscape of art and design programs at university and secondary levels and 
considers possible futures for the fields of art and design education.  

Project Goals and Objectives: 
1. To explore and describe how university art, design, and media arts programs are
organized, how they interact, and how they are changing to accommodate the
practices of contemporary artist and designers. Of particular interest is how art
education programs are structured so that students can navigate these various
disciplines. For example: What are the convergences and divergences in the theory
and practices for the training of artists and designers?
2. To investigate and describe how secondary art, design, and media arts programs
are organized relative to each other, and how they are changing to accommodate
technological changes within these fields, including the changing practices of
contemporary artists. For example; How and where do teachers teach design? How
is design part of art education practices?

Description of Activities Supported by this Grant. For Research Grantees, 
include a summary of research methodology. 
Visits to university and art schools, documentation of interviews with faculty and 
school leaders.  
Visits to secondary schools, documentation of interviews with faculty and art/design 
administrators. 
Design and distribution of surveys to art, design, and media arts faculty. 
Reviews of existing research in art and design education  
Surveys of school web-sites 
Organization and analysis of research findings  
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Results: Lessons Learned or Findings of Research 
1. There are deep divides between design and other arts disciplines, which are manifest in curious 
misunderstandings, failed attempts at inter-disciplinary work, and the creation of anachronistic boundaries 
between art and design. 
2.  As a practical consequence, there are often limited opportunities for students in one area to explore 
other art or design disciplines. Given both the differences among art and design disciplines and the 
blurring of their boundaries in contemporary practice, it is useful to ask: What is the relationship between 
art and design education and how should this relationship evolve?     
3. Trends within art, design, and media arts as well as K-12 art and design education suggest that the 
boundaries among these areas are becoming more porous in their application 
4. There is also a growing interest among art and design educators in the idea of design thinking. Design 
thinking is a human centered innovation process emphasizing observation, collaboration, fast learning, 
visualization of ideas, rapid concept prototyping, and current business analysis. 
 5. We saw significant emphasis placed on the value of interdisciplinary teaching as an approach  
6. An important issue in organizational structures is how much philosophical difference can be tolerated by 
faculty and students.   
7. Several trends were identified for curricular organization. These included: medium neutrality, 
collaboration, varied learning approaches, complexity and systems thinking and increased forms of social 
practice.  
8. Design disciplines approached these issues differently. An emphasis on systems thinking and 
complexity may require closer collaboration among the applied disciplines. 
9. Relationships among art, design, and media arts programs are particularly important for university art 
educators who need to prepare students in both contemporary art practices and design disciplines. It is a 
challenge for art educators to cultivate cross-disciplinary work and create pathways to licensure for a 
broad range of art, design, and media arts students.  
 
Impact of Receiving this Grant: 
This grant encouraged me to revisit the interactions, bonds, tensions, and curricular trends among art, 
design, and media arts programs.  These issues are especially important for the future of art and design 
education at the pre-college level.  The grant gave me important opportunities to see how other educators 
in a variety of institutions were working through these problems.  The grant influenced to extend my level 
of understanding by attending design conferences and exploring design education literature. One result of 
all of this was that I gained a much deeper appreciation of design and media arts education and the 
potential of their interaction with the field of art education. 
 
Grantee Biography: 
Mark Graham is a professor in the Department of Visual Art at Brigham Young University. Prior to coming 
to Brigham Young University, he taught at Washington State University in the College of Education.  
Before his university appointments, he was a high school art teacher and arts administrator in the Port 
Washington Public Schools in Long Island, New York. Dr. Graham is also an internationally known artist 
and illustrator and has illustrated more than twenty children picture books. He has exhibited his 
illustrations at the Society of Illustrators exhibitions, the Bologna Children Book Exhibition and many other 
national and international venues.  He continues to create various kinds of art objects, including mandalas 
and complex installations.   
 
About the National Art Education Foundation (NAEF) 
The National Art Education Foundation (NAEF) invests in innovative initiatives to support instructional practice, research, 
and leadership in visual arts education.  As an independent, philanthropic organization, NAEF assists with efforts to 
represent the teachers of art in America, improve the conditions of teaching art; promote the teaching of art; encourage 

research and experimentation in art education; sponsor institutes, conferences, and programs on art education; and to 
publish articles, reports, and surveys about art. The Foundation has supported 298 projects since its inception in 1985. 
NAEF funding supports a wide variety of professional activities, including research in art education, scholarships for 
professional development, promotion of art education as an integral part of the curriculum; establishment and/or 
improvement of art instruction in public and private K-16 schools; promotion of the teaching of art through activities related to 
the instructional process, curriculum, student learning, student assessment, classroom behavior, management, or discipline; 
purchase of art equipment and/or instructional resources. Donations in support of NAEF, a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization, 
are tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 
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